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Today is Advent Sunday. This is an intriguing feast as it means so many different things to different people. 
This year Advent Sunday falls very close to the end of November and to the beginning of December. It is 
therefore the closest Sunday to St Andrew’s Day, on 30th November, and also the closest to 1st December, 
which is World AIDS Day. 
 

St Andrew’s Day is a traditional time for thinking about the mission of the church. Andrew sets us an 
example as a Christian missionary, and he also gives us an excuse for enjoying lots of Scottish things.  
 

Advent Sunday is a time when we reflect on, and prepare for, the coming of God amongst us. This is not 
unrelated to either AIDS, or the mission of the church. I would like to try to bring these three ideas 
together, as we consider the question;  
 

‘Where on earth is God?’ 
 

Many of us, live with feelings of disappointment and frustration because God does not seem to be as 
active in the world, as we have been taught that he should be. Like me, you have probably been taught, 
since childhood, that God longs to heal us; that he longs to release our burdens; and he longs to set us on 
the right road. 
 

But somehow, that picture does not seem to match our experience. We all know that we are not always 
healed; that we still carry our burdens; and somehow we don’t seem to be able to do the right thing. Our 
experience simply does not match what we have been taught.  
 

These days, many people are not regular church goers, and many who used to attend, do so no longer. 
They are unable to be more involved with church because they cannot reconcile this mismatch. 
They find it difficult to worship a God, who they see as allowing awful things to happen. Some of us may 
feel a great deal of sympathy for that view, whilst others of us don’t really see a problem.  
 

Our reading from Isaiah, this morning, was all about this kind of situation. The reading was addressed to 
the people of Israel. They were a people who were struggling with what it means to be God’s people when 
God does not seem to be doing anything. 
 

Let me explain a little bit of the background. I seemed to miss out some of the history of the Old 
Testament. Either I never listened in church, or else nobody told me, and I did not find out until I was 
studying for my theological degree. 
 

A key event in the Old Testament, through which it needs to be understood, is the exile of the Israelites in 
Babylon. In the year 597BC the whole nation of Israel was taken prisoner by the Babylonians. They were 
taken over 700 miles from Jerusalem to Babylon, where they were held captive. It is notoriously difficult to 
identify which books were written before, during or after the exile. Sadly, they are not in chronological 
order. We cannot tell the relationship of a book to the exile from its position within the Bible.  
 

The whole nation was captured and taken into slavery. There really is not anything equivalent for us, so it is 
very difficult for us to grasp how momentous the exile was for the Israelites.  
 

Today’s passage was written to the Israelites when they were in exile, far from home; far from the land 
which God had promised them. Oppressed by the Babylonians, they were a dislocated, and an abandoned 
people.  
 

The reading was full of the desire of the Israelites for their God to act, but God did not seem to be listening 
to their cries. They could not understand why God did not answer them, so they started to blame 
themselves. Had they done something to which had caused God to grow angry and to abandon them? 



Then they concluded that even if they had gone wrong, they had only sinned because God had already 
abandoned them. It was his fault. They felt that God had withdrawn for his own reasons, which they could 
never understand. 
 

This is where so many of us can find ourselves. When we look at our world, when we see the absolutely 
appalling figures for infection for HIV, for Aids, or in recent times for COVID, we begin to wonder why God 
is not acting.  
 

If we look at the growth in HIV infection, we find that one in five adults has tested positive for HIV.  In 
Zimbabwe it is one in four, and in Lesotho it is one in three. In the UK we have had the highest infection 
rate for more than ten years. The greatest infection is in the under 25s.  
 

When we look at these figures, or when we look at the vast number succumbing to COVID infection every 
day, it does make us wonder why God does not act. 
 

So, I want to try to answer the question I asked earlier, Where on earth is God?  
 

Some folk ask where is God in hurricanes which ravage the Caribbean or the USA. God is not in the 
hurricanes. If people around the world pump more and more carbon dioxide into the air, and this 
generates heat because of all the cars, aeroplanes and domestic energy usage; wind patterns change and 
hurricanes develop. God was not in all that. God is in the restoration; in the putting things back together; 
and in people helping one another. 
 

Some people ask where God is in Tsunamis or Earthquakes? 
God is not in these things. God is in the work of the scientists designing and perfecting early warning 
systems; in the work of aid agencies offering reconstruction help, and in people helping one another. 
 

Some people ask where God is in the car crash which kills small children. If we build cars and drive them 
around faster and faster, accidents are bound to occur. God is not in the cause of these accidents. God is in 
the friends and family who provide comfort, support and help. 
 

Some people ask where God is when people are diagnosed with a terminal illness. God isn’t in the cells that 
mutate, or in the tumours which take over so quickly. God is in the medical staff who provide treatment 
and help. God is in the scientists who research new treatments and cures.  
 

Some people ask where God is in all the deaths from COVID this year. 
God isn’t in this awful disease. God is in the scientists working so hard to develop a vaccine; in the health 
workers who are trying hard to treat all those who are seriously unwell; in all those who work, in care 
homes, schools, in the supermarkets and in those professionals who advise our governments. 
 

Some people ask where God is in the AIDS epidemic around the world. God is not in this disease. God is in 
the people educating others about how we can act in safer ways. God is in all those who care for those 
affected. 
 

Sometimes it feels that God seems to have withdrawn from his people. If we are convinced of the truth of 
these words, we can find ways to show that God is alive and active all of the time, then we are doing a 
wonderful piece of Christian mission. 
 

That is why Advent and Christmas are so desperately relevant to the world, and to the whole of the human 
race, especially in our time of crisis. It is into this situation of waiting and longing for God to act in our lives 
that Christ comes. At the right time, in the right place, God acts in Christ Jesus. God speaks words of 
salvation, and he speaks words of release to a waiting people. And that word, now and for ever is Jesus. 
Amen. 


