Sunday Xtra, January 10th 2021
Baptism of Christ Year B
Welcome
Reading: Mark 1:4-11
Reflection: on-line
Prayers: on-line

Resources to print:
Wordsearch
Colouring
See last pages

Song: King of Kings Majesty
Welcome: Welcome to today’s Sunday Xtra Service. This Sunday
our worship services will take place online. Keep an eye out for
more news and updates next week. Enjoy!
Collect for 1st Sunday of Epiphany
Heavenly Father
at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son:
may we recognise him as our Lord
and know ourselves to be your beloved children;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen
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Introduction
We return to the story of John the Baptist, but extending it further
to include the baptism of Jesus.

Mark 1:4–11 – A Reading

Mark 1:4–11 – The Message
John the Baptizer appeared in the wild, preaching a baptism of
life-change that leads to forgiveness of sins. People thronged to
him from Judea and Jerusalem and, as they confessed their sins,
were baptized by him in the Jordan River into a changed life. John
wore a camel-hair habit, tied at the waist with a leather belt. He
ate locusts and wild field honey.
As he preached he said, “The real action comes next: The star in
this drama, to whom I’m a mere stagehand, will change your life.
I’m baptizing you here in the river, turning your old life in for a
kingdom life. His baptism—a holy baptism by the Holy Spirit—will
change you from the inside out.”
At this time, Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was
baptized by John in the Jordan. The moment he came out of the
water, he saw the sky split open and God’s Spirit, looking like a
dove, come down on him. Along with the Spirit, a voice: “You are
my Son, chosen and marked by my love, pride of my life.”
The Message (MSG)
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The meaning for older people: The Baptism of the Lord
The meaning for younger people: The Baptism of Jesus
A New Year Prayer for Love
Dear God, Thank you that you are a loving, gracious God. Thank
you that you’ve offered us forgiveness and the gift of new life in
you. Thank you that your love is perfect, it never fails, and that
nothing can separate us from your love.
We pray that our lives would be filled and overflowing with the
power of your love so we can make a difference in this world and
bring honor to you. We ask for your help in reminding us that the
most important things are not what we do outwardly, it’s not
based on any talent or gift, but the most significant thing we can
do in this life is simply to love you and to choose to love others.

Help us to love as you love. Fill us with your Spirit so that we can
choose what is best. We are weak Lord, but we know also, that
even when we are weak, you are strong within us. Thank you that
it’s not all up to us. Thank you that you equip us to face each day
with the power of your love, your forgiveness, and your grace. We
love you Lord, and we need you today, and every day, In Jesus’
Name, Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer, as Jesus taught us!
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
Song: This is our God
Dismissal:
Lord of all time and eternity,
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son:
by the power of your Spirit
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth:
through the waters of the new creation
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

