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Welcome to 
St Paul’s Church, Shipley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Virtual Christingle Service 
Sunday 13th December 2020 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Available on our YouTube Channel from Sunday 9am 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXY1pewJTF7bxsrwqGABtlg
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Welcome and Greeting 

 Christ has brought us out of darkness 
All to live in his wonderful light.  
 

Hymn: Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 

Come thou long expected Jesus,  
Born to set thy people free  
From our fears and sins release us 
Let us find out rest in thee. 
 
Israel’s strength and consolation 
Hope of all the earth thou art, 
Dear desire of every nation 
Joy of every longing heart. 
 
Born thy people to deliver, 
Born a child and yet a king,  
Born to reign in us for ever, 
Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
By thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By thine all-sufficient merit 
Raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

Prayer 

Jesus, Light of the World, 
Shine in this place.  
Jesus, Light of the World, 
Shine in our hearts. 
Jesus, Light of the World, 
Shine in our lives.  
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Jesus, Light of the World, 
Shine in all the earth.  
Amen. 
 

Confession 

Father God,  
We are sorry for the things we say and do which make you sad, 
and for not thinking of others before ourselves.  
We are sorry for times when we have seen people in need 
and ignored them and walked on by. 
Please forgive us and help us to love you and other people, 
so we may bring light and hope to the world.  
Amen. 
 

Lighting of Advent Candle and Song 

 A candle burns, the sign of your Word. 
 God of the prophets, come to us again this Advent. 
 May your word be a lamp to our feet, and a light on our path. 
All God, give us light, give us hope. 

 
Song: Christmas is Coming 

Christmas is coming  
the Church is glad to sing  
and let the advent candles  
brightly burn in a ring.  

  
The first is for God's promise  
to put the wrong things right,  
and bring to earth's darkness  
the hope of love and light.  

  
Christmas is coming…  
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The second is for the Prophet  
Who said that Christ would come.  
With good news for many  
And angry words for some.   
  
Christmas is coming…  
 
The third is for the Baptist,  
Who cried ‘Prepare the way,  
be ready for Jesus,  
Both now and every day’   
  
Christmas is coming…  
 

Reading: Isaiah 9: 1 - 7 

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the 
former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of 
the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
2The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 
3 You have multiplied the nation, 
    you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4 For the yoke of their burden, 
    and the bar across their shoulders, 
    the rod of their oppressor, 
    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
    and all the garments rolled in blood 
    shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
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6 For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His authority shall grow continually, 
    and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

Christingle Building Activity  
(Including background music – Christingle Song and Christ be our Light) 
 

Reading: John 8:12 

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life.” 
 

Prayer before lighting of Christingles 

 Lord Jesus,  
 Light of the world, 
 I hold this Christingle as a sign of your love. 
All May your light shine in the darkness. 
 
 The candle, planted deep within the world, 
 as a sign that you made your home among us, 
 and lived with the poor and neglected. 
All May your light shine in the darkness. 
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 The ribbon, wrapped around the earth,  
 a sign of your blood poured out on the cross (or love), 
 enfolding the whole world with your saving love.  
All May your light shine in the darkness. 
 
 The fruits and sweets, signs of all the good things you have 
 made, 
 given to us that we might share them fairly 
 so everyone can have enough. 
All May your light shine in the darkness. 
 
 Lord Jesus,  
 Light of the World, 
 as I hold this Christingle 
 and think about your great love for me, 
 help me to take this light out into the world 
 and to share your love with others, 
 especially those who need it most. 
All Amen. 
 

Song as candles are lit:  Away in a Manger 

Away in a manger, no crib for His bed 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay 
 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky 
And stay by my side till morning is nigh 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever, and love me I pray 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care 
And fit us for Heaven to live with Thee there 
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Children’s Society Video and Prayers 

 Lord God,  
 for the work of The Children’s Society, 
 and for wisdom for all who seek to help: 
 Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer.  
 

 For an end to the pain of injustice, 
 and the courage to stand up for others: 
 Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer.  
 

 That everyone may have  
 a safe place to call home: 
 Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer.  
 

 For those who feel unloved, unsafe  
 and like they just can’t cope: 
 Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer.  
 

 That we may hear the voice 
 of all who cry for help: 
 Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer.  
 

 That we may nurture the gifts 
 and potential of all children: 
 Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer.  
 

 That our community, our nation, and our world 
 may be a place where all may know your love: 
 Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer.  



 

8 

Closing Song: Joy to the world 

Joy to the world, the Lord has come 
Let earth receive her King 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing 
 
Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns 
Let men their songs employ 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy  
 
He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love, and wonders of His love 
And wonders, wonders of His love 
 

Blessing 

We go in peace 
to share the peace of God with all we meet. 
 
We go in love 
to share God’s gift of love with the world. 
 
We go in the light of Christ 
to shine as lights in the world.  
 
To the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 

https://genius.com/Christmas-songs-joy-to-the-world-lyrics#note-17057998
https://genius.com/Christmas-songs-joy-to-the-world-lyrics#note-17057998
https://genius.com/Christmas-songs-joy-to-the-world-lyrics#note-17057856

