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Ash Wednesday  
17th February 2021  

7.30 pm on Zoom 
St Pauls Church Shipley and Christ Windhill. 

 

a reflective service with Holy Communion 
and signing of the cross to start the 

journey of Lent  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome  
 
Lenten prayer: the way of the cross 
Jesus, as we start once again to follow you  
on the way of the cross,  
we are apprehensive. 
For we are not sure of ourselves. 
On our journey we have often been afraid, 
often sought the safe options, 
often fudged the sharp solution. 
On our journey we have often tried to hide 
our real selves from others,  
from ourselves and from you. 
We, who dare to say we are following you, 
know how faltering are our footsteps, 
how delicate our discipleships, 
how feeble our faith. 

 
Yet still you call us by name 
and invite us into your company 
and onto your road. 
So give us the courage 
and the commitment we need: 
Help us to look out for one another on the road; 
show us how we may share the duty 
and the joy of discipleship, 
knowing that, in the end, 
it is you who have blazed the trail, 
you who accompany us all the way, 
you who will meet us on the road, 
and say our name. Amen 

 
Iona, John Harvey   

Hymn: Blessed be the Lord  
 
Introduction  
Friends in Christ, since early days Christians have 
observed with great devotion the time of our 
Lord’s passion and resurrection, and prepared for 
this by a season of penitence and fasting. By 
carefully keeping these days, Christians take to 
heart the call to repentance and the assurance of 
forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel, and so grow 
in faith and in devotion to our Lord. I invite you, 
therefore, in the name of the Church, to the 
observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination 
and repentance, by prayer, fasting and self-
denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s 
holy word. 
 

The Collect   
Let us pray for grace to keep Lent faithfully. 
 
Holy God, our lives are laid open before you:  
rescue us from the chaos of sin, 
and through the death of your Son 
bring us healing and make us whole 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
Bible Reading: Isaiah 58: 6-9  

This is the kind of fasting I want: 
Free those who are wrongly imprisoned; 
lighten the burden of those who work for you. Let 
the oppressed go free, and remove the chains 
that bind people. Share your food with the 
hungry, and give shelter to the homeless. Give 
clothes to those who need them, and do not hide 
from relatives who need your help. “Then your 
salvation will come like the dawn, and your 
wounds will quickly heal. Your godliness will lead 
you forward, and the glory of the LORD will protect 
you from behind. Then when you call, the Lord 
will answer. ‘Yes, I am here,’ he will quickly reply. 

 
Hymn:  40 days and 40 nights 

 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 4: 1-11  
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 After 
fasting forty days and forty nights, he was 
hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If 
you are the Son of God, tell these stones to 
become bread.” 4 Jesus answered, “It is written: 
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‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.’”5 Then 
the devil took him to the holy city and had him 
stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If you 
are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself 
down. For it is written: “‘He will command his 
angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in 
their hands, so that you will not strike your foot 
against a stone.’” 7 Jesus answered him, “It is also 
written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’”8 Again, the devil took him to a very high 
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their splendour. 9 “All this I will give 
you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship 
me.” 10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, 
Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your 
God, and serve him only.’”11 Then the devil left 
him, and angels came and attended him. 

Video reflection with pictures  

The Liturgy of Penitence  
Let us call to mind our sins and our weaknesses 
and let us be aware of the endless mercy of God 
and his enduring love. 

 
God the Father 

All: Have mercy on us 
 God the Son 
All: Have mercy on us 
 God the Holy Spirit 
All: Have mercy on us 

Trinity of love 
All: Have mercy on us 
We confess to you, Lord, the ways in which we 
struggle to follow Jesus faithfully.  
Lord, have mercy. 
We confess our selfish ways, our anger, our 
frustrations and our envy of others 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
We confess our negligence in prayer and worship, 
and our failure to share the faith that is in us. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Accept our repentance, for the wrongs we have 
done, for our blindness to human need and 
suffering, and our indifference to injustice and 
cruelty. Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 

Accept our repentance for our waste and 
pollution of your creation, and our lack of 
concern for future generations. 
Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 
We bring to you our pain and suffering, our 
broken hearts and lives. We bring to you the pain 
and suffering of all your people and creation. 
We thank you for your love and healing 
 
A short Silence is kept. 

 
In the words of Psalm 51, we say together:  
Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
 and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

 
The Absolution 

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon 
and forgiveness for all our sins, time for 
amendment of life and the grace and strength of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 
Invitation to sign oneself with the cross 
As we make the sign of the cross on our 
foreheads, we commit ourselves to following 
Jesus and keeping this season of Lent. 

God our Father, help us to remember that you 
created us from the dust of the earth and to 
dust we shall return. Help us to turn away from 
sin and be faithful to Christ. For it is by your 
grace and love alone that we live our lives on 
earth and receive eternal life in Jesus Christ 
our Saviour. Amen. 

 
Prayer for Unity and Peace 
Living God, may we as forgiven and redeemed 
people be united in the grace we have received. 
May we respond to your call to follow Jesus on 
our Lenten journey. May we be faithful in our 
prayer, generous in our giving, committed in our 
service. May we see your love on earth especially 
among the poor and suffering. May we rejoice in 
the friendships we share with people in our 
neighbourhood and across the world. May we 
share your peace with all people in word and deed. 
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Peace   
 
The Peace of the Lord be with you 
All And also with you 
Let us share a sign of peace with one another 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer H 
        The Lord is here. 
All  His Spirit is with us. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all 
creation; 
in your love you made us for yourself. 
When we turned away you did not reject us, 
but came to meet us in your Son. 

All You embraced us as your children 
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 

In Christ you shared our life  
that we might live in him and he in us. 

All He opened his arms of love upon the cross 
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 

On the night he was betrayed, at supper with 
his friends he took bread, and gave you 
thanks; he broke it and gave it to them, 
saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is 
given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 

All Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his body is the bread of life. 

 At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the 
new covenant, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins; do this in remembrance 
of me. 

All Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his blood is shed for all. 

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his 
rising in glory, send your Holy Spirit that this 
bread and this wine may be to us the body 
and blood of your dear Son. 

All As we eat and drink these holy gifts 
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 

With your whole Church throughout the 
world we offer you this sacrifice of praise 
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of 
heaven: 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  

The Lord’s Prayer  
 
All  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours  now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread  

We break this bread to share in the body of 
Christ. 
 
All   Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us 
peace. 

 
Prayer after Communion 
God of our pilgrimage, you have fed us with the 
bread of heaven.  Refresh and sustain us as we 
go forward on our journey, in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.   

 
Final blessing 
Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow 
him;  and the blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with you 
and those whom you love and pray for, 
now and forever. Amen 

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 
All  In the name of Christ. Amen.  
 

Song: Seek ye first the Kingdom of God  


