
 

Order of Service 24th of January 2021 
Joint Service with SCT (Shipley Christians Together)  
Week of Christian Prayer for Unity  
 
The content of the service is based on material prepared by the monastic community of sisters in 
Grandchamp, Switzerland. 
 

Welcome by church leaders in Shipley 
 

Opening Hymn  
Holy, holy, holy 
My heart, my heart adores you! 
My heart is glad to say the words: 
You are holy Lord. 
 

Opening Words  
Brothers and sisters in Christ, this year the theme of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, is: “Abide in 
my love and you shall bear much fruit”, John 15. These words by Jesus are an invitation for everyone to be 
deeply rooted in the love of Christ and to do everything we can to remain close to him. In this united SCT 
service, we spend time praying together and praising God together for the opportunities He gives us to 
serve him together in Shipley.  As we remember the call of Christ to abide in God’s love, we turn to him 
who is the centre of our life.  
 
In peace let us pray: Loving God you are the vinedresser, the gardener who cares for us with love. You call 
on us to see the beauty of each branch united to the vine, the beauty of each person, each community. 
And yet, too often the differences in others make us afraid. We withdraw into ourselves and loose trust. 
Come and direct our hearts toward you once again. Grant us to live from your forgiveness so that we may 
be together and praise your name. Amen. 
 

Litany of Praise  
We sing your praise in the midst of the world and among all peoples,  
We sing your praise in the midst of creation and among all creatures.  
We sing your praise among suffering and tears,  
We sing your praise among promises and achievements.  
We sing your praise in the places of conflict and misunderstanding;  
We sing your praise in the places of encounter and reconciliation.  
We sing your praise united as your people, loved by you.  
We sing your praise in the midst of life and death, the birth of a new heaven and a new earth. 
Glory to you O God!   
 

Song based on Psalm 27:1  
The Lord is my Light, my Light and Salvation, in him I trust.  

 

Part 1: Personal wholeness  
The first part of this service is centred on the unity of the whole person and our abiding in Christ. 
 

Reading:  John 15:1-17   
 



 

Prayers  
God of love, through Christ you said to us: “You did not choose me but I chose you.” You seek us, you invite 
us to receive your friendship and abide in it. Teach us to respond more deeply to this invitation, and grow 
in a life that is ever more complete.  
 
God of life, you call us to praise you and to be praise in the midst of the world and to welcome one another 
as a gift of your grace. May your loving gaze, which rests upon each person and every community, open us 
to receive each other just as we are.  
 
God you who gather, you knit us together as one vine in your Son Jesus. May your loving Spirit abide in us. 
Grant that together we celebrate you with joy.  
 
God of the one vineyard, you call us to abide in your love in all we do and say. Touched by your goodness, 
grant us to be a reflection of that love in our homes, communities and workplaces. May we bridge rivalries, 
overcome tensions and share peace.  
 
Jesus calls us to abide in him, as branches of the true vine. He calls us to bear the fruit of God’s healing and 
reconciling love. He calls us to draw closer to God and to one another as we offer this love to the world.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer in your own language  
 

Time of reflection and silence  
 

Part 2: The visible Unity of Christians  
The second part of the service expresses the desire to rediscover the visible unity of Christians. Anchored 
in the love of Christ, we turn to our neighbours and exchange with each other a sign of his peace.  

Reading: Matthew 5: 1-10 The Beatitudes 

Jesus said: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the humble, for they will inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemaker, for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Prayers (for Shipley) 
Holy Spirit, you renew the Church in all places. You unite us in your love. We pray for all the churches here 
in Shipley, may we be renewed by you and united in the love of Christ and in our efforts to bring peace.  
Lord have mercy 
 
Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace, light the fire of your love in us so that we remain close to you and nurture 
friendship in our churches. May the walls that separate us fall and may we recognize one another as 
brothers and sisters. May we see you in the people around us and find opportunities to serve you.   
Lord have mercy 
 



 

Holy Spirit, Consoler of all, open our hearts to forgiveness and reconciliation and bring us back from our 
lost ways. We pray for those in our communities who are hurting and who need your forgiveness. We pray 
for those who have been hurt and need your healing.  
Lord have mercy  
 
Lord Jesus, gentle and humble of heart, give us poverty of spirit so that we may welcome the 
unexpectedness of your grace. Help us to share generously with others who are struggling with adversity. 
We pray for the work of our new CAP debt centre, and for the leaders in local government here in Shipley. 
Lord have mercy 
 
Jesus our teacher, you long for people to know about the values of God’s Kingdom. Teach us your wisdom 
and gentleness. We pray for the schools, teachers, parents, carers and families in Shipley. May they know 
your strength and guidance as they teach and learn.  
Lord have mercy  
 
Holy Spirit, you never abandon the men, women and children who are persecuted for their faith. Give 
them strength and courage, and support those who help them. We bring to you people here in Bradford 
and Shipley who are displaced, who are refugees and have experienced cruel injustice. May we unite in 
your work for justice and peace.   
Lord have mercy 
 
Jesus calls us to be peacemakers and to be united among ourselves. He gives us his peace and invites us to 
share it. Let us exchange a sign of his peace with one another: Peace be with you.  
 

Song: My Peace I leave you  
 

Part 3: The Unity of all peoples with all Creation  
The third part of the service opens us up to the unity of all peoples and all creation.  
 

Reading: Revelation 7: 9-12  
 

Prayers for the world 
 

God of life, you have created every human being in your image and likeness. We praise you for the gift of 
our many cultures, expressions of faith, traditions and ethnicities. Grant us the courage always to stand 
against injustice and hatred based on race, class, gender, religion, and fear of those not like ourselves.   
God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 
 
Jesus you invited your disciples to ‘abide in you’ and to stay close to you. As your church worldwide drinks 
deeply  from your love, may it flow generously and abundantly through the world nurturing all people and 
all communities. 
God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 
 
Merciful God, you have shown us in Christ that we are one in you. May all leaders and communities seek to 
draw from your wisdom and compassion as they lead, take decisions and work for justice and peace for all 
people. God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 
 
Jesus, you came into the world and shared fully in our humanity. You know the hardships of life for people 
who suffer in so many different ways. May the Spirit of compassion bring healing to those who are ill and 
strength to those who offer medical care. God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 



 

 
Creator God, your world longs for an end to the pandemic and a return to a life lived in deep connection 
with family, friends, communities and creation. Give wisdom to scientists, and resilience to all your people. 
May we share the goodness of creation with all in a fair and generous manner.   
God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 

 

Holy Spirit, you hear the fury of your wounded creation and the cries of those already suffering from 
climate change. Guide us toward new life giving behaviours. May we learn to live in harmony as part of 
your creation.  God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 
 
Jesus, you are the Light of World, may your Light shine in all the dark places and show that there is hope, 
peace, forgiveness and healing with you. God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 
 

Action: Light a candle, lift it up and say the words: the light of Christ in the world 
 
Song: Christ Be Our Light 
 

Blessing 
Spirituality and solidarity are inseparably linked. Prayer and action belong together. When we abide in 
Christ, we receive the Spirit of courage and wisdom to act against all injustice and oppression.  
May we pray and work that God may reign. Throughout our days may we let the Word of God breathe life 
into work and rest. May we maintain inner silence in all things, rooted in Christ. May we live and work with 
the spirit of the Beatitudes: joy, simplicity, mercy. 
May we be one, so that the world may believe! May we abide in God’s love, go into the world and bear the 
fruits of this love.  
May the God of hope give us joy and peace; and may we and all the churches in Shipley share these gifts 
generously. In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 
 


