
Dear brothers and sisters, 
 

COVID Update 
 
This guidance has been written to coincide with the Government’s move to Step 4 of the ‘Roadmap out of 
Lockdown.’ Further updates will be issued as is necessary to reflect a changing situation. The Government 
have chosen to remove most coronavirus legislation, but to promote guidance that emphasises the 
personal and corporate responsibility of individuals and organisations to protect others and themselves. 
 
In this update your Leadership Team will try to highlight sensible measures which follow the latest 
guidance from HM Government, the Church of England nationally, and the Diocese of Leeds. We take into 
account the welfare and protection of those who are vulnerable in our community, as well as local 
infection rates. 
 
We acknowledge that there is likely to be a range of feeling about risk, both to ourselves and to others, 
that we need to accommodate in a way which, as far as possible is appropriate to all. The fact that the 
guidance means that we can do something does not mean that we must do it. 
 
Our online services have been especially important in this regard, and different groups of people, and 
individuals have been free to attend services in our building, or to do so online as they choose. 
Live-streaming of our services will continue indefinitely. We would like to pay tribute to those who have 
worked so hard in this area, developing new skills. We look forward to seeing those skills growing in the 
time ahead. 
 
Current situation with COVID-19 
Currently the virus continues to increase, and it is possible that the number of cases during the summer 
may exceed levels at the beginning of this year. Because of the success of the National vaccination 
program, admissions to hospitals and deaths are mercifully much lower than previous levels seen, but they 
to are beginning to rise substantially. 
Vaccination cannot be the sole means of containing the spread of the virus. Hand hygiene, social 
distancing, face-coverings and good ventilation are also important factors in lessening the spread of the 
disease. It is important to note that none of these measures remains mandatory after 19th July. 
 
Legal Requirements 
Legal limits on the numbers able to meet indoors and outdoors are removed from 19th July, as are all 
capacity limits in churches and the 1m+ social distancing rules. 
 
It is no longer a legal requirement to wear a face-covering, though this is still recommended in crowded or 
enclosed settings. There are also no legal limits on the numbers who may attend weddings, funerals or 
baptisms. There remain no legal limits on the numbers of singers in choirs or music groups, whether 
amateur or professional, and congregational singing is now permitted. There is now no limit on group sizes 
attending a worship service.   
 
The legislation preventing the use of the single chalice at Communion services is also removed.  
 
We stress this is the legal position, and the fact that we can remove limits and controls does not mean that 
we must remove them. 
Your Leadership Team may still make decisions to retain some, or all of these measures if we feel that to 
do so is important for safety in our building, or if we judge that it will help people to feel more secure, in 
returning to worship services, or other uses of the building. 
 



We can confirm that the Leadership Team has determined that we will retain a number of limits and 
controls for the time being. We will keep this under review, and will make further changes in either 
direction should we feel that it is prudent and appropriate so to do. 
 
Changes being implemented at St Paul’s Church, Shipley. 
 
From Sunday 25th July 2021 

• The requirement to sanitise hands on entry to the building is removed. However, a steward will still 
be stationed at the door, and will offer hand sanitising to all who enter on a voluntary basis. 

• The requirement to wear a face-covering on entry to the building, and whilst inside it is removed. 
However, we advise all those entering the building to continue to wear a face-covering. 
We strongly advise anyone moving around the church building to wear a face-covering. Face-
coverings will continue to be offered to anyone entering the building, who is not wearing one. 

• All of the floor signs will be removed, with the exception of the one-way arrows. These will remain 
in place, and the one-way system will continue to operate for the foreseeable future. 

• All of the pews on the north side of church, (the left-hand side, as you enter from the Narthex) will 
be brought back into use. All of the signage will be removed and members may sit on that side as 
they wish. The existing arrangements of alternate pews being out of use will continue on the south 
side of church. Members will be able to choose which side they wish to sit. 

• Laminated signs will be available for members to collect as they enter the Narthex requesting that 
the place next to them be left empty. This can be placed on the pew next to a member, so that 
others know that they do not seek company at this time. 

• There are now no limits on the choir numbers who may sing in church services. The choir is 
required to remain at least 1m+ distance from other members of the congregation. If they are 
unable to do this, they are required to wear face-coverings. 

• Children’s toys and furniture will be put back into the crèche area. They will be cleaned after each 
service, and where possible, different ones will be used each week. 

• Face-coverings are not required generally when the choir is singing, or when clergy and others are 
leading in a service. 

• For the time being, refreshments will continue to be served indoors only at services on Wednesday 
morning. The Leadership Team may authorise refreshments on special occasions, if deemed 
necessary. This will continue to be kept under review, and will be considered again in September 
(subject to local conditions). 

• For the time being, congregational singing will not be permitted.  
This will continue to be kept under review, and will be considered again in September (subject to 
local conditions). 

 
From Sunday 1st August 

• The requirement to sanitise hands, when coming for communion is removed. However, a steward 
will still be placed in the usual positions, and will offer hand sanitisation to those coming forward, 
on a voluntary basis. 

• The requirement for communicants to wear face-coverings is removed. However, communicants 
are strongly advised to continue to wear a face-covering. 

• The legislation preventing the sharing of the Peace is now removed. However, we believe that 
individuals should decide for themselves when they are ready to change their reaction to the 
Peace. Therefore, as congregation members enter the Narthex, they will be invited to select a 
circular sticker to make clear their intentions. These stickers come in three colours, and should be 
construed to mean the following: 
Red – Please do not approach me. 
Amber – You are welcome to approach me, but no physical contact please. 
Green – I am happy to exchange the Peace with physical contact. 



Please respect the decisions of others. 

• A procession to bring forward wafers, wine and water is now permitted provided the elements are 
fully covered. 

• Normally Communion elements should not be handled, except by the President, or other minister 
involved in distribution. 

• The single chalice will not be re-introduced at this time. Communion will be available either in one 
kind (wafer), or as an intincted wafer (this may only be done by the President, or other authorised 
minister). 

• Collections will not be re-introduced for the time being. This will be kept under review. Donations 
can still be placed in the box in the Narthex. 

• The President and Eucharistic ministers are now permitted to speak to communicants as they 
distribute wafers. Eg. ‘The Body of Christ. Communicants are permitted to reply - Amen. 

 
It is likely that further issues of this update will be circulated over the coming weeks. If you spot something 
not covered, please let John, Anne, Moira or Mike know. You are also welcome to speak to one of them if 
you have any comments or questions. 
Where changes are not listed in this document we will continue to operate as we did before 19th July. 
 
 
Rev John Butler, 
On behalf of the Leadership Team 
20th July 2021  
 


