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WELCOME
Welcome to our Weekly@ lectionary resource which has
been created to support your children's ministry by
providing ideas which sit along side the themes within the
weekly gospel lectionary reading.
You will find that many of our suggested activities come
with adaptations, which vary from age adaptations, to
budget and even location adaptations, making sure you're
fully equipped to be able to modify Weekly@ to suit your
group context.

GUEST WRITER
Fiona Geibel
Born and bred in Lancaster, Fiona now lives in
Barrow-in-Furness, after serving in ministry in
Blackburn, Leyland, London and Liverpool. She
recently got married to Opa and the couple enjoy
going for walks with their two dogs. Fiona is currently
working as a librarian at her local secondary school,
which is a slight change after several years of fulltime youth and children's ministry, and she continues
to find lots of outlets for her creative talents,
including through writing for Weekly@!

We love seeing the way you use this resource so
make sure to share with us on Facebook and tag
us in @BDBEUpdates.

2ND JANUARY
2022

WORD AND
LIGHT

JOHN 1: (1-9), 10-18

Aim: To understand who Jesus is, the Word and the light that shows us God, so that we can believe
and become children of God.

OVERVIEW

ALL AGE TALK

Today’s reading is the opening to
John’s gospel account. There is a
lot going on in this passage. It has
great depth and is full of Old
Testament references. We read
lots about Jesus’ identity and his
purpose in coming to Earth and
John goes on to unpack and
expand lots of these ideas
throughout his writing. Drawing
from the passage we can think
about the ideas of Jesus being the
Word (vs 1-3, 14), the light (vs 413) and the one who shows us
God (vs 1-2, 14, 18).
The Word – words are part of
communication;
they
tell
us
things. Jesus is the word that tells
us about God.
The light – light reveals things to
us; it allows us to be able to see.
Jesus enables us to be able to see
God so that we can know him.
Finally, we can also consider
verses 9-13 and the concept that
not everyone recognises Jesus for
who he really is but those who
believe in him, become children of
God.

Prior to the service, ask a member of the congregation to
dress up in a costume which makes it difficult to recognize
who they are, for example a costume that includes a mask,
or a fake beard and wig/hat. They then need to sit in a place
that is not their usual seat.

PRAYER
Father God, we thank you so much
for sending Jesus into the world.
Help us to believe in him so that
we can be part of your family. In
his name we pray. Amen

Invite your anonymous dressed up volunteer to come up to
the front, then ask the congregation if anyone is able to
recognise who the person is. If necessary, you can offer
some clues to help with the guessing. Once someone has
guessed correctly, the volunteer can reveal their identity
and then join the rest of the congregation. In today’s bible
reading, from the beginning of John’s gospel, it tells us that
not everyone recognised Jesus. Jesus came into the world,
was born as a baby, (as we were celebrating over Christmas)
but not everyone knew who Jesus was. Even when Jesus
grew up and was doing amazing miracles, they still didn’t
know who Jesus was.
Do you know who Jesus is? Let’s have a think about what
John says about him. John tells us that Jesus is the Word
(hold up a dictionary). This means that Jesus has a message
to share with us, he gives us information and signposts us
to something – and that was God and his salvation plan.
John also tells us that Jesus is the light (hold up a torch).
Jesus helps us to see what God is like. John tells us that
Jesus is God. Although Jesus was born on Earth, he was no
normal baby. Jesus is both fully man, and fully God. This is
tricky to get our heads around, but John tells us it’s true,
that Jesus is God.
So, we’ve seen that Jesus is the Word, Jesus is the light, and
Jesus is God. Pretty impressive, isn’t it? But not everyone
recognises Jesus; not everyone sees those things about him.
For those of us who do recognize Jesus and believe that
Jesus is all those things, we have an amazing gift from God.
We can become children of God! We can become part of
God’s family. No matter where we’re from, the family we
were born in to, no matter what we’ve done, if we believe in
Jesus then we are part of God’s family. Amazing!

SONG
Rend Co. Kids - My Lighthouse (Hand Motions)
(Official Music Video) - YouTube

2ND JANUARY
2022

WORD AND
LIGHT

JOHN 1: (1-9), 10-18

SET THE SCENE

DISCUSSION CONT.

If you have a device that has a virtual assistant (like Siri or
Alexa), bring this in and set it up so it works in your space.
Have some fun asking your device various questions that
will be funny for the children. Let the children ask some
questions of their own too. How do we communicate with
Alexa? We speak to her don’t we. When we speak, we are
using words. We give people information by using words,
either by speaking them, or by writing them down, like in a
letter, email or text message. Jesus is the Word who tells
us all about God.

Jesus is the Word and Jesus is the
Light. So how can we respond to
Jesus as the Word and the Light?
Read John 1: 12 from an
appropriate Bible translation.
How might we react to Jesus? We
can receive him and believe in
him. This means we believe all
that he is telling us and showing
us about God. What happens if
we believe in Jesus? We become
children of God. We become part
of God’s family.

DISCUSSION
I’m going to read a Bible verse to you. The verse is about
‘The Word.’ Listen carefully and see what we find out about
the Word? Read John 1:14 from an appropriate Bible
translation. Were you listening? What did we learn about the
Word? Any ideas who the Word might be? If you’re not sure,
I’ll give you a clue…
He became flesh which means he became a human being,
and he lived among people. He is the Son. He came from the
Father. He’s full of grace and truth. Any thoughts who he
might be? Yes, it’s Jesus! We’ve just had Christmas where we
celebrated Jesus being born, and that’s what this verse is
talking about when it says he became flesh and dwelt
among us. Jesus is the Word!
We use words to pass on information and tell people
things… and that’s exactly what Jesus does. Jesus tells us
about God. He tells us what God is like and he tells us how
we can become part of God’s family. I’m now going to read
to you some verses about the light. Listen carefully and see
what we find out about the light. Read John 1: 5-9 from an
appropriate Bible translation. What did we learn about the
light?
The light shines in the darkness and is more powerful than
the darkness. The light gives light to everyone. The light was
coming into the world. Any ideas who the light might be?
The light is Jesus. He’s more powerful than anything else,
and we know that he came into the world, that very first
Christmas, a long time ago.
Without Jesus we wouldn’t know about God, we would be in
the dark. But Jesus is the light, shining on God, so that we
can see who he is and what he’s like, so that we can get to
know God.
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This is so wonderful! Jesus is the
Word and the light who tells us
and shows us God.

TAKE HOME
Lighthouse Craft Give each child
a plastic cup. Put it upside down
and decorate it to look like the
main part of a lighthouse. You
could stick pre-cut strips of
coloured card around the cup, or
use coloured tape and wrap it
round. When the children have
decorated their cups, give each
one an LED tea-light ‘candle’ to
place on the top of their
lighthouse. Cover this with a
smaller, clear plastic cup. The
children
can
take
their
lighthouses home as a reminder
that Jesus is the light who points
us to God and shows us what he’s
like.

2ND JANUARY
2022

WORD AND
LIGHT

RESPONSE
Letter About Jesus Give each child a piece of paper and invite
them to write a letter to themselves or draw a picture of
something that they’ve learnt about Jesus today. Maybe it’s
about him being the word that tells us about God, or it could be
about Jesus being the light who shows us what God is like.
Maybe it’s about believing in Jesus so that we can become part
of God’s family. Give each child an envelope and ask them to
write their name and address on it (younger children will need
an adult to help them with this). The children can put their
letter/picture inside their envelope, then provide them with a
stamp to stick on it before collecting the envelopes in. Tell the
children that in a few weeks/months’ time you will put the
envelopes in the post. The children will then receive their
letters/pictures as a reminder of what they learnt about Jesus
today.

ACTIVITY
Shining Light Make your space as dark as possible. If this isn’t
possible with the whole area, then try to create a zone that is
really dark, maybe by making some kind of den using
chairs/blankets so it’s dark inside. Set out several objects that
are difficult to see in the dark. Ask the children if they can tell
what any of the objects are. Then, using a torch, shine light on
to one of the objects. Ask the children if they can tell what it is
now? Repeat for the other objects. When it’s dark, we struggle to
see what things are don’t we? We don’t recognise things. We
need light to show us what things are, so that we can see them
clearly. Jesus is the light who shows us who God is, helping us
see him so that we can be part of his family.

GAME

JOHN 1: (1-9), 10-18

ALTERNATIVE
Shine a light onto a wall so
that
anything
placed
in
between
would
create
a
shadow. Light a match and
hold it in front of the light.
Observe how the matchstick
creates a shadow but the
flame does not. Look up 1 John
1:5. Think about this verse in
connection with the fact that
light has no shadow.

ALTERNATIVE
Provide the children with
scratch art sheets and ask
them to create pictures /
patterns on them inspired by
what you have been discussing
today. Reflect on how we
might scratch away some of
the darkness in the world to
reveal the light of Jesus.

ALTERNATIVE

Telephone Ask the children to sit in a circle or a long line.
Whisper a sentence into the ear of one of the children (the end
child if sitting in a line). This child must then repeat the
sentence, whispering it into the ear of the child sitting next to
them, and so on, until all the children have had the sentence
whispered to them. Care must be taken so that other children
don’t overhear what is being said each time. When the last child
receives the sentence, they say it out loud to the group. Review
what they say against the original sentence to see how they
compare! Repeat the game with a different sentence and
different children starting/finishing. We weren’t always very
good at passing on information with our words in that game.
Jesus is the word, and he always passes his message on
perfectly.
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Play the word game hangman
with your group. Depending on
their ages you could choose
key
words
from
today's
passage or if the children are a
little older, try it with some
short, well known Bible verses,
for example, Hebrews 13:8,
Psalm 119:105, 1 John 4:19, 1
Thessalonians 5:16. How does
what we read in the Bible grow
our relationship with God.

2ND JANUARY
2022

LET'S CHAT
Ask your child what they did and
tell them what you learned in
church today!
Jesus is the Word who tells us
about God. In what ways do you
communicate as a family?

WORD AND
LIGHT

JOHN 1: (1-9), 10-18

LET'S PRAY
Father God, thank you for sending Jesus into the world. We
thank you for fun times over Christmas where we were able
to celebrate Jesus being born. Thank you that Jesus is the
word and the light. Please help us to see what Jesus is
showing us. May we receive Jesus and believe in him. Thank
you that we can become part of your family as your
children. Amen

Jesus is the light who shows us
what God is like. How can we show
and share God with other people?
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WORD AND
LIGHT

JOHN 1: (1-9), 10-18

LET'S PRAY
Father God, thank you for sending Jesus into the world. We
thank you for fun times over Christmas where we were able
to celebrate Jesus being born. Thank you that Jesus is the
word and the light. Please help us to see what Jesus is
showing us. May we receive Jesus and believe in him. Thank
you that we can become part of your family as your
children. Amen

9TH JANUARY 2022

BAFFLING
BAPTISM

LUKE 3: 15-17, 21-22

Aim: To understand that Jesus’ baptism shows us who he is, the Son of God, and that we need a
baptism of the Holy Spirit, in our hearts.

OVERVIEW

ALL AGE TALK

John the Baptist was travelling
around the Jordan area, preaching
while he went. John was preaching
a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. By doing this,
John was preparing people for the
imminent arrival of the Messiah,
God’s promised King who would
bring salvation. Some people
began to wonder if John might be
the Messiah, but John was clear
that he was not. John said his
baptism was only with water, but
one who is much greater would
come and baptise with the Holy
Spirit. When Jesus came to be
baptised by John it was pretty
spectacular! Heaven opened, the
Holy Spirit came down in the form
of a dove and rested on Jesus, and
a voice came from Heaven saying:
“You are my Son, whom I love,
with you I am well pleased.” This
event made it clear that Jesus was
special - God’s Son, the Messiah.

We’re just over a week into 2022, and I wonder how you’re
doing with your New Year Resolutions. Has anyone made
any this year? Who’s managed to keep them so far? Who’s
already broken them?!

PRAYER
Father God, thank you for making
it clear that Jesus is your Son.
Thank you for the Holy Spirit who
changes us from the inside out
and makes our hearts clean. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen

New Year Resolutions are a way we try to improve
ourselves. We make a fresh start with the new year, maybe
try to give up bad habits, or try to get into new (good!)
habits. More often than not though, we soon fail, and we
find ourselves making the same new year resolutions, year
after year. That’s because only Jesus can give us the clean
start that we need by changing our hearts on the inside, not
just the outside behaviour.
There was a man, Jesus’ cousin, called John the Baptist. John
was calling people to repentance and faith, and was
baptising people. John was preparing people for the coming
Messiah - the King who would bring salvation for God’s
people. Some people wondered if John might be the
Messiah, but John knew that he wasn’t and that there was
someone much more important than him. Jesus came to
John to be baptised, but this was no ordinary baptism! Jesus
was baptised in the river, and when he came up out of the
water, the heavens opened, and the Spirit came down on to
Jesus like a dove. Then everyone heard a voice from heaven
saying: “You are my beloved Son, with you I am well
pleased.” This must have been an amazing thing to see! All
parts of the Trinity together!! God the Father was making it
very clear that Jesus was His Son. And the Spirit was there
very obviously too. There is no doubt that Jesus is the
Messiah.
John only baptised with water, but Jesus came to baptise
with the Holy Spirit. Water baptism is just on the outside, a
symbol of what the Holy Spirit does in our hearts on the
inside. Water washes the outside, but the Holy Spirit washes
us on the inside, cleaning our hearts from our sin – that’s
what Jesus came to do, that’s what happens when we repent
and believe.

SONG
We Are The Church - Cornerstone
Nottingham's version - YouTube

Church

9TH JANUARY 2022

BAFFLING
BAPTISM

LUKE 3: 15-17, 21-22

SET THE SCENE

DISCUSSION CONT.

Have a group discussion about baptism. Ask if the children
have seen anyone be baptised? Or if anyone has been
baptised themselves? What was it like? What happened? (If
they were baptised as a baby, they probably won’t
remember their own!) Maybe share a personal story of
your own baptism or of someone else’s that you’ve been
to. Baptism is a really important part of a Christian’s life
and faith journey. Today we’re going to see what
happened when Jesus got baptised. It was very different to
any other baptism!

Our hearts are dirty because of
our sin, because of the times
when we don’t love God or other
people. But when we put our
trust in Jesus, asking God for his
forgiveness, the Holy Spirit
comes and makes our hearts
clean, and helps us to live
following Jesus.

DISCUSSION
John the Baptist travelled around preaching and baptising
people. John was getting people ready for the arrival of
someone very special, God’s promised King who would bring
salvation. In today’s Bible story, Jesus came to be baptised
by John. Let’s see what happened…
Read Luke 3: 21-22 from an appropriate Bible translation.
You could use props to act out the events e.g. a bowl of
water, a Lego figure for Jesus, and a toy/paper bird for the
dove. There were some strange things that happened when
Jesus was baptised. What were they? Heaven opened, and a
dove came and landed on Jesus. This dove was the Holy
Spirit. There was also a loud voice from Heaven. What did
the voice say? The voice said “This is my Son, whom I love. I
am pleased with him” Who do you think the voice belonged
to?
It was God the Father speaking. He was making it very clear
that Jesus was his son. When Jesus got baptised we see a
beautiful picture of all three persons of God. This is known
as the Trinity. God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Spirit were all there together. This again is to show us
just how special and important Jesus is. Jesus is God’s Son.
John said something very interesting about Jesus. Listen
carefully to what John said. Read Luke 3: 16 from a suitable
Bible translation. What does John baptise with? What will
Jesus baptise with? John only baptises with water, but Jesus
baptises with the Holy Spirit. Baptism with water is a really
great and important thing, but it’s only a picture. When we
have a shower or a bath, the water washes us clean on the
outside. When we trust and believe in Jesus, the Holy Spirit
washes us clean on the inside.
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That’s what baptism is a picture
of – God washes us clean on the
inside by his Holy Spirit. It’s so
brilliant that God deals with our
problem of sin and makes our
hearts clean. We can’t do it
ourselves, and it means that we
can be friends with God and live
with him forever!

TAKE HOME
Flying Doves Photocopy the dove
template provided with this
week’s materials on to pieces of
thin card so you have one for
each child. Invite the children to
decorate their dove with words,
symbols or pictures that describe
Jesus. Then cut the dove shapes
out (younger children will need
help with this). Provide each child
with a square of white tissue
paper and show them how to fold
it into a fan by folding it
repeatedly, flipping the paper
over each time. Cut a slit in the
middle of the dove and push the
tissue paper through the slit to
create a wing on each side.
Attach string/ribbon to the head
of the dove so the children can
hang it up somewhere at home
and be reminded of how special
Jesus is.

9TH JANUARY 2022

BAFFLING
BAPTISM

RESPONSE
Filter Paper Art Give each child a coffee filter paper. Invite
them to draw a pattern on the filter paper using washable felt
tip pens. As they draw the pattern, encourage them to think of
Jesus’ baptism, and what it might have been like to be there and
experience it, to see the Holy Spirit come from Heaven as a
dove, and to hear God’s actual voice speaking out loud. Help
them to imagine the excitement and joy of realising how special
and important Jesus is – He is God’s Son come to save us! When
the children have finished drawing their designs, they can spray
the filter papers with water. Not a lot of water is needed. As the
filter paper gets wet, the felt tip will run and produce a tie-dye
effect, hopefully making a cool pattern! The filter papers will
need to be put in a safe place to dry.

ACTIVITY

LUKE 3: 15-17, 21-22

ALTERNATIVE
Invite the children to take
turns to wash their hands in a
bowl of water as a symbol of
cleansing them from the things
they are sorry for. You might
like to play some quiet,
reflective music whilst they do
so. Once they've washed their
hands, ask the children to
draw a picture to show how
this activity made them feel.

ALTERNATIVE

Bottle Wash Before the session, take a few large clear plastic
bottles and pour in a mixture of PVA glue and soil, and give
them a good shake. This is to try and coat the inside of the
bottles so that they look really dirty. Paint the outside of the
bottles with washable black paint. Provide the children with
washing up bowls, with warm soapy water and a cloth/sponge.
Challenge the children to clean their bottles. After a minute or
so, see how the children are doing. Show that they’ll never get
the bottles fully clean by just washing the outside because the
inside is dirty too. We might try and make ourselves better, but
we can’t deal with the problem inside of us, the sin in our
hearts. Only the Holy Spirit can wash our hearts clean.

Make some oobleck (Cornflour
and water mixture). Allow the
children to play with the
mixture and discuss how it
feels. Experiment with putting
different objects into the
oobleck.
What
happens?
Submerging the items in
oobleck can remind us of the
submerging
that
happens
during baptism.

GAME

ALTERNATIVE

Sticker Tag Ask for two volunteers. One volunteer will need a
sheet of small stickers, e.g. coloured sticky dots. They are to
chase everyone else, trying to put a sticker on their backs. The
other person goes around taking the stickers off. The rest of the
group should try to avoid getting stickers on them. After a set
time, see how many people have stickers on them and how
many are without. You can then swap around to let other
children have a turn with the different roles. The sin in our lives
causes our hearts to be dirty, just like getting a sticker on you.
You couldn’t take the stickers off yourselves, just like we can’t
clean our hearts ourselves. But the Holy Spirit washes our
hearts and makes them clean, just like the people who were
taking the stickers off you.

Tape a length of waxed paper
to a table top. Use a pipette
(or spoon) to transfer a few
drops of water onto the waxed
paper at one end of the table.
Provide two children with
balloon pumps and let them
race to move their drop of
water using the air from the
pump to the other end of the
table. Make sure everyone gets
a turn!
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9TH JANUARY 2022

BAFFLING
BAPTISM

LUKE 3: 15-17, 21-22

LET'S CHAT

LET'S PRAY

Ask your child what they did and
tell them what you learned in
church today!

Sit down together and place a bowl of water in front of you
all. We sometimes try to make ourselves better, but we
often fail! Jesus changes us from the inside out by washing
our hearts clean with the Holy Spirit. Place your hands in the
bowl of water together and say the following prayer:

Today we were thinking about
what happened at Jesus’ baptism.
Have you been to someone’s
baptism? What happened?

Father God, thank you for your Son Jesus. Thank you that
he came to deal with the problem of sin in our hearts.
Please help us to trust in Jesus. Thank you for the Holy
Spirit who washes us clean so that we can be friends with
you. Amen

Have you made any New Year
Resolutions? How good are you at
keeping them?
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LUKE 3: 15-17, 21-22

LET'S CHAT

LET'S PRAY

Ask your child what they did and
tell them what you learned in
church today!

Sit down together and place a bowl of water in front of you
all. We sometimes try to make ourselves better, but we
often fail! Jesus changes us from the inside out by washing
our hearts clean with the Holy Spirit. Place your hands in the
bowl of water together and say the following prayer:

Today we were thinking about
what happened at Jesus’ baptism.
Have you been to someone’s
baptism? What happened?

Have you made any New Year
Resolutions? How good are you at
keeping them?

Father God, thank you for your Son Jesus. Thank you that
he came to deal with the problem of sin in our hearts.
Please help us to trust in Jesus. Thank you for the Holy
Spirit who washes us clean so that we can be friends with
you. Amen

16TH JANUARY 2022

WONDERFUL
WEDDING PARTY

JOHN 2: 1-11

Aim: To be thankful that Jesus isn’t boring but wants to bless us abundantly and help us to enjoy
life.

OVERVIEW

ALL AGE TALK

Today’s Bible passage is the first
miracle that Jesus performed, as
recorded by John. As it’s the first
one, that means it’s particularly
significant. It’s interesting that for
Jesus’ first miracle he chooses to
bless a small number of people by
helping them to have a brilliant
party. At first, we may think that
Jesus seems reluctant to help, but
actually he’s just reminding us
that
his
main
mission
is
something much bigger than the
miracles he performs. The way
Jesus speaks to his mother in
verse 4 might appear rude to us,
but in the original Greek the word
we translate as ‘woman’ wouldn’t
have implied any disrespect. The
stone water jars held a lot of
water. Jesus made about 900
bottles of wine in total! And not
just any wine, but the best wine.
This miracle links to Isaiah 25: 6
which speaks of the day of
salvation for God’s people where
there will be a feast, a banquet
with the finest of wines.

Before the service, prepare a clear water bottle with a small
amount of red food colouring or red squash at the bottom
which can’t be seen by a casual observer. You’ll also need a
clear jug of water handy to pour into your bottle at the
appropriate moment.

PRAYER
Thank you, Jesus, that you want to
bless us, and want us to enjoy life.
We’re sorry for when we doubt
your goodness. Please help us to
see your blessings in our lives.
Amen

Talk to the congregation about a wedding you’ve recently
attended, or perhaps you could share some stories from
your own wedding. Maybe you have a funny anecdote or
could show some photos.
In today’s Bible passage, Jesus goes to a wedding with his
mother and the disciples. But something terrible happens at
the party – they run out of wine! This was a really big deal in
Jesus’ time and was really bad news for the host.
Jesus’ mother, Mary, tells Jesus that they’ve run out of wine.
So, Jesus tells the servants to fill the six stone water jars
with water. Grab your prepared bottle. Now these jars were
HUGE, much bigger than the bottle I have here. The servants
did as Jesus said, they filled the jars with water. Pour water
into your bottle. Jesus told the servants to draw out some
water and take it to the master of the feast. Pour out some
‘water’ from your bottle into a glass, it will now have turned
red, looking like wine. As the servants did so, the water had
turned into wine, and the master of the feast was amazed
by how good the wine tasted! Try some of the ‘wine’ and
make a satisfied noise!
Jesus turned the water into wine! This was the very first
miracle that Jesus performed, and it tells us something very
important about Jesus. This miracle shows us that Jesus
wants to bless people; he wants us to enjoy life. Jesus isn’t
boring, or a party-pooper, as some people might think, but
Jesus is the life and soul of the party, and he wants to bring
blessing and goodness into our lives. Jesus made about 900
bottles of wine for the wedding feast – that’s a lot of wine!
Jesus wants to bless us abundantly. He’s not stingy with his
blessing, he wants to shower us with his goodness, and pour
out blessing upon blessing in our lives.

SONG
Great great, brill brill - YouTube

16TH JANUARY 2022

WONDERFUL
WEDDING PARTY

JOHN 2: 1-11

SET THE SCENE

DISCUSSION CONT.

Encourage the children to role-play a wedding. If you have
costumes and / or accessories, the children might like to
dress up as a bride or groom, or a wedding guest. Think
and talk about what weddings look like in various cultures,
not just from a white, Christian perspective. Ask if any of
the children have been to a wedding and what it was like,
who did they go with, etc. In today’s true story from the
Bible, Jesus went to a wedding, with Mary, his mother, and
the disciples. There was a big party celebrating the special
occasion, and Jesus had to help out to keep the party
going!

Can you think of some of the
ways Jesus blesses us? Jesus
gives us loads of blessings. Jesus
wants us to enjoy life. What did
Jesus say to his mother when she
told him the wine had run out?
Jesus said his hour had not yet
come (John 2:4). This was a
strange thing to say! Jesus is
helping us to see that he didn’t
just come to perform miracles,
but he had something even more
important to do. Do you know
what the most important thing
was? It was dying on the cross to
save us from our sins and open
the way for us to know God.
Because of Jesus’ death and
resurrection, (coming back to life
again) we have loads more
blessings!

DISCUSSION
Ask the children what makes a good party / what they like
about parties? Have some props for things they might say,
e.g., food, drinks, balloons, cake, presents, music, games,
friends/family being together.
When people had parties in Jesus’ time, the most important
things were the food and wine. If the food was good, the
party was good. If the wine was good, the party was even
better! Jesus went to a wedding and there was a big party
celebration. But there was a problem, a big problem, the
party hosts had run out of wine. But no problem is too big
for Jesus. Read the story of The Wedding at Cana from a
suitable children’s Bible.
Ask: What was the problem at the wedding? How did Jesus
fix the problem? Jesus is so powerful he can turn water into
wine, just like that! Amazing! Why do you think Jesus helped
the wedding's hosts? Jesus cares about his people. Jesus
wants to bless us, and to give us good things. Jesus wants us
to enjoy life.
Sometimes we forget this, and we think that Jesus is boring,
or just wants us to obey lots of rules and we sometimes
think that Jesus stops us from doing fun things. But Jesus
wants the very best for us. He wants us to have lots of fun.
He knows what is best for us, much more than we do. So,
when it seems like Jesus is telling us not to do something
that we want to do, we can trust him. He’s not just being a
spoil sport, but he’s looking after us. He wants the best for
us. Jesus gives us lots and lots of good things, he blesses us
every day.
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TAKE HOME
Party Bag In today’s Bible story
Jesus was at a wedding party and
if you go to a party, you often get
a party bag! Provide the children
with little paper bags and a
variety of small treats to choose
from to go inside their bag, such
as balloons, treat-sized chocolate
bars, pencils, stickers, etc. Also
provide laminated cards with the
Bible verse from John 10:10
printed on them: “I have come
that they may have life, and have
it to the full.” Invite the children
to choose some treats to put into
their party bag and ensure
everyone has a laminated card.
Talk with the children about the
Bible verse, then encourage them
to use their party bags to talk
with their family at home about
Jesus and his goodness to us.

16TH JANUARY 2022

WONDERFUL
WEDDING PARTY

JOHN 2: 1-11

RESPONSE

ALTERNATIVE

God's Blessings We saw in today’s Bible story that Jesus blessed
the people at the wedding. It was a very embarrassing thing to
run out of wine at a wedding feast. But Jesus stepped in, turning
water into wine, to bless the people who were there. Jesus cares
about his people and he wants us to experience his goodness.
Jesus gives us many, many blessings. Encourage the children to
think about the ways that God has blessed them. What good
things has God provided/given to them? How has God shown his
goodness to them? Today? This week? Write/draw these things
down. If appropriate, invite some of the children to share the
blessings they thought of and you can turn them into a prayer of
thanks.

Provide the children with
pieces of soluble (dissolving)
paper and ask them to write or
draw their feelings / questions
about miracles on them. Place
the pieces of paper into a
bucket of water and mix whilst
you ask God to transform your
understanding. Watch as the
paper disappears.

ACTIVITY

ALTERNATIVE

Party! Give each child a triangle of card to decorate which will
be used to make bunting. They could simply colour it in, design a
pattern on it, draw a picture or stick craft items on to it, e.g.,
feathers, sequins, gems, pom-poms, etc. Punch two holes in
each card triangle and thread them on to a long length of string.
Hang up the bunting to decorate your group's space. Eat some
simple party snacks together e.g., mini sandwich, party ring
biscuit, jelly… with paper party plates, wearing party hats, and
have some party poppers. Be aware of any food allergies and
ask parent’s permission beforehand. In today’s Bible story we
see that Jesus was at a wedding party. Everyone was enjoying
themselves, eating lovely food and dancing, but there was a
problem when they ran out of wine. Jesus needed to help.

Provide clean empty bottles
and half fill them with water,
plus a few drops of blue food
colouring, mixing well. In
separate bowls, mix baby oil
with a few drops of oil based
red food colouring. Use this
mixture to top up the bottles.
Screw on the lids and see how
the water changes when you
shake the bottles up.

GAME

ALTERNATIVE

Pass the Parcel A classic party game! In advance of the session,
wrap a small gift in several layers of paper. If possible, make
sure there are at least the same number of layers as there are
children playing. Sit the children in a circle and play some music.
As the music plays the children pass the parcel from one to
another around the circle. When the music stops, whoever is
holding the parcel at that moment unwraps a layer of paper. The
music then starts again. You could stop the music without
looking so you don’t know who it lands on, but it might be better
to stop it strategically so that each child has a turn at
unwrapping a layer. If appropriate, you could put a wrapped
sweet/chocolate in each layer of paper so that every child
receives a treat. Talk about how it feels to receive something
nice, like the treats in the pass the parcel.

Divide the group into two
teams. One team is 'cup up'
and the other is 'cup down'.
Place paper cups either on a
table or scatter them on the
floor (depending on space).
Give the children 30 seconds
to turn the cups over to match
their team e.g. cup up aim to
have the cups facing up, and
cup down must turn the cups
facing down. The winning team
is the one that has the most
cups matching their team's
name.
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16TH JANUARY 2022

WONDERFUL
WEDDING PARTY

JOHN 2: 1-11

LET'S CHAT

LET'S PRAY

Ask your child what they did and
tell them what you learned in
church today!

Keep a gratitude journal for this week. Each day, as a family,
talk about three things that have happened that you are
thankful for. Write these things down as a reminder of God’s
goodness to you. Say thank you to God using this prayer:

Talk about a fantastic party that
you all attended as a family. What
was so fun about it? Who else was
there?

Heavenly Father, we thank you for all the ways you have
blessed us today. Please help us to remember how good you
are to us. Amen

Do you sometimes see following
Jesus as boring? Talk about why
this isn’t the case. How does Jesus
help us to enjoy life?
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WONDERFUL
WEDDING PARTY

JOHN 2: 1-11

LET'S CHAT

LET'S PRAY

Ask your child what they did and
tell them what you learned in
church today!

Keep a gratitude journal for this week. Each day, as a family,
talk about three things that have happened that you are
thankful for. Write these things down as a reminder of God’s
goodness to you. Say thank you to God using this prayer:

Talk about a fantastic party that
you all attended as a family. What
was so fun about it? Who else was
there?
Do you sometimes see following
Jesus as boring? Talk about why
this isn’t the case. How does Jesus
help us to enjoy life?

Heavenly Father, we thank you for all the ways you have
blessed us today. Please help us to remember how good
and you are to us. Amen

23RD JANUARY 2022

GOD’S RESCUER
IS HERE!

LUKE 4: 14-21

Aim: To understand and rejoice that Jesus is the best superhero because he is God’s promised
Rescuer who sets us free.

OVERVIEW

ALL AGE TALK

At the time of Jesus, the Jews were
God’s
special
people;
the
descendants of Israel. Throughout
the Old Testament, God had
promised to send a Messiah, a
King who would bring salvation to
God’s people and judgement on
their enemies. The Jews were
waiting for God’s Messiah to come
and
rescue
them.
It
was
customary to read a section of
Scripture each Sabbath. There was
a formalised system of readings,
similar to the Lectionary readings
used in the Church of England and
by Weekly@! In today’s passage,
Jesus went to the synagogue in
Nazareth, where he was given the
reading for that Sabbath, a section
of Isaiah (Isaiah 61:1-2). After
reading
the
verses,
Jesus
remarkably said that the Scripture
had been fulfilled in their hearing.
Jesus claimed the verses were
about him! What Isaiah had
prophesied, was all about Jesus.
Jesus is the One who God had
sent, to teach people, to bring
freedom, healing, understanding,
and blessing. Jesus is the one God
has sent to rescue, the promised
Messiah.

Before the service, gather some pictures of things
associated with superheroes, such as symbols of Superman,
Wonder Woman, the Flash, Thor’s hammer, Captain
America’s shield, Spiderman’s mask, Ironman’s face, Hulk’s
clenched fist, the Batmobile, etc.

PRAYER
Lord God, thank you for sending
Jesus to rescue us. Thank you that
Jesus is the best superhero of all!
Please help us to trust in him. In
the mighty name of Jesus we pray.
Amen

How well do you know your superheroes? This morning I’m
going to show you some pictures of things linked to
superheroes, and you need to tell me which superhero
they’re connected to. (You could make this into a
competition between one side of the congregation and the
other as they are sat in front of you). All of these
superheroes have different strengths and abilities, some are
amazingly strong, some can fly, some have cool gadgets…
Jesus has the best superpower of all - he has the power of
the Holy Spirit. All superheroes do have one thing in
common… they all rescue people. In today’s Bible passage
we see that Jesus has the same mission, he has come to
rescue people too.
On the Sabbath, Jesus went to the synagogue, which is
where Jewish people meet for worship and teaching. Jesus
stood up to read from the Scripture and was given the scroll
of Isaiah to read. Isaiah lived hundreds of years before Jesus
and was one of God’s prophets, someone who God chose to
speak his message. So, Jesus read from Isaiah, he read:
(read out Luke 4: 18-19). Then Jesus rolled the scroll up,
gave it back and sat down. Everyone was watching him, and
Jesus said something very surprising, he said, “Today this
Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
Jesus was saying that these words were all about him. These
words that Isaiah wrote hundreds of years before, were all
about Jesus! This was as gob smacking as when Tony Stark
announced that he was Iron man! Jesus was claiming to be
God’s special guy. He was announcing that God had sent
him to teach people and to set people free… to help people
see, both physically and spiritually. Jesus had come to
rescue people… to rescue people from darkness, from sin,
from sickness. Jesus is God’s Superhero, God’s promised
Rescuer.

SONG
Jesus You're My Superhero - YouTube

23RD JANUARY 2022

GOD’S RESCUER
IS HERE!

LUKE 4: 14-21

SET THE SCENE

DISCUSSION CONT.

As the children arrive, engage them in a quick superhero
themed quiz, which can lead into a discussion about
superheroes and superpowers. Encourage leaders to share
who their superheroes are too, including normal people
like their parents, or partners and explain why they are
heroes to them. What kinds of situations do people need
rescuing from? You can talk about fictional scenarios, such
as an alien monster attack as well as real life situations
such as from a burning building. Today we’ll see the
ultimate superhero is Jesus and he has the ultimate
superpower, the Holy Spirit. He came to rescue people and
set them free from sin.

Lastly, the reading finished with,
“to proclaim the year of the
Lord’s favour.” Jesus had come to
teach people, to tell them about
God and his Kingdom and his
amazing salvation plan. From
what we know about Jesus, did
he do all these things? Jesus was
right, wasn’t he? Jesus is the best
superhero ever! He was sent by
God to rescue us; we just need to
trust in him.

DISCUSSION
Read the passage for today out to the children from an
appropriate translation of the Bible. Where did Jesus go on
the Sabbath? What did Jesus do when he was at the
synagogue? What did Jesus say about what he had read?
Let’s have a think about the different parts of the reading
from Isaiah that Jesus read. The first part of the reading
was, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me”. What do you think this
means?
A couple of weeks ago we were thinking about Jesus’
baptism. Can you remember what happened? The Holy
Spirit came down onto Jesus in the form of a dove. Jesus is
filled with the Holy Spirit, which is better than any other
superpower! When we trust in Jesus, we get the Holy Spirit
too! Next Jesus says he came to “proclaim good news to the
poor.” Any ideas what this means? Jesus isn’t just talking
about people who don’t have much money, he’s also talking
about anyone who is poor spiritually, anyone who is full of
sin and needs God’s Spirit in them. Jesus has come to bring
the good news that he offers a rich new life with God.
Jesus then says he’s been “sent to proclaim freedom for the
prisoners” and “to set the oppressed free.” We can become
prisoners of our sin, trapped by doing the wrong things. It’s
hard to always love God and other people, isn’t it? But Jesus
came to bring freedom from that. His death on the cross
means we can be forgiven and don’t need to face the
punishment for our sin because Jesus has done it for us.
Jesus also said he’s been sent for the “recovery of sight to
the blind.” Do you know what that means? Jesus did heal
many blind people so that they could see, but he’s also
talking about giving understanding to people and opening
their eyes to see the truth of who Jesus is.
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TAKE HOME
Scroll Each child will need a
piece of paper and two wooden
lollipop sticks. Glue one lollipop
stick to each of the short ends of
the paper and invite the children
to draw a picture of Jesus in the
middle of their paper. Starting at
each lollipop stick, roll the paper
around the stick towards the
middle, so that it looks like a
scroll. You can then unroll the
paper to reveal Jesus, and then
roll it back up again. Suggest that
the children take their scrolls
home as a reminder that Jesus
read from the scroll of Isaiah
when he was at the synagogue
and he said that what was
written was all about him!

23RD JANUARY 2022

GOD’S RESCUER
IS HERE!

RESPONSE

LUKE 4: 14-21

ALTERNATIVE

Superhero Symbol Prior to the session, photocopy the Jesus
superhero symbols onto card and cut them out. The symbols
need to be big enough to write/draw on the back so we would
suggest making each one roughly A5 size. Give each child a
symbol and ask them to think of somebody that they know who
is a hero to them. Invite them to draw a picture of that person
on the back of their symbol and to write down why they are a
hero. Jesus said that he came to proclaim good news. Invite the
children to next write some good news about Jesus somewhere
on their card, e.g., Jesus sets us free. Encourage the children to
take their superhero symbols home and to give them to the
person who is their hero. This can be a way of saying thank you
to the person for being a hero and a way of telling them about
Jesus the ultimate superhero.

Print multiple copies of today's
Bible passage - enough for one
per child. Using a craft paper
punch, e.g. a heart shape, or
scissors ask the children to cut
out a section of the reading
that stands out to them and
place in a jar. This could
become your promise jar, so
that every time you hear about
a promise of Jesus being
fulfilled, you can add to it.

ACTIVITY

ALTERNATIVE

Setting Prisoners Free If the children are willing, tie their hands
together using a bandana or other soft cloth as if they were
handcuffed. Challenge the children to do simple tasks like clap
their hands, draw a picture, build a tower, etc. These tasks will
be difficult to do because their hands are tied together. Set the
children free by untying the cloths and let them try some of the
tasks again if they want to. In today’s Bible passage, Jesus said
that he had come to set the prisoners free. Jesus wasn’t talking
about releasing people from jail. All of us can get tied up in sin,
and it can make our lives hard. It also separates us from God’s
love. But Jesus came to set people free from the prison of sin.
Jesus came to give us new lives of freedom where we can be
friends with God.

Give each child a box template
(see attached) and encourage
them to decorate it with
colours. Then cut them out
and fold along the lines to
make the box. When the box is
closed it is a 'God's Promise'
story cube, but when the net is
opened out it is a cross shape,
reminding us of God's ultimate
promise for our salvation.

GAME

ALTERNATIVE

Stuck in the Mud Ask the children to spread themselves out in a
large play space (this game works really well outside). Choose a
willing child to be ‘On.’ They are to chase the other children and
try to tag them. When a child has been tagged, they need to
stand still on the spot with their legs and arms spread wide.
They are stuck in the mud. They can be freed by another child
going under their arms or through their legs. Once freed they
again need to avoid being tagged. Change the child who is ‘On’
when either everyone else is stuck in the mud, or at another
appropriate time. Without Jesus, we are trapped by our sin, like
people stuck in the mud. But Jesus came to rescue us and set us
free. Jesus gives us new life with him that lasts forever.

Cut up the words from Isaiah
38:7, creating enough sets for
each team that you will divide
the children into. You might
want to print each set of
words onto different coloured
paper to make it easier. Hide
the words around the room.
The children must find all the
words they need and put them
into the correct order; the first
team to do so wins.
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23RD JANUARY 2022

GOD’S RESCUER
IS HERE!

LUKE 4: 14-21

LET'S CHAT

LET'S PRAY

Ask your child what they did and
tell them what you learned in
church today!

Talk about your favourite superhero movies and maybe
watch one of them together. Remember that Jesus is the
best superhero ever. Jesus had the Holy Spirit and he offers
it to us too. Pray together:

What superhero power would you
like to have?
What makes Jesus the ultimate
superhero? What are his powers?

23RD JANUARY 2022

Father God, thank you for sending Jesus. We praise him
because he’s the ultimate superhero. Thank you for the
incredible mission Jesus had to set people free from sin.
Please help us to understand more of what that means for
us. Thank you for the gift of your Holy Spirit. Please help us
to know his presence and power with us. For your glory we
pray. Amen

GOD’S RESCUER
IS HERE!

LUKE 4: 14-21

LET'S CHAT

LET'S PRAY

Ask your child what they did and
tell them what you learned in
church today!

Talk about your favourite superhero movies and maybe
watch one of them together. Remember that Jesus is the
best superhero ever. Jesus had the Holy Spirit and he offers
it to us too. Pray together:

What superhero power would you
like to have?
What makes Jesus the ultimate
superhero? What are his powers?

Father God, thank you for sending Jesus. We praise him
because he’s the ultimate superhero. Thank you for the
incredible mission Jesus had to set people free from sin.
Please help us to understand more of what that means for
us. Thank you for the gift of your Holy Spirit. Please help us
to know his presence and power with us. For your glory we
pray. Amen

30TH JANUARY 2022

THE WAIT IS
OVER

LUKE 2: 22-40

Aim: To understand that Jesus is the one God’s people had been waiting for (the Messiah), so let’s
praise Him.

OVERVIEW

ALL AGE TALK

In the passage, Mary and Joseph
take Jesus to the Temple at
Jerusalem following what God had
said in the Law of Moses. In verses
23-24, Luke quotes from Exodus
13:2,12
and
Leviticus
12:8,
showing us their obedience to
what the Law commanded. At the
time of Jesus, God’s people were
waiting for God’s Messiah, the
King who would come to save
them (Christ is another word for
Messiah). Both Simeon and Anna,
as devout Jews, had been waiting
and longing for the arrival of the
Messiah.
Supernaturally,
it’s
revealed to them that Jesus is the
one they’ve been waiting for (even
though he’s just a tiny baby). They
respond with blessing and praise
to God. Simeon also prophesies
over Jesus, telling how he will
bring salvation for all people, both
Jews and Gentiles, but will also
meet opposition.

Ask for a child volunteer from the congregation to come to
the front. Place a treat e.g., a marshmallow, in front of them.
Tell them they can either take that treat and eat it now, or if
they wait patiently, without eating or touching it, until you’ve
finished your talk, then you’ll give them even more. But only
if they wait… Ask the volunteer what they will do? (If they
choose to immediately take the treat, ask for another
volunteer, until you get someone who’s willing to try to
wait).

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, thank you for
Jesus who came to save us. Please
help us to be as excited as Simeon
and Anna were about Jesus. May
we praise Jesus like they did and
tell others about him too. Amen

In today’s Bible passage, we see two people who had been
waiting a loooooong time for something, but their wait was
totally worth it! Jesus had recently been born and it had
come to the time for Mary and Joseph, to present him at the
Temple and make the sacrifices as was commanded in the
Law. So, the three of them went to Jerusalem. In Jerusalem,
there was a man called Simeon. Simeon was a very devout
Jew, and he was guided by the Holy Spirit. Simeon was
waiting for God to rescue his people. The Holy Spirit had
told Simeon that he would see God’s Promised King, the
Messiah, before he would die, and he was waiting for this to
come true. Simeon was at the Temple at the same time as
Mary, Joseph, and Jesus and when he saw the baby Jesus, he
picked him up and praised God! Simeon knew his wait was
finally over – Jesus was the one he’d been waiting for! Jesus
was the Messiah. Jesus was the one who would save God’s
people!
There was also a lady called Anna at the Temple. She was
very old, and she had been waiting a long time for God’s
rescue too. Whilst Jesus was at the Temple, Anna started to
praise and thank God - she knew the waiting was over. She
was so EXCITED because the Messiah was here!
Now let’s see how our volunteer has got on… have they
waited? Or have they eaten the marshmallow? They’ve
waited, so they can have the whole bag of marshmallows!
Was that worth the wait? Just like for Simeon and Anna, their
wait for God’s Messiah was totally worth it – they got to see
Jesus!

SONG
All About Jesus Lyrics and Actions - YouTube

30TH JANUARY 2022

THE WAIT IS
OVER

LUKE 2: 22-40

SET THE SCENE

DISCUSSION CONT.

Hold a baby doll wrapped in a blanket as if it is a real
baby. Invite the children to have a look at it. Ask them
questions about the baby, e.g., what’s the baby’s name?
What job will it do when it’s older? What’s its favourite
colour? They will either say they don’t know or will
respond with their own made-up answers which are likely
to contradict each other. Ask: Can you not tell just from
looking at the baby? In today’s Bible story we meet Simeon
and Anna. They saw the baby Jesus, and immediately knew
that he was God’s King who would grow up and be the
Saviour of the world.

The Bible calls that sin, and
because we all sin, we all deserve
the punishment for our sin. But
when Jesus died on the cross, he
took the punishment for our sin
on himself. So, if we trust in
Jesus, then we are forgiven. We
are free and saved from all the
wrong things we do.

DISCUSSION
Have you ever had to wait for anything? Maybe for your
birthday party, or for Christmas? Or for a bus? Maybe last
year, you had to wait to visit your grandparents because of
the Coronavirus pandemic… Let the children (and leaders)
share stories of times when you’ve waited. What was it like
waiting? Did you find it easy or hard? I find waiting really
hard, especially when it’s waiting for something that I’m
looking forward to.
In today’s Bible story, there are two people, Simeon and
Anna, who had been waiting a long time for something. They
hadn’t been waiting a few weeks, or hours, but they’d been
waiting their whole lives for this – they were waiting for God
to send His special King, called the Messiah, to come and
save His people. This was a big thing to wait for, but God
had told them He would do it, so they were waiting… and
waiting… and waiting… until one day…
Read the Bible story from an appropriate Children’s Bible.
Afterwards, ask:
Who went to the temple?
What did Simeon do when he saw Jesus?
How do you think Simeon was feeling? (You might want to
offer some suggestions for younger children.)
What did Anna do?
Why were Simeon and Anna so excited about Jesus?
God told Simeon and Anna that Jesus was the Messiah,
God’s promised King. Jesus had come to save God’s people.
Simeon and Anna were so happy because their wait was
finally over. Jesus had come to save people, and he did this
by dying on the cross. None of us are always good, are we?
We don’t always treat everyone as we should, do we? And
we don’t always love God.
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Jesus died in our place so that we
can be part of God’s family and
live with him forever. That is
amazing! That is definitely worth
getting excited about! And we
don’t have to wait, Jesus has
already come and died for us. We
can praise Jesus by saying thank
you to him for saving us.

TAKE HOME
Glasses Provide each child with a
glasses template printed onto
thin card. Ask them to cut out the
glasses, including the holes for
the eyes. For younger children it
might be best for you to do this
for them before the session.
Invite the children to decorate
the glasses (each of the three
parts), then attach the arms so
they can put them on. The
children can take the glasses
home and be reminded of the
words from Luke 2:30 - words
Simeon said in praise to God:
“For my eyes have seen your
salvation.” Simeon and Anna saw
that Jesus was the Saviour, but
other people just saw a baby.

30TH JANUARY 2022

THE WAIT IS
OVER

RESPONSE
M&M Prayers Ask the children to sit in a circle and pass round a
dish of M&Ms (be mindful of any allergies). Ask the children to
each pick one out, but not to eat it yet. While holding their M&M
and waiting to eat it, they are invited to say a prayer to God
(aloud or in their hearts). The colour of their chosen M&M will
direct what sort of prayer it should be:
Red – say sorry to God for something
Green – say thank you to God for something
Blue – ask God for something for yourself
Orange – ask God for something for someone you know
Brown – pray about something happening in the world
Yellow – pray for your church
After saying their prayer, they can eat their M&M. Repeat,
making sure they choose a different colour M&M.

LUKE 2: 22-40

ALTERNATIVE
Put on some reflective music
and encourage the children to
spend time listening to the
music and listening to God.
After a while invite them to
draw or write whatever comes
to mind. Are there certain
words, letters, images, colours
etc. feel significant. Practicing
techniques like this can help
us to get to know God's voice.

ACTIVITY

ALTERNATIVE

What Do You See? Get a box and cut a small hole in one side of
it and choose an object that is familiar to the children. Without
the children seeing what the object is, place it in the box so that
it can be partially seen through the hole. Ask the children to
guess what’s inside the box. What do they see? When everyone
who wants to guess has done so, reveal what the object is.
Repeat this for several objects. (Alternatively, you could do this
with a folder rather than a box and use pictures of different
things rather than objects.) Simeon and Anna only saw Jesus as a
tiny baby, but they could see he was special and would be the
one who would save God’s people. They could see Jesus was the
Saviour.

Encourage the children to
attach
different
coloured
pieces of ribbon to a wooden
curtain ring. When the ribbon
rings are finished, use them to
praise God by waving them,
perhaps to music. Simeon and
Anna continued to praise God
even though it would have
been easy to grow impatient.
See the example here: How to
Make Dancing Ribbon Rings Buggy and Buddy

GAME
Red Light, Green Light When you call out ‘Green Light’, the
children can move around the room/dance to music, be as active
as they like (keeping safe within the restrictions of your space).
When you call out ‘Red Light’, the children must freeze and stay
still, waiting until you call out Green Light. When the children
have got used to the game you can have fun trying to trick them
out saying things similar, e.g., green cucumber, red apple, etc.
You can play this game like musical statues so if anyone moves
when they’re not meant to, they’re out. The winner is the last
one left who has been waiting and listening well. In the game,
when ‘Red Light’ is called out, you have to wait before you can
move again; you have to wait until you hear the words ‘Green
Light’. In today’s Bible story, Simeon and Anna had to wait for
Jesus to come and save God’s people.
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ALTERNATIVE
There are lots of instances in
life where we have to wait and
people have invented games to
help us pass the time. One
that probably everyone knows
is 'I spy'. Play 'I Spy' together,
taking turns at being the one
to choose the mystery object.
For younger children you can
use the colour of the object
instead of the first letter.
Simeon and Anna spent time
watching and waiting for Jesus.

30TH JANUARY 2022

LET'S CHAT
Ask your child what they did and
tell them what you learned in
church today!
Talk about a time when you had to
wait
for
something
either
individually or as a family.
Even though Jesus was only a baby,
Simeon and Anna knew he was the
Saviour. Who do you see Jesus is?
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Ask your child what they did and
tell them what you learned in
church today!
Talk about a time when you had to
wait
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individually or as a family.
Even though Jesus was only a baby,
Simeon and Anna knew he was the
Saviour. Who do you see Jesus is?

THE WAIT IS
OVER

LUKE 2: 22-40

LET'S PRAY
Make some sweet treats together as a family (cakes, or
biscuits, or peppermint creams, etc.) but when they are
ready, don't eat them, wait! Save your treats till later in the
day, when perhaps you can share them with someone else.
Simeon and Anna were waiting for God’s rescuer to come
and they were hugely blessed when they finally got to meet
him. Pray together:
Father God, thank you for sending Jesus to rescue us.
Please give us eyes to see all that Jesus is. Please help us to
be full of joy because Jesus came and died to save us from
our sins. Holy Spirit please help us to tell others about
Jesus so they can know his love and peace too. In his name
we pray. Amen
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