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Welcome  
 
Hymn  

O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds Thy Hands have made 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed: 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 

When through the woods, and forest glades I wander, 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees. 
When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur 
And see the brook, and feel the gentle breeze: 

Then sings my soul… 

And when I think of God, His Son not sparing 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in 
That on the Cross, my burden gladly bearing 
He bled and died to take away my sin: 

Then sings my soul… 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And lead me home, what joy shall fill my heart 
Then I shall bow with humble adoration 
And then proclaim, my God, how great Thou art! 

Then sings my soul… 
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Prayer  

Source of All Blessings, 
I am grateful 
for my life 
for the blessings 
of my breath, 
the beating of my heart. 

Source of All Blessings, 
I am grateful 
for the beloved ones who 
share life with me 
those in our world beside me 
and those in worlds beyond my knowing. 

Source of All Blessings, 
I am grateful 
to share life with our human family: 
Jewish, Christian, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, Sikh; 
May we walk gently upon our Earth. 

Source of All Blessings, 
I am grateful 
to be one with all creation, 
the flight of birdwings, 
the swirling of blueshoals, oceans deep 
the runnings of wilderness creatures, 
the sway of forests green. 

Source of All Blessings, 
I am grateful 
to be part of the spiralling 
of all space and time, 
beyond my imagination; 
Yes, and again, yes, I am grateful 
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to always be here; 
where else could I go? 
For all this and more, 
I am grateful. 
 

Psalm 145: 1-14 

I will extol you, my God and King, 
    and bless your name forever and ever. 
Every day I will bless you, 
    and praise your name forever and ever. 
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 
    his greatness is unsearchable. 
One generation shall laud your works to another, 
    and shall declare your mighty acts. 
On the glorious splendour of your majesty, 
    and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 
The might of your awesome deeds shall be proclaimed, 
    and I will declare your greatness. 
They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness, 
    and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 
The Lord is gracious and merciful, 
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
The Lord is good to all, 
    and his compassion is over all that he has made. 
All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, 
    and all your faithful shall bless you. 
They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, 
    and tell of your power, 
to make known to all people your mighty deeds, 
    and the glorious splendour of your kingdom. 
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
    and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 
The Lord is faithful in all his words, 
    and gracious in all his deeds. 
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The Lord upholds all who are falling, 
    and raises up all who are bowed down. 
 

Our Favourite Things: Talk and Activity  
 

Reading – Matthew 1: 1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught 
them, saying: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
will be filled. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter 
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 

Another look at the Beatitudes: Video 
 
Prayer of Confession 

God of compassion, we confess that we are sinners. 
In Jesus, you show us that it is better to give than to receive; 
But we remain selfish and greedy. 
In Jesus, you show us that love is stronger than hatred; 
But we nurse grievances and resentment. 
In Jesus, you show us a new way of living; 
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But we are content with the standards of the world. 
In Jesus, you show us the way of true greatness, 
But we are afraid to follow him. 
Forgive us, God of compassion. 
Assure us of your mercy and love. 
Enable us by your Spirit’s power, and grant that we may attain that 
fullness of life which you offer in Christ or Lord. 
We ask it for his sake, 
Amen. 
 

Song 

Heaven shall not wait for the poor to lose their patience,  
the scorned to smile, the despised to find a friend:  
Jesus is Lord: he has championed the unwanted;  
in him injustice confronts its timely end.  
 
Heaven shall not wait for the rich to share their fortunes,  
the proud to fall, the elite to tend the least:  
Jesus is Lord; he has shown the master's privilege –  
to kneel and wash servants' feet before they feast.  
 
Heaven shall not wait for the dawn of great ideas,  
thoughts of compassion divorced from cries of pain:  
Jesus is Lord; he has married word and action;  
his cross and company make his purpose plain.  
Heaven shall not wait for triumphant Hallelujahs,  
when earth has passed and we reach another shore:  
Jesus is Lord in our present imperfection;  
his power and love are for now and then for evermore. 
 

Talk by Thomas Dixon 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 

Blessing 

Bless us God 
Bless us with tears and with laughter 
Bless us with love 
  
Bless us Jesus 
Bless us with hope and with healing 
Bless us with love 
  
Bless us Holy Spirit 
Bless us with creativity and wisdom  
Bless us with love.   
The blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and those whom you love and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn 

The splendour of the King, clothed in majesty 
Let all the earth rejoice, 
All the earth rejoice, 
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He wraps himself in Light, and darkness tries to hide, 
And trembles at His voice, 
Trembles at His voice. 

How great is our God, sing with me 
How great is our God, and all will see 
How great, how great is our God! 

Age to age He stands, 
And time is in His hands, 
Beginning and the end, 
Beginning and the end: 

The Godhead, Three in One, 
Father Spirit Son, 
The Lion and the Lamb, 
The Lion and the Lamb. 

Name above all names, 
Worthy of our praise, 
My heart will sing 
How great is our God! 

How great is our God, sing with me 
How great is our God, and all will see 
How great, how great is our God! 

 


