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Welcome to our Weekly@ lectionary resource which has
been created to support your children's ministry by
providing ideas which sit along side the themes within the
weekly gospel lectionary reading.

You will find that many of our suggested activities come
with adaptations, which vary from age adaptations, to
budget and even location adaptations, making sure you're
fully equipped to be able to modify Weekly@ to suit your
group context.

L E C T I O N A R Y  R E S O U R C E

WELCOME

GUEST WRITER
Debbie Green

Debbie has worked for NISCU (Northern Inter-
Schools Christian Union) in the North Lancashire
area for 25 years bringing assemblies and lessons
about the Christian faith to around 50 local
schools regularly. As a trained teacher, she is
passionate about sharing the gospel in relevant
and memorable ways and has written scores of
NISCU resources as well as co-writing the Bishop’s
Bible Challenges for Blackburn Diocese. 

We love seeing the way you use this resource so
make sure to share with us on Facebook and tag
us in @BDBEUpdates.



Begin your talk with a quiz about the collective nouns for
groups of things. This website has some lovely examples:
https://www.jellyfish.com/en-gb/training/blog/collective-nouns
Provide four answers and ask the congregation to tell you
which one is wrong, for example: 
A flight, a flutter, a swarm or a rabble of butterflies.
A tram, a caravan, herd or train of camels. 
A pounce, a glaring, a clutter or a sulk of cats. 
A peck, a flock, brood or peep of chickens. 

As part of your quiz, be sure to mention that the collective
noun for alligators is a “congregation”! Who has ever
belonged to a group, for example Scouts or Brownies, etc.?
Ask the congregation to talk to the person next to them for
a moment about what it feels like to belong to something.
Sometimes it is great to belong to a group, but sometimes it
means others are left feeling excluded. Church is an
excellent example of a group that exists for its non-
members.

Jesus came to help the Israelites understand that God was
reaching out to Gentiles as well as Jews. This would be
confirmed later in Peter’s vision. But as Jesus heals a Greek
lady’s daughter, he demonstrates that his compassion
doesn’t have boundaries. The passage may feel like Jesus is
rejecting her at first, but he quickly heals her daughter when
she demonstrates her confident faith. God, through Jesus,
was giving the Jews a last chance to respond to the amazing
opportunity he had given them through Abraham to be his
example of kingdom people. However, as they continue to
reject him, his bigger plan opens up where there is neither
Jew nor Greek, slave nor free. Read Galatians 3:26-29 to
show how God has extended his salvation to everyone.

Ask the congregation to think about someone they know
who has never been to church and take a moment now to
pray together that they would know, through your words
and actions, and the words and actions of other Christians,
that they are most welcome to join in and discover a
welcome into God’s family.

Jesus, having fed the 5,000, is
struggling to get time to teach his
disciples without the crowds
following, looking for more big
miracles. We then come to today’s
surprising story. Is Jesus really
calling this lady a dog? In Jesus’
time there were the “children of
Israel” and there were Greeks (or
Gentiles) who were referred to as
“pet dogs” because the Jews saw
them as unclean. To us, it may
appear that Jesus is being
offensive, but we can trust that
Jesus knew what he was doing. He
was challenging the woman by
asking, that as she did not
worship God, should she have a
place at his table. The woman
accepts this but is still confident
of getting Jesus’ help and it is the
only time in this gospel Jesus is
referred to as “Lord”. Jesus heals
her daughter as soon as he sees
her faith. In the next verses when
Jesus heals the deaf man, again he
tries to do it away from the
crowds. Jesus is compassionate
and welcomes all, he puts the
needs of others over his own need
to time perfectly the inevitable
confrontation that would
ultimately lead to his death.

5 T H  S E P T E M B E R
2 0 2 1

Aim: To know that Jesus welcomes everyone, whatever their background.

OVERVIEW

J E S U S
W E L C O M E S  A L L

 M A R K  7 :  2 4 - 3 7

PRAYER

ALL AGE TALK

Lord, help us to welcome
everyone like you do. Thank you
for healing the Greek lady’s
daughter. Help us to actively look
for ways to welcome those who
aren’t in our church to be part of
our church family. Amen

SONG
Big Family Of God (Official Lyric Video) - Nick &
Becky Drake // Worship For Everyone - YouTube

https://www.jellyfish.com/en-gb/training/blog/collective-nouns
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEvJzOxm6zs


Choose a female child volunteer – pop a tea towel on her
head! Explain to the group that she is a Greek lady and that
she has a daughter who needs help. When Jesus lived on
Earth, Greeks and Jews didn’t mix at all but that hadn’t
stopped the lady hearing some things about Jesus. Give your
volunteer some ‘think bubbles’ to hold (a few words written
inside paper cloud shapes that you have cut out). One says,
“Jesus can feed 5,000 people” and the other, “Jesus can walk
on water”.

So, what should the lady do? It seems obvious to us – she
should go to Jesus! I imagine her friends had told her other
things (have these ready, written on speech bubbles). “Jesus
won’t help you.” “Jesus has important things to do.” Should
that stop her from going to Jesus?

Ask for another volunteer. Give them a different name and
say that this person has a different problem (make sure the
group know it is not this child’s problem). Bob is worried
about a friend of his who is sad. Now give ‘Bob’ the think
bubbles from the Greek lady. Then give him the speech
bubbles too. What should Bob do?

We are all like Bob. We have heard the stories about Jesus
doing miracles and we believe in our heads that he can do
the impossible. And yet, when we have problems, we don’t
always remember to take them to Jesus. The lady went
confidently to Jesus even though she was Greek, and Jesus
was a Jew, so they were from different groups of people.
The fact that Jesus reached out and helped this Greek
woman shows us that Jesus wants to welcome everyone,
including the broken, the sick, the outsider, the sinner, so
we can always go to him with our problems. 

Prepare a long roll of paper (e.g. lining paper or the back
of wallpaper) with the letters drawn out of the word
“welcome”. As the children arrive, invite them to colour
and decorate the letters of the word and the paper around
it. As they are busy colouring and decorating, ask them to
think about what makes people feel welcome. Chat with
them about how smiles, showing interest, sharing food
and drink, giving presents, playing games together, etc. all
help to make people feel welcome.

5 T H  S E P T E M B E R
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SET THE SCENE

J E S U S
W E L C O M E S  A L L

M A R K  7 :  2 4 - 3 7

DISCUSSION

DISCUSSION CONT.
Take a moment to think about
any problems that we have or
that any of our friends or family
have. Say this prayer for them
all: “Thank you, Jesus, that you
care about everyone and that
you can do the impossible. Lord,
we bring these problems to you.
Help us to have faith, to feel
confident that you have your
arms open to welcome us and
those we love; to help and to
heal. Amen”

Prayer Door Make a tiny door
(similar to the ‘Fairy Doors’ that
you may have seen) out of
wooden lolly sticks or craft wood,
for example, which can be
decorated. Suggest that when 
 the children go home, they place
their prayer door against a wall
or skirting board where they will
see it regularly. When they see
the door they can be reminded to
pray that they will be open to
welcoming Jesus and others, just
like Jesus welcomes everyone. 

TAKE HOME



ACTIVITY

Heart Paper Chain Cut lots of strips of paper, either
multicoloured, or white that the children can decorate. Show the
children how to fold the strips of paper in half and then staple
the ends together to create a heart shape. If they position the
bottom of one heart inside the top of another when they staple
it, they will be connected and you can use this method to create
a chain. Work together to create a heart paperchain which can
be displayed in your room or in the church to welcome people.
You might want to experiment with different arrangements and
come up with something really creative. For ideas, visit the
webpage here: Rainbow heART Chain ❤  | Art with Mrs.
Nguyen (artwithmrsnguyen.com)

RESPONSE

Welcoming Hands Provide the children with paper so they can
draw around their hands and cut them out. Invite the group to
write or draw on their paper hands all the people they care
about. They might choose groups of people like ‘family’ or their
class at school, or they can include individuals like an elderly
neighbour. Suggest that the children silently pray for these
people as they draw them or write down their names. Make a
large world out of blue and green coloured paper and invite the
children to 'prayerfully' stick their paper hands around the world
on the wall to create a display. Talk about how this represents
that we are all important to Jesus and that the Bible says God is
waiting to welcome us all.

If you're not able to make a
wall display, take the cut out
hands and thread them onto
some string to create a
garland. This could be done
collectively as a group, or
individually by each person
cutting out multiple hand
shapes.

ADAPTATION

GAME

Ball Toss Take a large plastic water bottle and carefully cut a
large hole in the side of it. Put electrical or thick tape around the
hole so that the cut edges aren’t sharp. Stick googly or paper
eyes above the hole so that the bottle looks like a face with an
open mouth. Get the children to make balls out of scrunched up
paper or tin foil and then allow them to take turns at throwing
the balls into the mouth. Tell them to watch carefully where
their ball goes and keep an eye on it, especially if it doesn’t go
in. Then to demonstrate that everyone is welcome, let those who
missed the mouth have another go with their foil ball and make
sure they are close enough that they can’t miss. See the link
below for info: (384) Pinterest

Give everyone a piece of card
and ask them to write their
name and some facts on it
about themselves, e.g.
favourite colour, favourite
food. Collect the cards in and
pick one at random and read
out the facts. Can the group
guess who you are talking
about? Discuss how you all like
different things but Jesus
welcomes you all.

ALTERNATIVE

5 T H  S E P T E M B E R
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J E S U S
W E L C O M E S  A L L

M A R K  7 :  2 4 - 3 7

ALTERNATIVE

Show the children some
examples of welcome mats
that people have at their front
door. Invite the children to
design their own welcome mat
on a piece of paper. What will
they include on their design to
make it feel welcoming to
anyone visiting?

https://www.artwithmrsnguyen.com/2019/01/rainbow-heart-chain.html?m=1
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/708894797597942613/


5 T H  S E P T E M B E R
2 0 2 1

J E S U S
W E L C O M E S  A L L

M A R K  7 :  2 4 - 3 7

LET'S CHAT

Ask your child what they did and
tell them what you learned in
church today!

Who do you consider to be part of
your family? How do you make
them feel welcome?

How does God welcome us into his
family?

 

Make a plan to invite someone round to your house to share
a meal with you. Make a card or invitation to send to them
and decorate the front with things that will make them feel
welcome. Before you deliver the invitation, pray together: 

Thank you Lord for welcoming us. Help us to be welcoming
to others in our home, in our church and in our own lives.
Help us to share the wonderful things you have given us

with those around us. Amen

LET'S PRAY
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In advance of the service, prepare three large crowns cut
out of big sheets of thin card. Get the congregation to call
out what they think makes a good leader and write the
words associated with their responses on one crown, for
example words like, “decisive”, “caring”, “good at listening”.

The people in Jesus’s time were waiting for a Messiah, the
Christ. They had been taken over by the Romans and were
mostly thinking about their freedom again and not having to
pay huge taxes so that the Roman armies could continue
their plan to conquer the world. Peter may have been
looking for a leader with these qualities (have these words
already written on back of the second crown which you can
now reveal to the congregation) “Victorious”, “Brave”,
“Strategic”, “Confrontational”, “Powerful”.

But God sent Jesus as an example of a new kind of leader.
Ask the congregation for words that describe Jesus. Write
these words on the third crown - hopefully responses will
include words like, “Loving”, “Compassionate”, “Humble”,
“Perfect”.

In today’s Bible passage Jesus asks the disciples who they
say he is. This is a really important question, especially as
their faith is going to be tested over the coming weeks, so
being certain of who Jesus is will be their strength. Compare
Peter’s hopes, (crown 2) which is why he contradicts Jesus
when he says he must suffer, and God’s view of a perfect
leader (crown 3).  Highlight the differences in the words that
are written down. Then compare the first crown with our
own views of what makes a good leader, with God’s view
(crown 3). Hopefully, there are some similarities! Jesus knew
that the world and the devil would tempt him to be a
worldly leader and that it would take complete unity with
the Father’s plan and surrendering his everything to make
sure he could fulfil his call. That meant going to the cross
for us. How would you respond if Jesus asked you, “Who am
I?”

As Jesus’ ministry went on, he
needed to be sure that the
disciples knew who he was. He’d
asked them this question before,
but as their faith would be put to
the test over the coming weeks,
they needed to be fully satisfied
that he was the Messiah. With
hindsight, we perhaps think that
Peter declaring Jesus is the Christ
is obvious, but this is a big deal.
Jesus knew this title had historical
connotations of the one who will
be a political leader, and not as
God intended it, which might help
us understand why he didn’t want
people to know he was the Christ.
It’s amazing that Peter, who
declares Jesus’ identity,
immediately goes on to contradict
Jesus when he says he must
suffer. Peter thought he knew
better, and his image of the Christ
was also one of victory and
triumph, not sacrifice and
humility. Jesus knew what was
ahead and also knew that the
devil feared the defeat that his
sacrifice would bring. The devil
would do anything, and use
anyone, to tempt Jesus to take a
route that involved less suffering
and more compromise.

1 2 T H  S E P T E M B E R
2 0 2 1

Aim: To understand that Jesus knows who he is and that he must do what God wants (not take the
easy path) to rescue his people.

OVERVIEW

N O T  M Y  W I L L M A R K  8 :  2 7 - 3 8

PRAYER

ALL AGE TALK

Thank you, Jesus, that you knew
that being the Christ meant being
humble enough to go to the cross
for us. Guide us in discovering the
truth of who you are and give us
reassurance so we are
strengthened to follow you. Amen

SONG
Do be do be do be do be strong - Greg Leavers
Grown Up Songs (aglsolutions.co.uk)

http://www.aglsolutions.co.uk/gregleavers/songs.php


Ask the children what we might do when we want to show
something is good. Thumbs up. What about if something is
bad? Thumbs down. Use this retelling (below) of Peter’s
responses to Jesus to encourage the children to think about
whether Peter’s reactions, and the feel of the story, is good
or bad.

Peter was a fisherman. He left his fishing boat and followed
Jesus (thumbs up). Peter often spoke first and thought about
his words later (thumbs down). Peter was asked by Jesus who
he thought Jesus was. Peter heard his friends say things like
“John the Baptist” (thumbs down) – Peter knew Jesus wasn’t a
new preacher like John. Another said “Elijah” (thumbs down)
– Peter knew Jesus wasn’t an old prophet like Elijah. “You
are the Christ” (thumbs up) said Peter. He was right. Jesus
was the Christ. The one God had anointed and chosen to
rescue the world (thumbs up). But Peter thought that God
was sending someone to fight the Romans and rescue just
the Jewish people (thumbs down). Jesus tried to explain that
he would have to suffer, be rejected, die and rise again. This
was God’s plan. Peter didn’t like this plan and told Jesus that
he was wrong (thumbs down). Jesus told Peter to be careful
because the devil didn’t like this plan either and would do
anything to stop Jesus from dying for us. Peter had lots to
think about.

Discuss how Peter understood that Jesus was from God but
didn’t understand that God’s plan was going to involve Jesus
dying and rising again. Jesus knew what he had to do and
even though it would be incredibly hard, he was going to
stick to the plan because he loved us so much and wanted
to rescue us and there was no other way.

In advance of the session, find and print some pictures of
familiar children’s TV cartoon/puppet characters. Cut out a
piece from each picture that identifies them well and place
these cut outs around the room for the children to find.
See if the children can identify each character. If you have
younger children that might find this tricky, also display
the full pictures all in one place to help them find the
answers. Talk with the group about who they recognised.
How did they know? 

1 2 T H  S E P T E M B E R
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SET THE SCENE

N O T  M Y  W I L L M A R K  8 :  2 7 - 3 8

DISCUSSION

ALTERNATIVE
With younger children, play a
game of ‘Who am I’. Say three
statements that describe a
particular person in the room
and the children have to identify
who it is, e.g. a girl, she has
blonde hair and she is wearing a
green dress. It’s Emily! By
studying Jesus’ actions through
what we can read about him in
the Bible, we can get to know
who Jesus is. Take turns at saying
three things to describe Jesus
from what you know about him. 

Shapes Game Replicate the
‘Follow the Leader Lego’ activity
by helping the children to make
colourful sets of cards, for
example: 2 red circles, 2 blue
squares, 2 yellow triangles, 2
brown oblongs and 2 green
diamonds. They will need two
identical copies of each shape
they make. Show them how to
play ‘follow the leader’ by making
a picture using one set of shapes
and then instructing a partner
(who can’t peep!) how to replicate
it with their identical set of
shapes. The more pieces they
make, the more interesting this
game can be. The children can
take their shapes home and play
the game with someone in their
family, whilst explaining why it is
important that we follow the
example that Jesus set for us.

TAKE HOME



ACTIVITY
Follow the Leader Lego Prepare a small Lego model of
something simple like a chair but keep it hidden. Ask for a
volunteer who will need to try and replicate your model without
seeing it – you should just describe to them what they need to
use and how to build it. Once the children have seen the activity,
they could have a go in pairs (depending on how much Lego you
have). You will need to make sure each pair has a duplicate set
of the same pieces, but they won’t need too many pieces each.
To make this more fun, each person could make their Lego
model inside a box and describe each building stage so that they
build it simultaneously but without seeing each other’s models.
Remember that we need to follow Jesus’ example of being the
kind of person who does what God asks, even if it isn’t easy. 

RESPONSE

Describing Jesus Provide each child with a large paper cut out
of a question mark or make an even bigger one for the whole
group to share. Discuss all the different ways of describing
Jesus; his names, his characteristics. Then ask the children to fill
their question mark with these words and to reflect on who
Jesus is. Ask each person to choose one word or description that
stands out to them the most. Ask them why they chose this one.
Take time to pray, thanking Jesus for who he is and suggest that
the children pray along with you, thanking Jesus and using the
description they like best.

Ask the children to decorate a 
 cross with the different names
of Jesus, similar to this: (384)
Pinterest 
Invite the children to take their
cross home as a reminder of
who Jesus is. They may wish to
keep adding to it over time as
their understanding develops.

ADAPTATION

GAME

Sticking To It! Have a hula hoop prepared with sticky back
plastic attached across it so that it becomes a sticky target. Hang
the target up somewhere in your room and line the children up
a distance away from it. Invite the children to take turns at
throwing ball pool balls to try and get them to hit and stick on
the target. If you have two hula hoops this could be done in
teams with a time limit to see who gets the most balls stuck
inside the target. Talk about how Jesus was “sticking” to the plan
even though he knew it would be difficult. (384) Pinterest

Print these dominoes from
Flame Creative and play a
game of Jesus’ Life dominoes.
By playing this game we get an
overview of Jesus’ life, and
seeing the big picture can help
us to process his question
‘Who am I?’ 
Flame: Creative Children's
Ministry: Life of Jesus
dominoes (print out and play!)
(flamecreativekids.blogspot.co
m)

ALTERNATIVE

1 2 T H  S E P T E M B E R
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ADAPTATION

If you don't have access to
Lego, you could do a similar
activity by drawing. One
person can draw a picture with
their piece of paper hidden
from their partner. Whilst they
draw, they must describe each
element so their partner can
try to draw an identical
picture.

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/555561304025312693/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/708894797597942423/
http://flamecreativekids.blogspot.com/2013/04/life-of-jesus-dominoes-print-out-and.html


1 2 T H  S E P T E M B E R
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N O T  M Y  W I L L M A R K  8 :  2 7 - 3 8

LET'S CHAT

Ask your child what they did and
tell them what you learned in
church today!

Which rules at home, at  school or
in work are easy to obey and which
things are more difficult?

How do we know what God wants
us to do? Do we find it easy to
obey him? How can we listen
carefully to him?

As a family, make a simple list of household rules that
everyone agrees on. You could perhaps write them out on a
big piece of paper and decorate it together. Add to the list
“Love God” and “Love Others”. When you have finished, pray
together:

Thank you, Jesus, that you obeyed and went to the cross for
us. Help us to obey your two most important commands to

love you and love others. The world would be a simpler,
happier place if we did. Amen

 

LET'S PRAY
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In advance of the service, wrap up a number of empty
cardboard boxes with gift wrap. Place a little prize in the
smallest of the boxes before you wrap it. Before anyone
arrives hide your wrapped boxes all over the church, taking
note of how many there are. 

Explain to the congregation that there are some boxes that
you have hidden and invite the children to look for them. If
they find a box, they can bring it to the front and hold it up
for everyone to see. Once all of the boxes have been found,
challenge the children to line themselves up in order from
the biggest box, to the smallest. Involve the wider
congregation by inviting them to offer some guidance and
by asking whether the children have got it right. Once the
boxes are in the correct order invite the children to open
their boxes, which will reveal the prize in the smallest box
only. Make a fuss of the person with the smallest box. You
might also wish to have spare prizes for everyone who took
part to avoid disappointment before you let them sit back
down.

Jesus, on hearing that the disciples had been arguing about
who was the greatest, wanted them, and us, to know what
greatness looks like in his Kingdom. To be great in God’s
eyes is very different from the world’s perspective. Jesus
explains that serving others is really greatness. He invites a
little child to him and tells his disciples that every time they
are welcoming and kind to a little child it makes God smile –
it’s as though they are welcoming God. 

Just like the prize in the littlest box, God has rewards for
those who choose to be humble and loving by choosing to
serve others and putting others before themselves. God has
rewards for us when we welcome the child, the stranger,
and those people that others avoid.

Jesus’ disciples were often a bit
behind with their understanding.
Thank goodness Jesus chose
people like this! Imagine if he’d
chosen clever, competent people –
we wouldn’t have been able to
relate and wouldn’t have learnt all
the wonderful things that the
Bible teaches us. There are two
examples of this in the Bible
passage for today. The disciples
didn’t understand the plan – Jesus
repeatedly told them he must die
and rise again after 3 days. They
didn’t dare ask about it, but they
had no concept of what he was
talking about. They then start to
argue about which one of them is
the greatest. It might make us
laugh, but it gives Jesus another
brilliant opportunity to teach
them, and us, important truths
about the Kingdom of God. In
God’s Kingdom those things that
seem least are the greatest and
the proud and loud will be
humbled.

1 9 T H  S E P T E M B E R
2 0 2 1

Aim: To know that Jesus teaches about how the small things are important to God.

OVERVIEW

L E A S T  &
G R E A T E S T

M A R K  9 :  3 0 - 3 7

PRAYER

ALL AGE TALK

Thank you, Lord, for the lovely
example of welcoming a child.
Thank you that you don’t ask us to
be loud or powerful, but ask us to
be serving and loving and humble.
Amen

SONG
Jesus, Strong and Kind (feat. Colin Buchanan) -
YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5Y8s-Sz_ac


The disciples had been arguing about who was the greatest.
Does that ever happen amongst their friends? Ask who has a
little brother or sister. Talk about how little children are
trusting and loving, when they do something, they do it
without worrying about what other people think of them
and go for it whole-heartedly! (They may also want to tell
you how annoying their younger siblings are – you may need
to steer them away from this train of thought!) Explain that
Jesus, having heard that the disciples were arguing about
greatness, asked a little child to come and help him explain
how they were getting it wrong. Being like a child is actually
important as well as welcoming a child.

Discuss how small things matter. When you are walking
along and someone smiles at you, does it remind you to
smile at the next person you see? When you bring home a
picture for someone does it make their day a bit better, and
do they stick it up on the fridge so it can make other people
happy too? The smallest things we do for other people can
have a ripple effect and mean that they have a better day.
This leads them to do something kind for the next person
they meet and so on. God loves it when we think of little
kind things we can do for other people.

Chat about some ideas that the children could try this week
to put others first. Get each of them to choose one thing
and say a prayer asking God to remind them to do at least
one small thing this week that makes him smile. Ask the
children to remind you to discuss what they did when they
return next week. Also, tell them to look out for how their
small acts of kindness can have a big impact on other
people.

Before the session starts, hide lots of pieces of different
lengths of string or wool all over the room. Put the
children in two teams and get each team to identify one
person in their group who is good at tying knots – they will
be the team leader. When you say “go” the children should
find as many pieces of string as they can and bring them
back to their team leaders to tie the lengths into one long
string. Tell them to stop once you think almost all the
pieces of string have been found. Compare the lengths of
the two team’s strings and surprise them by saying that
the winning team is the one with the shortest overall
length! 
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DISCUSSION

ALTERNATIVE
Read the story of The Rainbow
Fish by Marcus Pfister together
(ISBN: 9781558585362). The
Rainbow Fish was not only the
most beautiful fish in the ocean,
he was also the loneliest fish in
the ocean. The Rainbow Fish
ends up giving away all of his
beautiful shiny scales except for
one and realises that although he
was no longer the most beautiful
fish in the ocean, he was happier
than ever before. Sometimes we
think the most important thing is
to be the first, to be the most
beautiful, to be the smartest, or
to be the GREATEST! That isn't
what Jesus said. He said that the
most important thing was to
think of others first and
ourselves last.

Dragonfly Bookmark Make a
bookmark with the words from
Zechariah 4:10 (NCV) “People
should not think that small
beginnings are unimportant.” 
 Once the bookmarks have been
cut out / decorated ask the
children to attach the dragonfly
that they have made during
today's session to the top of it.
Alternatively, you could source
some dragonfly stickers to stick
on. Encourage the children to
take their bookmark home and
use it in a book they are reading.
When they see it they will be
reminded of today's lesson.

TAKE HOME



ACTIVITY
Dragonflies Find a picture of a dragonfly larvae on the internet
and print it out to show the children. Ask if anyone knows what
this will grow into? A dragonfly. Give the children pipe cleaners
and beads (you can also use wooden clothes pegs and lollipop
sticks – there are plenty of ideas on Pinterest) to make
dragonflies. You might want to have an example already made
for them to look at. Once they have finished, give each child a
tiny picture of a dragonfly larvae to keep too, to remind them
that little insignificant looking things can grow into bigger
beautiful things. (384) Pinterest

RESPONSE

Spot the Serving Gift We all have gifts to serve in different
ways. Help the children to each attach a piece of paper to their
backs. Then ask them to wander round the room whilst
everyone writes/draws the gifts they feel each other have on
their pieces of paper. It’s amusing to have people writing on
your back, but also you don’t get to know who wrote what. The
children could write anything from making friends with new
people, welcoming, baking for others, charity work, helping an
elderly relative, etc. Once finished each child can take the piece
of paper off their back and see what’s been written about them.
Make sure that the children know to only write positive and
encouraging things. 

ALTERNATIVE

GAME

Smallest to Greatest Put the children into two teams and
provide them with several sets of different items that they have
to race to put into size order. They need to have at least seven
different sized items in each set. The sets of items could be all
sorts of things – boxes, teddies, books, pieces of fruit or
vegetables - whatever is easy to get hold of. Remind them to put
the smallest first and the biggest last. To add a trickier element,
you could provide a number of items that all look very similar in
size, for example oranges, so the teams have to weigh each item
to help them to find what order to place them in.

Play a favourite game that
your group really enjoy. Play it
as you normally would, but at
the end declare that those who
came last actually won and
those who came first lost.
Discuss how being last is often
believed to be a negative
thing, however Jesus says that
being the very last is a positive
and a sign of true greatness. 

ALTERNATIVE
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ALTERNATIVE

Provide Lego or Duplo for the
children to use to build a
tower. When everyone has
finished, look at the towers.
Who has built the greatest
tower? Did anyone help a
friend during this challenge or
give any of their bricks away to
someone else? Jesus tells us to
put ourselves last, so we can
first help others.

Provide a bowl of water and a
pile of small pebbles. Invite
each child to drop a little
pebble into the water, thinking
about the small act of
kindness they intend to do,
whilst they watch the ripples.
Spend some time reflecting on
how God can use our small
kind acts to become big
blessings. 

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/708894797597870959/
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LET'S CHAT

Ask your child what they did and
tell them what you learned in
church today!

Do you find it easy or hard to put
others before yourself?

Why do you think Jesus chose
welcoming a child as an example
of greatness in God’s Kingdom?

Think of five little things in your home that are very
important and you wouldn’t want to do without, for 
 example the tin opener. See who can come up with the
smallest important item. Discuss if there's something small
that you could do to benefit someone else this week. Pray:

Thank you God that you love the small things of this world.
Thank you that you welcomed children and set them as an

example before the disciples to help them understand what
greatness looks like in your Kingdom. Help us to use small

acts of kindness to bring joy and hope to others. Amen
 

LET'S PRAY
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Ask your child what they did and
tell them what you learned in
church today!

Do you find it easy or hard to put
others before yourself?

Why do you think Jesus chose
welcoming a child as an example
of greatness in God’s Kingdom?

Think of five little things in your home that are very
important and you wouldn’t want to do without, for example
the tin opener. See who can come up with the smallest
important item. Discuss if there's something small that you
could do to benefit someone else this week. Pray:

Thank you God that you love the small things of this world.
Thank you that you welcomed children and set them as an

example before the disciples to help them understand what
greatness looks like in your Kingdom. Help us to use small

acts of kindness to bring joy and hope to others. Amen

 

LET'S PRAY





Before the service begins, recruit a parent and child team
from the congregation to be ready to help you. The younger
the child, the better the illustration - around 4 or 5 years
old, if possible, is good! Also arrange for some volunteers to
be ready to set up some obstacles. In today’s passage, the
twelve rush to Jesus to tell him about a wrongdoing -
someone who isn’t one of them is performing miracles in
Jesus’ name. The disciples expect Jesus to stop this person,
but instead Jesus praises him, reminding the twelve that
anyone who has faith in his name is on his side. Jesus then
continues by describing why we shouldn’t cause anyone to
stumble in their journey with God. Whilst you are speaking,
ask your volunteers to set up the obstacles along the route
between the front and the place where your parent and
child team are sitting e.g. a skipping rope, some big boxes,
some chairs. Then invite the adult to come and stand at the
front, commenting on how they climb and navigate around
the obstacles, being careful of the ropes and trip hazards.

Now tell the congregation that the child wants to join their
parent at the front. This is going to be more difficult.
Suggest that they may want to help - the aim is to get the
child (without anyone touching them) safely to their parent.
As you invite the child to come forward hopefully some
members of the congregation will take the initiative to move
the obstacles giving the child a clear path to their parent.
Some may just make suggestions about how to get past it
carefully. Explain that Jesus asks us to lead children to him
and to do it very carefully. Children pick up on everything
they see, hear and sense. Our actions and words and
attitudes have consequences and Jesus takes the nurturing
of children very seriously. It’s our job as a church to help
parents to clear away any obstacles that hinder their
children from coming to Jesus. As the props are tidied away
and the parent and child sit down, ask everyone to think
about how their actions affect the children in their church. If
we grumble about others in church, they hear. If we don’t
turn up to help, they are watching. If we spread gossip, they
learn. What sort of role models should we try to be?

Following on from the
conversation that we explored last
week, here we see Jesus
challenging the disciples ideas
again. It is a very difficult passage
with lots of violent images. Jesus
often uses extreme examples,
perhaps to make his words more
memorable, and also to help his
listeners to know how important
the point of his message is. Jesus
wants his followers to be leaders,
but to lead carefully and take the
responsibility seriously because
for instance, a small child
following the example of someone
can be led astray. We have heard
that saying “Give me a child until
they are 7 and I will give you the
man” – this shows how important
it is to lead children carefully and
with integrity, never leading them
to sin. The path you set a child on
is often the one they will walk for
life. and Jesus wants us to take
this seriously.
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Aim: To understand that when we set an example for others, we need to do it very carefully and
prayerfully.
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PRAYER

ALL AGE TALK

Father, help us be examples to
those who are younger than us.
May they grow up to be strong
men and women of God who love
you and love others whole-
heartedly. May they be examples
to others and give glory to you.
Amen

SONG
Nick & Becky Drake - God Is Good (Worship For
Everyone Official Lyric Video) - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5VQl0mk3EkA


Show the children a sign that shows a hazard, like a cliff
edge and discuss what it might mean. What might happen if
someone took down a sign like this? Next, hold up a picture
of a streetlight. Discuss why they are there and what might
happen if that light wasn’t working.  

Now show a picture of a child and talk about who teaches
that child how to behave. Hopefully, they will say parents,
teachers, older siblings, and other family members. What
happens if that child hangs out with people who don’t love
them? What if they want to be popular and listen to people
who choose to do things that are harmful? Talk about how
we are influenced by the people we spend time with. It’s
very important to spend time with people who bring out the
best in us. Every time you move schools you get to choose
new friends. If your new friends are just about showing off
and trying to be popular, that can be really bad because
they might encourage you to do things that aren’t in your
best interest.

Jesus wants us to make good choices. He puts up warning
signs (show the sign of the cliff edge) in the bible about things
we need to avoid. He also gives us light (show picture of
streetlight) to show us the right way and the Holy Spirit
filling us helps us to do the right thing. But Jesus also knows
that we are easily led to copy others, so we need to make
sure we choose good friends and also set a good example
for other younger children. End by praying together:

Thank you Jesus for your perfect example. Help us to be
careful not to follow people who lead us the wrong way. And
please God help us to show younger children how to love
you and put you first. Amen

 

Draw or print off signs that direct the children into the
room you use and display them for the children to follow
as they arrive. As they approach your room, layout
footprints for them to follow, put up no entry signs on
doors that you don’t use and have signs with chairs on to
show them where to sit. The Bible is full of signs that show
us the things to avoid and to direct us down the right path.
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DISCUSSION

ALTERNATIVE
Taste something that is flavoured
with salt and then taste the same
food without the salt, like a crisp
or a cracker. We can taste the
difference that the salt makes! In
today's Bible story, Jesus says
some strange things because he
wants to get our attention. One
of the things he says is that we
should be “Salted with fire.” I’m
not sure that I like the sound of
that! Salt was, and still is, used to
keep food from going bad.
People use salt to make sure that
meat doesn't get mouldy and
some foods, are kept in a salty
liquid called brine to preserve
them. Jesus is saying that we
should be salty so that we can
survive the trials of life. We
should be salty so that we can
preserve the Good News of Jesus
and have it ready to feed to
anyone who needs to hear it!

Guidance Map Challenge the
children to design their own
maze on a piece of paper. It can
be as simple or as complex as
they like. You may wish to print
out some examples for them to
look at. Once they have finished
their maze, invite them to draw
around it pictures of those
people they like to listen to and
who are a good example to them.
The children can be encouraged
to put their mazes somewhere
safe at home. When they are
having difficulty navigating a
problem, they can take the maze
out and be reminded that there
are people who they can trust to
help guide them in the right
direction.

TAKE HOME



ACTIVITY

Punched Pocket Torch Ask the children to draw a path on the
clear plastic punched pocket using acetate pens or Sharpies and
then add lots of trees to make it look like a path through a
forest (or any other theme the children think of). Include smiley
rabbits and angry bears in the trees. Make a flat cardboard torch
and attach a white paper ‘beam of light’. When you direct the
white paper beam behind the drawings by putting it inside the
clear pocket it looks like it is lighting up the path ahead. If you
are working with older children, they could draw a maze with
positive and negative words to light up with their torch beam.
(384) Pinterest

RESPONSE

Salt Tray “Have the salt of friendship among yourselves, and live
in peace with one another.” (Mark 9:50b) Pour some salt into a
shallow box or tray. Encourage the children to think about the
times when they have been led to copy someone who has
encouraged them to do the wrong thing and the things that
cause them to ignore God. Encourage the children to come
forward one at a time and write or draw these things in the salt,
then brush the words / image away as a sign of turning away
from those things and choosing to follow God. 

ALTERNATIVE

GAME

Obstacle Course Create a simple obstacle course with chairs
and tables, or whatever you have access to. Ask the children to
get into pairs; blindfold one and tell the other child that their
task is to get their partner safely to the other end of the
obstacle course. Allow more than one pair to try this at once but
point out that it will be important for the teams to listen for the
right voice. If they listen to the voices of another pair, they will
be in danger. If you have lots of children, you could make it
more challenging by asking those waiting for their turn to try to
distract the pairs by trying to mimic the leader’s voice. Talk
about why it is important to think carefully about who we follow.

Create some paper circles
which are one colour on one
side and another colour on the
reverse. Scatter these all over
the floor with an even amount
of each colour facing up.
Divide your group into two
teams, and assign each team
one of the two colours. The
aim is for the children to race
to turn the circles over so they
all show their teams colour.

ALTERNATIVE
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ALTERNATIVE

Make spinning tops to remind
the children to turn away from
the distractions and people
that cause us to ignore God. A
simple example can be found
here:
Penny Spinners - Toy Tops that
Kids Can Make! - Frugal Fun
For Boys and Girls
(frugalfun4boys.com)

Give the children mazes to
complete and on them put
positive words (love, kindness,
trust) and negative words
(angry, selfish, moody). Explain
that they need to avoid the
negative words to complete
the maze. Ask the group to
make their own mazes and put
little monsters to avoid and
smiley faces to collect on the
way around.

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/708894797597835149/
https://frugalfun4boys.com/penny-spinners-tops-kids-can-make/
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LET'S CHAT

Ask your child what they did and
tell them what you learned in
church today!

Have you ever followed the wrong
instructions? A recipe that didn’t
work or directions that meant you
ended up being lost?

How can you make sure you are
following the instructions that God
gives us? How do we know this is
guidance that we can trust?

 

In age order (oldest first) take turns to give one piece of
good advice to the person who is one step younger than
you. Then each think of one piece of God-given advice to
share. Write down a little reminder of all the God advice you
thought of on a post-it note or something fancier. Put it
somewhere you will all notice it. Pray:

Thank you God for all those people who set me a good
example. Help me to show others that following you is the

best path we can choose. Amen

LET'S PRAY
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ended up being lost?
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gives us? How do we know this is
guidance that we can trust?

In age order (oldest first) take turns to give one piece of
good advice to the person who is one step younger than
you. Then each think of one piece of God-given advice to
share. Write down a little reminder of all the God advice you
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example. Help me to show others that following you is the

best path we can choose. Amen

LET'S PRAY




