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Welcome to our Weekly@ lectionary resource which has
been created to support your children's ministry by
providing ideas which sit along side the themes within the
weekly gospel lectionary reading.

You will find that many of our suggested activities come
with adaptations, which vary from age adaptations, to
budget and even location adaptations, making sure you're
fully equipped to be able to modify Weekly@ to suit your
group context.

L E C T I O N A R Y  R E S O U R C E

WELCOME

GUEST WRITER
Debbie Green

Debbie has worked for NISCU (Northern Inter-
Schools Christian Union) in the North Lancashire
area for 25 years bringing assemblies and lessons
about the Christian faith to around 50 local
schools regularly. As a trained teacher, she is
passionate about sharing the gospel in relevant
and memorable ways and has written scores of
NISCU resources as well as co-writing the Bishop’s
Bible Challenges for Blackburn Diocese. 

We love seeing the way you use this resource so
make sure to share with us on Facebook and tag
us in @BDBEUpdates.



Bring to church with you a box full of Christmas things that
need sorting out. Show it to the congregation and begin
untangling lights, organizing baubles, sorting cards whilst
you chat about how there’s so much to do, so many lists of
people to buy presents for, cards to write, food to prepare,
decorations to put up… etc. Look overwhelmed as you pull
out wrapping paper, tinsel and crackers, etc. Then pause
and put the box behind you. Ask if there’s anything you’ve
forgotten. Someone might say Jesus. If they don’t, just check
in the box anyway. Have a tiny baby Jesus in the box –
perhaps there is one in a nativity set you can use.

So many people will completely miss Jesus this Christmas.
It’s our job to prepare the way and make it easier for people
to come to him. If someone came to my house, would there
be a nativity set there to talk about and focus on? If they
heard music coming from my house would Mariah Carey get
centre stage, or would there be some Christmas carols
mixed in there too? Whilst I prepare and make time for
shopping and wrapping and posting and partying, do I also
make time for praying and meditating on the one who
started Christmas?

In our Bible passage today, we read about a man named
John who went into the country around the Jordan River
preaching and telling people to prepare for the coming of
the Lord. When John told people to prepare, he didn't mean
that they should put up lights or hang up decorations or buy
crackers. He meant that they should prepare their hearts to
receive Jesus. Jesus is coming and yes, we should celebrate
and it’s right to get excited, but are we making a way so that
others can see what we are celebrating, or is Jesus hidden at
the bottom of a box and forgotten? This Advent, let’s not
only prepare ourselves but also help the people around us
to see what it is that’s important to us this Christmas.

John, the son of Zechariah and
Elizabeth was related to Jesus.
John was another miracle too. God
had special plans for John, he was
to herald the arrival of Jesus and
this was all written about by Isaiah
around 700 years earlier. Here is
that voice, like the prophets that
the Jews would have known and
read about from their teachings,
but a new quirky, prophet
attracting people to his teaching,
even though he was telling them
to repent! His clothing and diet
are commented on for being
unusual and his message was one
of urgency. Everyone knew that
God’s Messiah or Christ would
come one day, but here was John
saying that day had come. And the
thing that might hinder his
hearers from getting to see the
anointed one sent by God was
their sin. In preparing a way, John
asked his listeners to say sorry
and symbolize that cleansing by
dipping in the Jordan River. How
do we prepare the way for others
to come to Jesus? What paths do
we need to clear, level or fill in to
make them smoother? 

 5 T H  D E C E M B E R
2 0 2 1

Aim: To think about how we can clear the way so that people can see Jesus this Christmas. 

OVERVIEW

P R E P A R E  T H E
W A Y

L U K E  3 :  1 - 6

PRAYER

ALL AGE TALK

Lord, thank you for the fun of
Christmas. Help us this year to
remember to make a clear path to
you, so that other people find
their way to the manger to
worship the Son of God. Amen

SONG
'The Candle song' (Like a candle flame) | Lyrics -
YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cZGVQKjn_V8


Advent is a time for preparation, where we focus on and
prepare for Christmas. Let each child tell you about how
they are preparing for Christmas. If they mention anything
that involves Jesus (carol singing, giving to the homeless / a
food bank, doing a nativity play, putting up a nativity set,
etc) write it down on a piece of paper cut into an arrow
shape (or an arrow shaped post-it note) and put it on the
floor in front of you.

Explain that lots of people don’t even realise it is Jesus’s
birthday on Christmas Day, but as Christians we have the
chance to help people understand what we believe. Ask the
children if they can think of anything else that they do that
points people to Jesus. Tell them some of the things you do
as adults / leaders. Now ask them to think of one thing they
could do that they don’t do already that would help people
understand what Christmas is about.

In our Bible passage today, we hear about John the Baptist
preparing the way for Jesus. John was Jesus’ cousin and he
spent his whole life pointing people to Jesus and telling
them that Jesus was the one who had come to rescue the
world. He knew how important this was. So important that
he didn’t just talk about the good news of Jesus’ coming
once, but he talked about it over and over again, so that
people might understand how special and significant this
was. Make sure you don’t make them feel like Christians
aren’t supposed to enjoy the other stuff associated with
Christmas too. It’s just important that Jesus gets to
celebrate his birthday and he wants more than anything for
more people to come to him and find forgiveness and life
and hope. Let’s make that our present to Jesus this
Christmas.

Before the children arrive, scatter tiny pom poms all over
the floor and place something that looks like a manger at
the other end of the room. As the children come into the
room, tell them that it’s important that we get to the
manger and worship Jesus, and that we clear the way for
everyone else too, but all these tiny baubles (pom poms)
are in the way! Give each child a clothes peg and tell them
that they have one minute to pick up as many pom pom
baubles as they can with their peg and clear the way by
dropping them into a large bowl. They aren’t allowed to
touch the pom poms with their fingers!

5 T H  D E C E M B E R
2 0 2 1

SET THE SCENE

P R E P A R E  T H E
W A Y

L U K E  3 :  1 - 6

DISCUSSION

ALTERNATIVE
Ask the children if they have ever
been travelling and the car has
driven over a pothole in the road. It
can make the journey quite
uncomfortable if the road is bumpy
and in bad condition, and it can
even be dangerous. Worse than
potholes, are sinkholes that open
up and the surface of the road can
disappear underground. (You might
like to show the children some
pictures of sinkholes in the road.)
When important people, like kings,
used to travel, they would send
men ahead of them to prepare a
road. They would clear a path and
smooth out the road to make
traveling more comfortable for the
king. John the Baptist's job was to
help clear the path for the most
important king ever… Jesus! Use
this example as a tool to discuss
how we prepare the road (our
hearts!) for Jesus coming. 

Window Decoration Print off the
template of the word Jesus
(included with this week’s
materials) onto thin card for each
child. Cut out the word Jesus
(younger children will need help
with this) and ask the children to
decorate it with Christmas
stickers and sequins. Fold the cut
out slightly into a zig zag so that
it stands up on its own. Give
everyone a battery-operated tea
light and invite them to put their
Jesus cut-out in their front
window at home with the lit tea
light behind it. People passing by
will see how beautiful it is and
will hopefully stop to think about
Jesus this Christmas time.

TAKE HOME



ACTIVITY

Advent Calendar Make a big Advent Calendar together using
the 24 descriptions of Jesus that you wrote on your list (see
response section). There are various ways to construct your
calendar, for example using simple paper flaps to open like
doors, or you could write each description on a paper star with
the number on the back and dangle them from a length of string
as a decoration. Alternatively, you might like to set up a nativity
scene and hide the 24 descriptions all over the scene either as
little scrolls tied with red ribbon, or in matchboxes wrapped in
Christmas paper (depending on the size of your nativity set).
Then you need to remember to open or read a week’s worth of
descriptions each Sunday with the children.

RESPONSE
Describing Jesus Christmas often involves writing lots of lists of
things to do. Let’s make a new list describing how wonderful
Jesus is – see how many things you can think of together. To
make this more fun, write your list on a big roll of paper and let
the children add their ideas after they’ve shared them with the
group, (or you can scribe for them) writing each line big and
bold. Try to come up with 24 things - have a few ideas ready in
case they need help. When you have finished, read out the list
and remind everyone that this is why we need to make sure
other people get to know Jesus too. 

Provide multiple copies of
images to represent these four
words: Listen, Give, Praise,
Follow. Invite the children to
pick one of these things to
focus on over the coming
weeks in order to prepare for
Christmas. Allow them to take
the image home as a reminder
to pray during Advent.

ALTERNATIVE

GAME

Christmas Journey This is probably a familiar game which
involves getting your team from one side of the room to the
other without touching the floor. Split the children into teams
and provide each group with one sheet of Christmas wrapping
paper. Tell them that this is the only thing they can stand on as
they cross the floor - they are allowed to tear it up if they want
to. Once all the groups have crossed over to the other side of
the room, take the same amount of paper off each team (or just
give them a smaller piece of wrapping paper if that’s easier) and
challenge them to do it again. Remind the children that the
theme today is making the path to Jesus clear, so they must
make sure they help the younger ones in their team. You are
going to score them for being quick, staying off the floor, for
good ideas, teamwork and also looking after each other.

Some people spend hours
planning and preparing the
dinner table ready for
Christmas day and napkins are
an essential part of this
display. Challenge the children
to a napkin folding
competition. Print out the
instructions and allow the
children a few minutes to
practice. (414) Pinterest
You could use lolly sticks for
the trunks and star stickers.
See how many they can make
in a given time frame.

ALTERNATIVE

5 T H  D E C E M B E R
2 0 2 1

P R E P A R E  T H E
W A Y

L U K E  3 :  1 - 6

ADAPTATION
If you prefer, the children
could make their own advent
calendars, still using the
descriptions of Jesus, so they
have one of their own to take
home. You will find free
printable calendars online and
you can cover the boxes with
paper flaps or post-it notes, or
if you have the budget,
purchase blank advent
calendars which the children
can write on and decorate.

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/439663982362337971/


5 T H  D E C E M B E R
2 0 2 1

P R E P A R E  T H E
W A Y

L U K E  3 :  1 - 6

LET'S CHAT

Ask your child what they did and
tell them what you learned in
church today!

What have you learnt about
preparing for Jesus’s coming
during Advent?

Why can it sometimes be hard to
remember to focus on Jesus at
Christmas?

Have a look around your home for things that point to Jesus
this Christmas time. How many things can you find? Put the
Jesus tea light window decoration on display and pray for
your neighbours:

Thank you, Lord, for all our neighbours and friends who
pass this window. Lord, help them to notice this decoration

and remind them that Christmas is all about you. May we
play a small part in leading them to you so that they find

love and forgiveness and life with you. Amen.

LET'S PRAY
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A focus of John the Baptist’s ministry was preaching to
people about repenting of their sins and proclaiming the
coming of the Messiah. In today’s reading, John speaks to
the crowds coming to be baptised by him. During this
exchange we see him telling the people how repentance
involves action, and those who claim to repent must
demonstrate it by how they choose to live. These messages
are just as relevant today as they were when John the
Baptist first delivered them. Christmas can be a bizarre
time; a time of ridiculous excess, but John the Baptist shows
us the importance of focusing less on ourselves and instead
giving Jesus priority, being sure to point others to him too. 

Do we always give Jesus his rightful place in our lives?
Reveal the word ‘Jesus’ cut out of large pieces of cardboard
at the front of church and distribute some pens and arrow
shaped post-it notes to the congregation. Play a suitable
piece of music (such as today’s suggestion ‘Jesus, joy of the
highest heaven’) whilst you read the following Bible verses
out to the congregation:

Philippians 2:10
“...that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth...”
Revelation 4:11
“You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and
honour and power, for you created all things, and by your
will they were created and have their being.”
Luke 3:16
“John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one
who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire.”
Acts 19:17
“...the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour.”

Invite the congregation to write (or draw) a prayer on an
arrow post-it note, asking for forgiveness because we often
do not put Jesus first. Invite some children to collect the
arrows and stick them to the ‘Jesus’ display at the front so
that all the arrows point to Jesus. 

As we prepare the way for the
arrival of the greatest man that
ever lived, we look to John. People
came to him even though he
called them a brood of vipers and
accused them of cheating and
lying. The crowds were convicted
by the truth of his words and
looked to him for help, wondering
if he might be the one God
promised to send – the Messiah.
John wanted the people to be
clear that he was not the one or
was even worthy of untying the
sandals of the Christ. He used
water to baptise and prophetically
told them that the Messiah will
baptise his followers with the Holy
Spirit. It perhaps seems strange
that this reading of condemnation
and accusation ends with the
words of John preaching the good
news and bringing
encouragement. In a similar way,
we don’t do anyone any favours
by ignoring their sin and their
desperate need to repent and
come to Christ. Think, when
people admire us or praise us for
our words of kindness or selfless
acts, do we point them to one who
is so much greater than us?

 1 2 T H  D E C E M B E R
2 0 2 1

Aim: To recognise that Jesus is so much greater than anyone living ever!

OVERVIEW

G R E A T E R
T H A N  M E

L U K E  3 :  7 - 1 8

PRAYER

ALL AGE TALK

Lord Jesus, forgive us for putting
ourselves first, or even putting
other people or other things in
your place. Help us to focus on
you this Christmas time,
recognising that you are worthy of
all honour and praise. Amen

SONG
Jesus, Joy of the Highest Heaven (A Children's Carol)
- Keith & Kristyn Getty - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZxJH52wNPQ0


In our Bible passage for today, John the Baptist is asked if
he is the Messiah – the one God was sending to rescue the
world. John was shocked and said that he was not even
worthy to tie Jesus’ sandals because Jesus is so much
greater than he is.

Write the word “nice” on a piece of paper in a speech
bubble. This word helps to say that you like something…but
it’s not a very inspirational word. What if you really love or
adore something…what words would be better? Have some
more speech bubbles for the children to write more
stimulating words on, e.g. awesome, amazing, brilliant,
spectacular, cool, marvelous, fantastic. Invite the children to
choose which words they like the best. Can they make up
some words of their own to help describe something even
better? If they need a little help in doing this, you could start
by blending some words together to make a new one, e.g.
Fantastic + Fabulous = Fantabulous / Fabtastic! 

Jesus is worth even better words than that. In heaven the
angels are singing all the time that Jesus is “worthy” – he’s
worth everything you can think of and more. When
Christmas comes we see shepherds and wise men coming to
worship the child Jesus. The word worship comes from the
word ‘worthship’ and means giving someone their worth –
this could be by saying it or singing it or bringing presents!
The Bible says that the shepherds told everyone they met
about Jesus and the wise men brought the best presents
they could think of because Jesus is worthy. Jesus is the
best!

Have ready some examples of things to compare and in
each instance, ask the children which one is greater, e.g. a
mole hill or a mountain? A blade of grass or a jungle? A
spoonful of soil or a sky full of stars? Be prepared that
some children may try to be clever and come up with
reasons why the lesser one is greater, so if that happens,
you could ask the group to vote. Now ask the children to
compare the kindest person ever and Jesus. Make sure
they know there is no competition. Jesus is off the scale
when it comes to comparison.

1 2 T H  D E C E M B E R
2 0 2 1

SET THE SCENE

G R E A T E R
T H A N  M E

L U K E  3 :  7 - 1 8

DISCUSSION

ALTERNATIVE
In the Bible reading for today, John
the Baptist said, "If you have two
coats, give one to someone who
doesn't have one. If you have food,
share it with someone else." In
other words, John was saying, "Stop
thinking only of yourself and start
thinking about others." Christmas
is less than two weeks away. How
much thought have we given to
what we can do for others during
the Christmas season? We have
been given so much... shouldn't we
share what we have with others
who may not have as much? What
are some ways that we can do that? 

Sandals Make flip flop sandals
(see the example on the link
below) with cardboard and pipe
cleaners. Show the children how
to draw round their own feet to
get the size right. Provide
coloured pencils and other items
so they can colour and decorate
their flip flops. Ask the children
to take their sandals home as a
reminder that John said that he
felt unworthy to untie Jesus’
sandals in your story today.
Hopefully, as sandals are a bit
out of season, they will catch the
children’s attention if they
display them somewhere at
home! (417) Pinterest

TAKE HOME

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/708894797596656759/


ACTIVITY

Pictures in the Sand This is a bit like ‘Pictionary’, but you will do
it using trays of sand (to remind them of John out in the desert
or the wise men coming to visit Jesus by travelling across the
desert). Provide a volunteer with a suggestion of something to
draw in the sand – they mustn’t speak. The rest of the group
must watch and try to guess what they are drawing. You could
choose a theme, for example, Christmas related words to make
it a bit easier – cracker, Christmas tree, angel, donkey, star, etc.
If you’re not able to use trays and sand, you could put the
children in pairs and get them to “draw” on their partners back
with their finger.

RESPONSE
Feet Challenge Remember how John said he wasn’t even good
enough to tie Jesus’ sandals? Well let’s try doing things with our
feet! Invite the children to take their shoes off. They can keep
their socks on for ease and to protect children from catching
verrucas! Show the children how to hold a pencil between their
toes and challenge them to write some words which describe
Jesus down on a piece of paper with their feet. The little ones
could just try to draw a smiley face. Then ask for a child
volunteer (or if no-one is willing, a leader) to say a prayer of
praise to Jesus using some of the words they like that have been
discussed.

Provide a selection of paper,
and follow these instructions
(How To Make A DIY Gift Bag
For Christmas | Designer
Trapped) so each child makes
their own gift bag. Once
finished, provide slips of paper
so the children can prayerfully
write down ideas for how they
can give and share what they
have. 

ALTERNATIVE

GAME

Action Game Play a game similar to ‘Captain’s Coming’ where
you call out commands such as “Port” and “Starboard” and the
children have to do the corresponding actions. Teach the
children these new actions and tell them they need to be able to
respond fast! Repent = get on your knees, Baptise = lie flat on
the floor (under the water!), Sandals = get down on one knee,
River Jordan = run to one side of the room, Desert = run to the
other side of the room. You could make up a few more actions
of your own if you want to. Let them have a practice before you
say that the last person to do the action will be out of the game
and will have to sit at the side. Don’t leave children sitting doing
nothing for long – you could perhaps say “All the crowds came”
and then everyone can re-join the game. 

Divide the children into teams
and provide everything they
need to wrap someone up like
a present. The teams should
choose one person to be
wrapped up and everyone else
gets to work. When you decide
that their time is up judge
their attempts, awarding
points for well secured
wrapping, the most attractive
wrapping, and accessories
(such as bows and gift tags).

ALTERNATIVE

1 2 T H  D E C E M B E R
2 0 2 1

G R E A T E R
T H A N  M E

L U K E  3 :  7 - 1 8

ALTERNATIVE
Make gift tags which the
children can used on gifts for
friends and family members at
Christmas. They could perhaps
make extra tags and give them
out for other people to use
too. Here of some simple
ideas, many of which will
produce a nice finish: (417)
Pinterest

https://designertrapped.com/how-to-make-a-diy-gift-bag/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/705939310311284594/


1 2 T H  D E C E M B E R
2 0 2 1

G R E A T E R
T H A N  M E

L U K E  3 :  7 - 1 8

LET'S CHAT

Ask your child what they did and
tell them what you learned in
church today!

How do you feel when you give and
share what you have with others?

What could you do to share what
you have with others this
Christmas?

Get everyone to guess how many pairs of footwear they
think there are in your house. Once everyone has written
down their guess, go on a mission together and count them
all to see whose answer is the closest! Perhaps doing this
activity has revealed that you have some shoes in the house
that are no longer worn? Although we are busy as we
approach Christmas, this is a perfect time to share what we
have by giving some things that you no longer need or use
to a charity shop. Pray together:

Lord, help us to understand just how great you are. Forgive
us when we forget. Thank you for John who knew he wasn’t
even worthy to untie your sandals. Each time we do up our

shoes Lord, remind us to bow to you and give you your
proper place in our lives. Also, like John reminds us, help us

to always share what we have with others. Amen

LET'S PRAY
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G R E A T E R
T H A N  M E
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Invite the congregation to join in with a Christmas carol quiz
where the answers are missing words for them to guess.
You could present this as words on a PowerPoint, you could
get your music group to sing and miss the word out (which
the congregation might find easier), or you could simply
read out the lines and say ‘blank’ in place of the missing
words. Say that their answers should include both the
missing words and the name of carol:

1. Come and behold him, Born the ____ of _____.
(King, Angels – O Come, All Ye Faithful)
2. The ____ ____ Jesus, Asleep on the hay.
(little, Lord - Away In A Manger)
3. Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, Born is the ____ of ______.
(King, Israel – The First Noel)
4. Joy to the World, the ______ reigns! Let ___ their _____
employ. (Saviour, men, songs – Joy to the World)
5. The ___ of ___ lay thus in lowly manger, In all our trials
born to be our ____. (king, kings, friend – O Holy Night)
6. Hail the Heaven born ____ of ____! Hail the ___ of _____.
(Prince, peace, sun, righteousness - Hark! The Herald Angels
Sing)

If you want to, you could come up with some more. The
Bible passage for today takes place after the angel appeared
to Mary telling her that she was to be the mother of the
Saviour of the world. She hurries to the home of her relative
Elizabeth and when Elizabeth heard the news, she
exclaimed: "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is
the child you will bear!" Mary, who is so overcome with joy
and happiness because of the blessing that has been given
to her by God through being chosen to carry His Son, bursts
into song.

Have a listen to “Mary did you know” and remind the
congregation of some of the names of Jesus in those carols
(King, Saviour, Friend, Prince of Peace). Do we know who we
are worshipping today? Do we know who we are celebrating
this Christmas?

What a wonderful and truly
awesome thing to be chosen to be
the mother of God. Elizabeth had
already seen the miracle of her
pregnancy in old age and
Zechariah’s prophetic naming of
John. Now she sees that her
relative Mary is to be the one who
brings the Christ into the world.
Elizabeth knows it and her yet to
be born baby knows it as John
leaps in the womb at Mary’s
arrival; and Mary knows it too as
we can see from her song. And
yet, Mary must sometimes have
questioned herself. We know that
she pondered things and
treasured them up in her heart –
so much to take in. As she said to
the angel, “How can this be?” – it
was too big to comprehend.
Sometimes in order to steer away
from worshipping Mary as some
traditions do, we tend to
downplay her role. But she was
chosen when God could have
chosen any woman, from any
family, in any nation, in any period
of time – so she must have been
pretty special.

 1 9 T H  D E C E M B E R
2 0 2 1

Aim: To think about how it must have felt for Mary to be chosen by God.

OVERVIEW

B L E S S E D
M A R Y

L U K E  1 :  3 9 - 4 5
( 4 6 - 5 5 )

PRAYER

ALL AGE TALK

King of Kings, Prince of Peace,
Saviour of the world – we could go
on and on with all the wonderful
names you have and the things
you have done for us. Thank you
for this season of remembering
your birth. Like Mary who held
you in her arms and treasured up
all these things – give us a new
sense of wonder and worship this
Christmas as we celebrate your
birth. Amen

SONG
Mary Did You Know - Pentatonix (Lyrics) - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cZVjXsf_7aI


Have some fun – it’s Christmas! You are going to play a
game where you sing some carols with a twist. Place lots of
bowls or buckets around the room with words that are
commonly sung in Christmas carols clearly labelling them.
Things like “King” “baby” “Mary” “Saviour”, etc. Give each
child an equal number of pom-poms (if you can, use white
ones, then they look like snowballs which adds to the fun!).
Sing or play some verses from different carols and the
children need to listen for the words on the containers
around the room. When they hear one of the words, they
should run to put a snowball / pom-pom into the right bowl
or bucket and then run back to sit in their place. They must
sit down between each word. The winner is the one who
runs out of pompoms first.

As they catch their breath tell them about how the baby
John the Baptist, knew before he was even born how great
Jesus would be. He jumped in his mother’s (Elizabeth’s)
womb just because Mary (also pregnant) came to visit.

In today's Bible passage we see Mary bursting out in a song
of praise, glorifying God for the blessings He had given her.
She had said yes to looking after God’s baby and she sings
about it, recognising that she is just a “humble servant girl”
(Luke 1:48, NCV). Mary is truly blessed to have this honour.
She praises Him for choosing her to deliver God's gift to the
world. Chat about how you might have felt if an angel told
you Mary’s news!

Prepare a little present for each child to open when they
arrive. This could be something like a set of nativity
stickers. (Baker Ross have rolls of 600 stickers for just
£5.95 that could be cut into sets.  Nativity, Christianity &
Advent Crafts | Nativity Children Craft Ideas | Baker Ross)
If the budget is bigger how about the book “The Newborn
King” by local author Sarah J Dodd (ISBN 9780745978635 )
for £3.59 from Eden. (https://www.eden.co.uk/the-
newborn-king/) Wrap the gifts in simple brown paper.
God's gift to us didn't come elaborately wrapped. God sent
Jesus, His only Son, as His gift to us. This gift didn’t come
in fancy paper but it was the best gift ever.
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DISCUSSION

ALTERNATIVE
Show the children two gifts; one
beautifully wrapped, and one
wrapped in brown paper with
string. Ask the children which
present they would choose. Talk
about how God's gift to the world
didn't come wrapped in fancy
paper but was more like this simple
parcel. When Jesus was born, his
family weren't rich. His mother was
a young virgin... his earthly father
was a poor carpenter and his first
bed was a manger where the
animals ate, but he was still the
best present we will ever receive!

Paper Fan Decoration Make
these cute Mary and Jesus paper
fan decorations, simply by
folding two paper fans (one blue
and one white). Use two circles of
card (one big and one small) for
the faces and use small elastic
bands to hold everything
together. Use a double sided
sticky pad or hot glue gun to stick
baby Jesus to Mary and add a
loop of ribbon so the decorations
can be hung on a Christmas tree
at home. (417) Pinterest

TAKE HOME

https://www.bakerross.co.uk/arts-and-crafts/nativity--christianity
https://www.eden.co.uk/the-newborn-king/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/708894797597982785/


ACTIVITY

Nativity Scene Together make a bright and beautiful Bethlehem
scene – little cereal boxes and brightly coloured paper to wrap
around them would look effective, with cut-outs for doors and
windows. The houses don’t need fancy roofs as they would have
been flat anyway and although they would probably have been
dull, or possibly white, a bit of artistic license in making them
brightly coloured like you sometimes see on Christmas cards is
allowed! Pop battery operated tea lights inside the houses. Get
one of the children to make a stable and another to use
plasticine or superclay to make Mary, Joseph and Jesus. Another
child could make the star. Put everything you have made
together to make a scene and get a photo before the children
start asking if they can take their part home!

RESPONSE
Manger Tree Decorations Make these lollipop stick manger
decorations whilst listening to “Mary did you know” and some
other carols. For the little children you may want to provide
some of the different elements already cut out. If you don’t have
straw, strips of yellow paper and wool to hang them up works
just as well. Reflect on and talk about what you have heard from
Mary’s story as you do this activity. (417) Pinterest

Mary’s song starts off with the
words ‘My soul gives glory to
the Lord.’ Think of things that
you are thankful for and write
a praise song together, for
example: For the food that we
eat, for the beds where we
sleep. My soul gives glory to
the Lord! For the promises you
keep, For the gifts you give. My
soul gives glory to the Lord!

ALTERNATIVE

GAME

Pass the Parcel Play pass the parcel and put a little wrapped
sweet and a fun question or challenge in each layer so that it
isn’t all or nothing. Make sure there are enough layers for
everyone to be able to unwrap one and make sure you stop the
music (use Christmas carols) so that the same person isn’t
getting lots of goes. The challenges could be physical: “Do 5 Star
Jumps” or musical: “Sing two lines from Away in a Manger” or the
questions could be personal: “What is your favourite thing on a
Christmas Dinner?” or general Christmas knowledge. We must
remember to thank God for the good gifts that he gives to us,
including the best gift of all – Jesus!

Play a game of charades on
the theme of ‘blessings’. Invite
children to come to the front
and act out things that they
are thankful for, whilst
everyone else tries to guess
their 'blessings'. Whoever
guesses correctly gets to take
a turn at the front. 

ALTERNATIVE
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ADAPTATION
If you prefer, the children
could each make (or begin to
make) their own mini nativity
scene using this free printable!
The whole scene conveniently
prints onto  one sheet of
paper and you could provide
the children with an envelope
to take it home in to keep
everything together. Travel
Size Paper City Nativity Scene!
– Made by Joel

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/708894797593383146/
http://madebyjoel.com/2013/12/travel-size-paper-city-nativity-scene.html
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LET'S CHAT

Ask your child what they did and
tell them what you learned in
church today!

Have you ever been so happy that
you broke out into song, did a little
dance, or any other action out of
excitement?

What is your favourite Christmas
carol and why?

As a family, try writing your own Christmas carol. It can be a
very simple response to the nativity story, and you might
want to include some repetition, as is often found in
traditional carols. It doesn’t matter if you can’t think of a
tune - it will end up being a lovely Christmas Prayer. If
you're finding this difficult, don't worry. You can just say the
following prayer together:

Lord Jesus, thank you for coming to rescue us. Thank you
for choosing humble Mary to be your mum. Thank you for
choosing us to be in your family too. What an incredible

privilege. Amen

LET'S PRAY
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LET'S CHAT

Ask your child what they did and
tell them what you learned in
church today!

Have you ever been so happy that
you broke out into song, did a little
dance, or any other action out of
excitement?

What is your favourite Christmas
carol and why?

As a family, try writing your own Christmas carol. It can be a
very simple response to the nativity story, and you might
want to include some repetition, as is often found in
traditional carols. It doesn’t matter if you can’t think of a
tune - it will end up being a lovely Christmas Prayer. If
you're finding this difficult, don't worry. You can just say the
following prayer together:

Lord Jesus, thank you for coming to rescue us. Thank you
for choosing humble Mary to be your mum. Thank you for
choosing us to be in your family too. What an incredible

privilege. Amen

LET'S PRAY



 In advance of the service, make some homemade Christmas
crackers. These could be little ones, using toilet rolls for the
middle wrapped in crepe paper, or to have more impact,
make the tubes from large sheets of card and then cover
them in crepe paper or wrapping paper. Inside each cracker,
put a different picture of an emoji – surprised, puzzled,
hopeful, disappointed, angry. 

Pass your crackers out to some members of your
congregation and invite them to pull them and find what’s
inside. Ask everyone how their Christmas was? What
emotions did they feel? Suggest a few reactions they may
have had:
Puzzled when they looked at that unusual, wrapped shape
under the tree?
Surprised at how good the brussel sprouts tasted?
Hopeful that Aunty Flo would like their gift?
Disappointed at the tank top you got from Aunty Flo?
Angry that you lost at Monopoly after investing 2 hours in
the game?

When Jesus was just 12 years old, he caused his parents to
have a huge emotional reaction. They lost him for 3 days! I
think ‘fear’ would have been their main emotion, but when
they found him, in the temple, they were confronted with
Jesus being puzzled that they were worried, and the
religious leaders being surprised and amazed at this boy’s
understanding.

Jesus would go on to invoke all kinds of reactions - other
religious leaders who were angry about that same
understanding that called them out on their hypocritical
practices; hope from the disciples as they discovered the
Christ; and then the disappointment of some who wanted a
man to overthrow the Romans, not someone who taught
about forgiving your enemies. What is our reaction to Jesus?
As we look toward a new year, are we apathetic
(uninterested) about the Son of God? Or are we amazed,
hopeful and full of awe? 

For those of us who are parents
the thought of losing sight of your
child for a few minutes fills us
with horror, but to lose your 12-
year-old for three days would be a
nightmare. Add to that, Mary and
Joseph knew that God had
entrusted them with this
remarkable child, and you can
begin to imagine their pain. It
might seem as though they had
been terrible parents, but this is a
culture where family carries much
more meaning and they only
missed him after a day because
they presumed he was with his
cousins or other relatives. Mary
and Joseph then spent a day
travelling back to Jerusalem and
another day of looking for Jesus.
The important part of this story is
that even at 12 years old Jesus is
amazing people around him. The
educated men in the temple were
amazed at his understanding. It
wasn’t just a knowledge of the Old
Testament scriptures, like all good
Jewish boys; it was an
understanding. We know there is
so much hidden depth to God’s
word but imagine chatting to God
about His word and discovering
amazing truths. It is reminiscent
of the conversation between the
disciples and Jesus on the
Emmaus Road – a sermon you’d
never want to end!
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Aim: To consider what is our reaction to Jesus? Are we amazed?
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PRAYER

ALL AGE TALK

Lord Jesus, just as you amazed people
when you were only 12 years old,
people all over the world continue to
be amazed by you. Your love, power,
authority, wisdom, compassion, and
sacrifice should cause us to react. Help
us in 2022 to take time to ponder our
reaction. Amen 

SONG
PENTATONIX - JOY TO THE WORLD (LYRICS) -
YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6nKgxc9XpbY


How did Mary feel when they found there were no beds
in Bethlehem? (worried)
How did the shepherds feel when the angels came?
(surprised)
How did the wise men feel when they saw the star? 
 (hopeful)
How did the temple leaders feel when they chatted to
12-year-old Jesus? (amazed)
How did Jesus’ parents feel when they lost him?
(panicked)
How did the disciples feel when Jesus called them?
(surprised)
How did the religious leaders feel when Jesus said they
had been stopping people from coming to God? (angry)
How did the disciples feel when Jesus was killed? (sad)
How did the disciples feel when Jesus appeared in a
locked room 3 days later? (surprised)
How do you feel about Jesus? 

In today’s Bible passage Jesus’ and his parents had been in
Jerusalem for the Passover Festival when Jesus was twelve
years old. When the celebration was over, Mary and Joseph
set off home as part of a larger group of travellers and it
was a while before they realise Jesus wasn’t with them. Mary
and Joseph frantically returned to Jerusalem to look for
Jesus, and it took three days before they finally found him in
the temple. Play a game where you read out some of the
things Jesus said or did and the children can choose the
emoji to go with each one. This would work best if they all
had a set of emojis in front of them and they can hold up
the one they choose. Alternatively, stick large printouts of
different emojis up around the room and the children can
run to the one that indicates their response each time. You’ll
find a typical response in brackets for each statement, but
there will of course be more than one answer for each.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.
9.

10.

When the children arrive and are settled, ask them what
amazes them. Perhaps something they got for Christmas?
Or maybe a fun fact they learnt recently that is amazing?
Give each child a chance to say something – remember
that whoever starts may well set the pattern and the
others will copy, so choose a child who might surprise you!
Sometimes people get so familiar with what the Bible says
about Jesus that we stop being amazed – we treat it like
another story book. But this is a true story about the most
amazing thing that ever happened – God sent this own Son
for us, and he was a child just like all of us are (or were)!
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DISCUSSION

DISCUSSION CONT.
The Bible says that Jesus grew in
wisdom and favour with God and
men. That means that generally
when people saw him, they were
amazed and really liked what he
stood for. It also means that God
was pleased with him. Twice in the
Bible God says that out loud. Do
they know when? (At Jesus’ baptism
in the River Jordan and at his
transfiguration).

Jesus did amazing things for us and
in all our busyness we need to take
time to stop and think about our
reaction.

Amazing Jesus Crackers Make
crackers by covering cardboard
tubes with crepe paper and then
gathering the ends with ribbon or
elastic bands. Provide the
children with stickers or other
Christmas crafty bits to decorate
the crackers and inside they can
hide paper hats (make these
too!), a treat, and an amazing fact
about Jesus. E.g. “Jesus was
perfect! He never sinned. How
amazing!” “Jesus left Heaven and
became poor for us. How
amazing!” “Jesus wasn’t born in a
palace, he didn’t even have a bed
at first. How amazing!” “Jesus will
come back as King of kings one
day. How amazing!” The children
can take the crackers home to
share the news about Amazing
Jesus with someone.

TAKE HOME



ACTIVITY
Temple in Jerusalem Provide the children with white art straws
and coloured construction paper background which they can use
to make a picture of the temple from today’s story. This example
on Pinterest looks quite effective although they are Greek
temples to their various gods, so you might want to print of a
few pictures of Jewish temples to help them. (419) Pinterest
Remind the group that this is where Mary and Joseph found
Jesus after they had searched for him for 3 days. 

RESPONSE
Fold Out Faces Have a go at making these fun origami fold out
faces – you might want to practice making one yourself before
the session so you’ve got the hang of it and can help to direct
them. You could try and act different emotions whilst doing the
activity and see if everyone can guess them. (419) Pinterest
Afterwards, take some time to stop and sit away from the craft
table. It’s probably been a loud and exciting time for the
children over Christmas. Get them to take a moment to be still
and quiet before God and pray for them:
Lord thank you for our emotions. Help us to really think about
how we feel about you. You came from heaven to be a baby,
amazed people around you and grew up to die for us and come
alive again. Help me to realise this is real and not just a story.
Amen.

With younger, less dexterous
children, you could simply
allow them to make pictures
using emoji face stickers, or
make different expressions of
a face on a paper plate using
play dough. See Pinterest for
lots more ideas. (419)
Pinterest

ADAPTATION

GAME

Finding Jesus Give everyone a small, printed emoji face and get
them to write their name on it. Show them a picture of a star
with the name Jesus on it. Tell the group that you are going to
hide the star somewhere in the room. They should then go and
look for it and secretly leave their emoji face next to it. When
they’ve done that, they need to keep moving and pretending to
look so that other people don’t guess where the star is! This will
be harder for little ones as it involves not getting excited when
they find the star and acting as though they are still looking. But
it does mean everyone gets to keep playing and it isn’t over as
soon as the first child finds the star. Repeat the game a few
times as long as the children are enjoying it. 

Spend some time searching for
things on 'look and find'
pictures, for example 'Where's
Wally'. You can choose the
level of difficulty depending on
the age of the children. There
is also a version of this style of
activity in a book called
'Finding Jesus' which might be
fun to use (ISBN:
9780224101110).

ALTERNATIVE
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ALTERNATIVE
Challenge the children to make
marble labyrinths, either using
shoe boxes and craft materials
(tubes, straws, lolly sticks, etc.)
or using Lego to create the
maze by building low walls.
Once the children have made
their labyrinths, they could
test them out on their friends
to see if they can complete it
without getting lost! (419)
Pinterest  (419) Pinterest

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/2181499810953352/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/708894797597835105/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/ASdM_fAHiCxcEcstyhnqxdW82WnjVHJKaLaHPmMPe6DAei4JfI3tZ8o/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/453878468691534057/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/192951165257951277/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/192951165257951277/
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LET'S CHAT

Ask your child what they did and
tell them what you learned in
church today!

What’s been the best and most
amazing thing about this
Christmas?

What do you think is the best and
most amazing thing about Jesus?

Spend some time looking up some amazing facts together in
a book or on the internet. This website has some good
examples: 100 Utterly Amazing Facts You Never Knew | The
Fact Site Which amazing fact has amazed each of you the
most? Jesus is more amazing than all of these things! See if
you can guess the amazing fact about Jesus that is inside
the cracker that was made at church today. Pull the cracker
to see if they are right, then pray:

Jesus, you are amazing. Thank you for coming to earth and
living a humble life. Thank you for healing the sick and

transforming the lives of people around you with your love.
Thank you for dying for us so that we can be forgiven.

Thank you for rising again so that death is conquered, and
we can have life with you eternally. Amazing! Amen

LET'S PRAY
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Ask your child what they did and
tell them what you learned in
church today!

What’s been the best and most
amazing thing about this
Christmas?

What do you think is the best and
most amazing thing about Jesus?

Spend some time looking up some amazing facts together in
a book or on the internet. This website has some good
examples: 100 Utterly Amazing Facts You Never Knew | The
Fact Site Which amazing fact has amazed each of you the
most? Jesus is more amazing than all of these things! See if
you can guess the amazing fact about Jesus that is inside
the cracker that was made at church today. Pull the cracker
to see if they are right, then pray:

Jesus, you are amazing. Thank you for coming to earth and
living a humble life. Thank you for healing the sick and

transforming the lives of people around you with your love.
Thank you for dying for us so that we can be forgiven.

Thank you for rising again so that death is conquered, and
we can have life with you eternally. Amazing! Amen

LET'S PRAY

https://www.thefactsite.com/100-amazing-facts-you-never-knew/
https://www.thefactsite.com/100-amazing-facts-you-never-knew/

