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Welcome and Opening Prayer 

God our maker, God of springtime and Harvest, we are here. 
Jesus the storyteller, Jesus our friend, we are here. 
Holy Spirit, our breath, God alive within us, we are here. 
We are here at your invitation to meet with you. 
 

Hymn: We plough the fields and scatter 

We plough the fields and scatter 
The good seed on the land, 
But it is fed and watered 
By God's almighty hand: 
He sends the snow in winter, 
The warmth to swell the grain, 
The breezes and the sunshine, 
And soft, refreshing rain. 
 
All good gifts around us 
Are sent from heaven above; 
Then thank the Lord, 
O thank the Lord, 
For all his love. 
 
He only is the maker 
Of all things near and far; 
He paints the wayside flower, 
He lights the evening star; 
The winds and waves obey him, 
By him the birds are fed; 
Much more to us, his children, 
He gives our daily bread. 
 
All good gifts around us… 
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We thank thee then, O Father, 
For all things bright and good, 
The seed time and the harvest, 
Our life, our health, our food. 
Accept the gifts we offer 
For all thy love imparts, 
And what thou most desirest, 
Our humble, thankful hearts. 
 
All good gifts around us… 
 

Reading: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, 
so that by always having enough of everything, you may share 
abundantly in every good work. As it is written, 
‘He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures 
for ever.’ 
He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply 
and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 
righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for your great 
generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; for 
the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the 
saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. Through 
the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to the 
confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your 
sharing with them and with all others, while they long for you and 
pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has 
given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 
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Children’s Talk:  Simple Pleasures by Rachel Hesselwood 
 

Song: Harvest Samba 

Cabbages and greens, Broccoli and beans, 
Cauliflower and roasted potatoes, Taste so good to me! 
Apricots and plums, Ripened in the sun, 
Oranges and yellow bananas, Good for everyone! 
  
It’s another Harvest Festival when we bring our fruit and vegetables, 
Cause we want to share the best of all the good things that we’ve been 
given. It’s another opportunity to be grateful for the food we eat with a 
Samba celebration to say thank you to God the father.  
  
Golden corn and wheat, Oats and sugar beet, 
Fluffy rice and tasty spaghetti, Wonderful to eat! 
Coffee, cocoa, tea, Growing naturally, 
Herbal plants and all kinds of spices very nice indeed!  
 
It’s another Harvest Festival… 
 
Thank you for the harvest, thank you for your goodness. 
For all the fruit and vegetables and the wonderful things that grow!  
  

Reading: Luke 12:16-30  

Then he told them a parable: ‘The land of a rich man produced 
abundantly. And he thought to himself, “What should I do, for I 
have no place to store my crops?” Then he said, “I will do this: I will 
pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all 
my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have 
ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 
merry.” But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life is 
being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose 
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will they be?” So it is with those who store up treasures for 
themselves but are not rich towards God.’ 
He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 
your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you will 
wear. For life is more than food, and the body more than 
clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have 
neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how 
much more value are you than the birds! And can any of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your span of life? If then you are not 
able to do so small a thing as that, why do you worry about the 
rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor 
spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like 
one of these.  But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is 
alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more 
will he clothe you—you of little faith! And do not keep striving for 
what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep 
worrying. For it is the nations of the world that strive after all these 
things, and your Father knows that you need them. 

 

Talk by Thomas Dixon 
 

Hymn: God, in his love for us 

God in His love for us lent us this planet, 
Gave it a purpose in time and in space: 
Small as a spark from the fire of creation, 
Cradle of life and the home of our race. 
 
Thanks be to God for its bounty and beauty, 
Life that sustains us in body and mind: 
Plenty for all, if we learn how to share it, 
Riches undreamed of to fathom and find. 
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Long have our human wars ruined its harvest; 
Long has earth bowed to the terror of forced; 
Long have we wasted what others have need of, 
Poisoned the fountain of life at its source. 
 
Earth is the Lord’s: it is ours to enjoy it, 
Ours, as His stewards, to farm and defend. 
From its pollution, misuse, and destruction, 
Good Lord, deliver us, world without end! 
 

Prayer of Confession 

As we think about Harvest in our lives, our communities and around the 
world, we come to you, seeking hope, strength and forgiveness. 
For our tendency to work alone when it would be more constructive to 
work with others, God of the Harvest forgive us. 
 
For closing our minds to stories and situations we need to understand 
and act on, God of the Harvest forgive us. 
 
For our reluctance to let your Holy Spirit challenge us and remake us, 
God of the Harvest forgive us. 
 
Jesus said – Listen, this is Good News: those who hear my message and 
let it grow in their hearts and minds, keep on living and loving until they 
bear good fruit. Amen. 
 
 

Presenting Harvest Gifts (virtually), with choir anthem ‘For 
the beauty of the earth’ in the background 
 

Prayers, as we sing: 

Through our lives and by our prayers, your kingdom come. 
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The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your Kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours.  
Now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Hymn: Blessed be your name 

Blessed be Your name 
In the land that is plentiful, 
Where Your streams of abundance flow, 
Blessed be Your name; 
Blessed be Your name 
When I'm found in the desert place, 
Though I walk through the wilderness, 
Blessed be Your name. 
 
Every blessing You pour out 
I'll turn back to praise 
When the darkness closes in, Lord 
Still I will say: 
 
Blessed be the name of the Lord, 
Blessed be your name; 
Blessed be the name of the Lord, 
Blessed be your glorious name. 
 
Blessed be Your name 
When the sun's shining down on me, 
When the world's 'all as it should be', 
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Blessed be Your name; 
Blessed be Your name 
On the road marked with suffering, 
Though there's pain in the offering, 
Blessed be Your name. 
 
Every blessing You pour out 
I'll turn back to praise 
When the darkness closes in, Lord 
Still I will say: 
 
Blessed be the name…. 
 
You give and take away 
You give and take away, 
My heart will choose to say 
Lord, blessed be Your name; 
You give and take away, 
You give and take away, 
My heart will choose to say 
Lord, blessed be Your name: 
 
Blessed be the name…. 
 

Creed 
 
By faith 
I gaze up to the heavens 
and know  
within its vastness 
that this is your creation 
planned and effected within eternity. 
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By faith 
I pluck an ear of corn 
and know 
within its symmetry 
lies the chemistry of life 
the potential of creation within my hand. 

By faith 
I listen for your voice 
and know 
the whisper that I hear 
breathed a world into existence 
yet listens to the prayer within my soul. 

By faith 
I strive to do your will 
and know 
the door that I approach 
may lead me to shadows 
where my role is to become your light. 

By faith 
I cling to your word 
and know 
the strength that I receive 
has its source within the love 
that is at the centre of all things. 
 

Hymn: For the fruits of his creation  

For the fruits of his creation 
thanks be to God; 
for his gifts to every nation, 
thanks be to God; 
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for the ploughing, sowing, reaping, 
silent growth while we are sleeping, 
future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, 
thanks be to God. 

In the just reward of labour, 
God’s will is done; 
in the help we give our neighbour, 
God’s will is done; 
in our world-wide task of caring 
for the hungry and despairing, 
in the harvests we are sharing, 
God’s will is done. 

For the harvests of his Spirit, 
thanks be to God; 
for the good we all inherit, 
thanks be to God; 
for the wonders that astound us, 
for the truths that still confound us, 
most of all that love has found us, 
thanks be to God. 

Blessing 

God the Father, who created the world, 
give you grace to be wise stewards of his creation. Amen. 
  
God the Son, who redeemed the world, 
inspire you to go out as labourers into his harvest. Amen. 
  
God the Holy Spirit, whose breath fills the whole of creation, 
help you to bear his fruits of love, joy and peace. Amen. 
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Tend the earth, care for God’s good creation  
and bring forth the fruits of righteousness. 
Go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Choir: Look at the World    


