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St Paul’s Church, Shipley 
Palm Sunday Service 

with Holy Communion 
 

28th March 2021, 10.30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Congregation gathers outside. Palm crosses and service booklets 
are available for people as they arrive. 
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The Greeting and Introduction  

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with us. Amen.  
 
Brothers and sisters, during Lent we have been preparing by 
works of love and by self-sacrifice for the celebration of our 
Lord’s death and resurrection. Today, on Palm Sunday we come 
together to begin this solemn celebration along with the Church 
throughout the world. Christ enters his own city to complete his 
work as our Saviour, to suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us go 
with him in faith and love, so that, united with him in his 
sufferings, we may share his risen life. 

 

The Blessing of the Palm Crosses 

God our Saviour, whose Son Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem as 
Messiah to suffer and to die; let these palm crosses be for us 
signs of his victory and grant that we who bear them in his 
name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way 
that leads to eternal life; who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen. 

 

Procession Song as we process around the church grounds. 

1. All glory, laud, and honour to You, Redeemer, King, 
To Whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
You are the King of Israel and David’s royal Son, 
Now in the Lord’s name coming, the King and Blessed One. 

2. The company of angels is praising You on high; 
And we with all creation in chorus make reply. 
The people of the Hebrews with palms before You went; 
Our praise and prayer and anthems before You we present. 
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3. To You before Your passion they sang their hymns of praise; 
To You, now high exalted, our melody we raise. 
As You received their praises, accept the prayers we bring, 
For You delight in goodness, O good and gracious King! 

The Collect  

Let us pray for a closer walk with Christ in his suffering and in his glory. 
True and humble king, hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 
grant us the faith to know you and to love you, 
that we may be found beside you on the way of the cross, 
which is the path of glory. Amen. 

 

Enter the church building. Music playing.  

 

Welcome and Church News  
 
Song: We are on the Lord’s Road (video)  

 
Prayers of adoration, confession and absolution 

Glory and praise to God, creator, redeemer, healer, 
fountain of life, giver of light and hope of the world. 
Glory and praise to God, coming humbly in Jesus, 
the King on a donkey, riding toward the Cross. 
Glory and praise to God, coming today through the Spirit, 
The Spirit of truth and gentleness, the Spirit of life and power. 
Glory and praise to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
Eternally Three-in-One; one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
All God of tender compassion, be merciful and gracious to us, 

forgive the sins of your people  
as we come to you now in penitence. 
We name the name of Jesus while our actions betray him. 
We claim to be his disciples while we disregard his teachings. 
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With our lips we shout “Hosanna”  
while our lives shout “Crucify him!” 
We talk of grace and mercy while we fail to forgive others. 
God of tender compassion, be merciful and gracious to us, 
forgive the sins of your people through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Bible Reading    
 

Hymn: Ride on ride on in Majesty (video)  
 

Gospel Reading 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 
All    Glory to you, O Lord. 

At the end 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

Intercessions  
 

The Peace  
 

Song 
 

Eucharistic Prayer  

  The Lord is here. 
All  His Spirit is with us. 
 

  Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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  Almighty God, good Father to us all, 
Your face is turned towards your world. 
In love you gave us Jesus your Son  
to rescue us from sin and death. 
Your Word goes out to call us home 
to the city where angels sing your praise. 
We join with them in heaven’s song:  

All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Father of all, we give you thanks 
for every gift that comes from heaven. 
To the darkness Jesus came as your light. 
With signs of faith and words of hope 
he touched untouchables with love  
and washed the guilty clean. 

 

This is his story. 
All    This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The crowds came out to see your Son, 
yet at the end they turned on him. 
On the night he was betrayed 
He came to table with his friends 
To celebrate the freedom of your people 
 

This is his story. 
All This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; 
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 
This is my body, given for you all. 
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; 
he took the cup, gave it and said: 
This is my blood, shed for you all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
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This is our story. 
All    This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate the cross on which he died to set us free. 
Defying death he rose again 
and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world. 

 

This is our story. 
All  This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Send your Spirit on us now 
that by these gifts we may feed on Christ 
with opened eyes and hearts on fire. 
May we and all who share this food 
offer ourselves to live for you 
and be welcomed at your feast in heaven 
where all creation worships you, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 

All      Blessing and honour and glory and power 
  be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
   

Breaking of the Bread  

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
All  we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  
 

Giving of Communion 
 

Post Communion Prayer  

Lord Jesus Christ, you humbled yourself in taking the form of a 
servant, and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation; 
Give us the mind to follow you and to proclaim you as Lord 
and King, to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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Reading of Passion Story - Mark 15: 12-21   

Pilate spoke to them again, ‘Then what do you wish me to do with the 
man you call the King of the Jews?’ They shouted back, ‘Crucify 
him!’  Pilate asked them, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But they shouted 
all the more, ‘Crucify him!’  So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, 
released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over 
to be crucified. 
 
Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the 
governor’s headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort.  And 
they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a 
crown, they put it on him. And they began saluting him, ‘Hail, King of the 
Jews!’ They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in 
homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak 
and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 
They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry 
his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 

 

Procession to the lawn in front of the church, while organ is playing. 
 

Reading of Passion Story - Mark 15: 22-40  

Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the 
place of a skull). And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did 
not take it. And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, 
casting lots to decide what each should take. It was nine o’clock in the 
morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the charge against 
him read, ‘The King of the Jews.’  And with him they crucified two bandits, 
one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided[f] him, 
shaking their heads and saying, ‘Aha! You who would destroy the temple 
and build it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!’ 
In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also 
mocking him among themselves and saying, ‘He saved others; he cannot 
save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the 
cross now, so that we may see and believe.’ Those who were crucified 
with him also taunted him. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+15&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24848f
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When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land[h] until three in the 
afternoon. At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, 
lema sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?’  When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘Listen, 
he is calling for Elijah.’ And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, 
put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, ‘Wait, let us see 
whether Elijah will come to take him down.’  Then Jesus gave a loud cry 
and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from 
top to bottom. Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that 
in this way he breathed his last, he said, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’ 
There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were 
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of 
Joses, and Salome. 

Hymn  

When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood. 
 

See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

Blessing and Dismissal 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+15&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24852h

