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My talk today is especially written and spoken with the annual meetings in mind. Our annual meetings this 

year should have been held in April but were postponed because of Covid. Usually in our annual meetings 

we look back at the things we are grateful for and we look ahead to the future. We say thanks to people 

who are stepping down from certain roles and elect new people to take on responsibilities.  

 

We express our gratitude to all the people who make church work and we especially thank God for his 

incredible faithfulness and goodness. This exercise of being thankful, and also praying into the future, is 

reflected in our Bible passage from Ephesians. Paul writes from prison (in lockdown) and says to the 

Christians in Ephesus: “I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.” And then 

he says “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of 

wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.” May that be the prayer for us as a church going 

into the future. A prayer for wisdom and revelation that we may know God better.  

 

When you read the Annual Church Report from 2019, it is clear that church cannot work without people 

taking responsibilities seriously. This is very biblical. Jesus gave his disciples responsibilities. The early 

church relied on many people to be involved, to pray, to serve, to lead, to teach, to care, to help, to be 

involved in mission.  

 

Church is unthinkable without many players taking part in it. Even, or especially, during the difficult months 

of the pandemic, people have gone out of their way to make church happen in many ways. Some new 

people have come forward. Others have disappeared a bit into the background, but we are all still very 

much part of God’s work and his Kingdom. As church we exist to serve the community around us. Many of 

our church family have been on the frontline of community work in education, health care and in caring for 

their own families as well. As a community of believers, we have been sustained by our faith and by prayer 

for one another.  

 

I felt inspired today to use a chess board for my talk as a visual aide.  

I know I cannot assume that you all play chess or understand the rules.  

I am going to assume that you all know about games. And that you like games.  

After all, play and playfulness, are part of human nature.  

It just happens to be the case that I played a lot of chess when I was younger.  

Chess is played between two people, opposite each other, playing black or white. 

There are different chess pieces. The most important one is the KING who needs to 

be protected. When you lose your king, you have lost the game. At the same time, you also try and attack 

your opponent’s king. All your pieces play together to do this. It is both about defending and attacking. So 

far it sounds a bit like football probably. A game that many of you I know feel passionate about. 

 

Christ the King is the name of the feast we celebrate today, the last Sunday before advent. He is the most 

important person in our lives, in the world and in the Bible. Without the King, there would be no church. In 

the same way that without the king in chess there is no game.  

 

Chess is a strategic game. You have to think ahead. If I do this, what will the other player do? You cannot 

always accurately predict what is going to happen next. The other person might play a move which is 

completely unexpected. This is a bit like what has happened with the pandemic. Unexpected, unsettling and 

worrying. But the game is not over. Many people across the world are trying extremely hard to find the next 



best move. At times it may feel like Stale Mate – that’s when you are stuck in the game and you can’t move 

any pieces. Something many of us feel in our own lives at times: being stuck.  

In church, a lot of people have played very hard to keep the game going and to play moves. In the annual 

meeting later on, we will mention a few names to thank people.  

 

In chess all pieces work together. They all play differently: the knights, 

the bishops, the rooks, the queen, and 8 pawns. They work together and 

serve each other. Some of the pieces are very humble ones: pawns. 

Probably most of us feel like pawns: what difference can I make?  

But you know, (sorry I’m going to be a bit technical here.) - pawns can become queens! When a pawn 

reaches the other side of the board, they become a queen. That may be you! Rooks always stay rooks, the 

reliable faithful people in church. The knights: they make unexpected moves or comments. The bishops, 

they go the extra mile to serve and to discern. And the queens, always on their guard, always on the look-

out, always staying as close as possible to the king.  

 

Chess is a beautiful game. Every game is different. And there are endless possibilities. It also builds 

character. When I played as a young girl, I used to cry when I lost. I so badly wanted to win. I also 

sometimes won against adult men who would then throw over the board and stomp away. Clearly, I needed 

some character building, but the adult men needed it too. Being part of church can be character building. 

We can all think for ourselves where we need this. The pandemic has brought out the best and worst in 

people.    

 

Church is not a game 

When we think about church and what we are doing at St Paul’s for the benefit of our parish here in 

Shipley, it’s obviously not a game. We are involved in something quite serious: the kingdom of heaven. And 

it is something deeply profound and spiritual, affecting people’s lives, health and well-being. In the gospel 

of Matthew, Jesus asks his disciples to be involved in feeding the hungry, visiting the sick and setting the 

captives free. These actions are of eternal value and determine whether we are part of God’s Kingdom here 

on earth and in heaven.   

 

We are at a point in the live of our church where we don’t know exactly what the way forward is. We don’t 

even know yet, whether our building will be open again after 2nd December. We don’t know whether our 

financial situation is sustainable. We don’t know when we can start some of our core activities again such as 

toddler group, TLC, Saturday Café, the children’s work. In the same way that many of you in your personal 

lives are dealing with huge uncertainties.  

 

As a PCC we need to do some planning, thinking and praying about what our priorities are as we go into 

2021. Some of the priorities will be given to us by the global situation. Climate change, the environment, 

community building. Then there is also the question, how did we end up where we are now? Have we 

played some thoughtless moves in the past? Can we improve our game? Should we be more focussed on 

the King? Can we mobilise more pieces?  

 

The Kingdom of God 

Jesus’ life was all about the kingdom. At the end of his life, which he lived as a servant king, he passed the 

earthly tasks on to his disciples: go to all the nations and make disciples. And I will be with you always. It 

then says in Ephesians that God appointed Christ to be head over the church. Life is not a game; church is 

not a game. It is real with a real King who is alive and who reigns and invites us to pray, work, serve and 

play to honour him and to draw people into his life-giving Kingdom. 


