
 

Worship Service with Holy Communion  
St Paul’s Church, Shipley 

4th Sunday after Trinity, 5th July  
Theme: Healing - Celebrating the NHS 
Available on our YouTube channel from Sunday 9am 

Welcome and Opening Prayer  
 

You are our Maker, God. 
You have given us a world full of wonder and beauty. 
You have asked us to care for your world  
and to care for each other. 
You are our Maker, and we are glad! 
 
You are our Healer, Jesus. 
You bring us peace and give us wholeness. 
You confront us with joy and with justice. 
You call us to life and to death and to new beginnings. 
You are our Healer and we are glad.  
 
You are our Wisdom, Holy Spirit. 
You strengthen and surprise us, 
And you dance where you choose to. 
You listen to our fears and you fill us with courage. 
You are our Wisdom and we are glad. 
 

Song: Sent by the Lord am I  
 
Sent by the Lord am I; 
My hands are ready now 
To make the earth a place 
In which the kingdom comes. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXY1pewJTF7bxsrwqGABtlg


 

The angels cannot change 
A world of hurt and pain 
Into a world of love, 
Of justice and of peace. 
 
The task is mine to do, 
To set it really free. 
O help me to obey; 
Help me to do your will. 

 
Lament and Confession  

 
In our service today we make space for thanksgiving, gratitude 
and praise, but we also create space for lament and grief. You 
may want to have a candle with you as a symbol of the eternal 
life that God gives to his children through Jesus.  
In a moment of silence, I invite you to bring to mind people we 
have lost because of the pandemic, precious human lives. The 
total number of deaths worldwide is now more than 500,000 
and in the UK approaching 50,000. Christ have mercy 
Let’s also be aware of other kinds of loss, such as job losses, loss 
of money, of dreams, of good health, of education. Let’s be 
aware of the lives that have been lost over many years because 
of racism, homophobia and other forms of  discrimination. 
Christ have mercy. 
 
Let’s bring to mind where we as a society or as individuals have 
hurt other people or have not supported causes of justice. 
Where we knowingly or unknowingly have contributed to 
inequality, racism or injustice. Christ have mercy. 
 
And let’s use the words of the psalmist when we express to God 
our deep personal anguish and weakness.  

 
 



 

From Psalm 6 
 
Have mercy on me, O God for we are weak; 
    heal us, God, for our bones are in agony. 
Our souls are in deep anguish. 
    How long, God, how long? 
Turn, O God, and deliver us; 
    save us because of your unfailing love. 
 

Thanksgiving Prayer from Psalm 103 
 
Praise the LORD, my soul; 
    all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 
Praise the LORD, my soul, 
    and forget not all his benefits— 
who forgives all your sins 
    and heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the pit 
    and crowns you with love and compassion, 
who satisfies your desires with good things 
    so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

 
Beatitudes  
 
Hymn:  I heard the voice of Jesus say (choir) 
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
"Come unto me and rest; 
Lay down, O weary one, lay down 
Your head upon my breast." 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
So weary, worn, and sad; 
I found him in a resting place, 
And he has made me glad. 



 

 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
"Behold, I freely give 
The living water, thirsty one, 
Stoop down and drink and live." 
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
Of that life-giving stream; 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
And now I live in him. 
 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
"I am this dark world's light; 
Look unto me; your morn shall rise, 
And all your day be bright." 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 
In him my star, my sun; 
And in that light of life I'll walk 
Till traveling days are done. 
 

Testimonies of thanksgiving to God for the NHS by 
congregation members 
  

God of healing and compassion, we thank you  
for the establishment of the National Health Service,  
and for the dedication of all who work in it:  
give skill, sympathy and resilience  
to all who care for the sick,  
and your wisdom to those engaged in medical research. 
Strengthen all in their vocation through your Spirit,  
that through their work  
many will be restored to health and strength;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 



 

Reading from Ecclesiasticus 38 
 
Honour physicians for their services, 
for the Lord created them; 
for their gift of healing comes from the Most High, 
and they are rewarded by the king. 
The skill of physicians makes them distinguished, 
and in the presence of the great they are admired. 
The Lord created medicines out of the earth, 
and the sensible will not despise them. 
Was not water made sweet with a tree 
in order that its power might be known? 
And he gave skill to human beings 
that he might be glorified in his marvellous works. 
By them the physician heals and takes away pain; 
the pharmacist makes a mixture from them. 
God’s works will never be finished; 
and from him health spreads over all the earth. 
My child, when you are ill, do not delay, 
but pray to the Lord, and he will heal you. 

  
Gospel Reading Luke 7:1-10 from The Message translation  
 
When Jesus finished speaking to the people, he entered Capernaum. A 
Roman captain there had a servant who was on his deathbed. He 
prized him highly and didn’t want to lose him. When he heard Jesus 
was back, he sent leaders from the Jewish community asking him to 
come and heal his servant. They came to Jesus and urged him to do it, 
saying, “He deserves this. He loves our people. He even built our 
meeting place.” 
Jesus went with them. When he was still quite far from the house, the 
captain sent friends to tell him, “Master, you don’t have to go to all this 
trouble. I’m not that good a person, you know. I’d be embarrassed for 
you to come to my house, even embarrassed to come to you in person. 
Just give the order and my servant will get well. I’m a man under 



 

orders; I also give orders. I tell one soldier, ‘Go,’ and he goes; another, 
‘Come,’ and he comes; my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 
Taken aback, Jesus addressed the accompanying crowd: “I’ve yet to 
come across this kind of simple trust anywhere in Israel, the very 
people who are supposed to know about God and how he works.” 
When the messengers got back home, they found the servant up and 
well. 

 
Talk by Revd John Butler  
 
Prayers for the world and for ourselves  
by Sue and Ian Stevens  

 
Song: Be still for the presence of the Lord (Choir) 

 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the holy One, is here 
Come bow before him now with reverence and fear 
In him no sin is found we stand on holy ground 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the holy One, is here 
 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around 
He burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned 
How awesome is the sight our radiant king of light 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around 
 
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place 
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace  
No work too hard for Him, in faith receive from him 
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place 

 
Holy Communion  
We celebrate that God is present with us, everywhere and always. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 

  The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us.  

  Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; 
in your love you made us for yourself. 
When we turned away you did not reject us, 
but came to meet us in your Son. 

All  You embraced us as your children 
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 

  In Christ you shared our life  
  that we might live in him and he in us. 

All  He opened his arms of love upon the cross 
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 

On the night he was betrayed, at supper with his friends 
he took bread, and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

All  As we eat and drink these holy gifts  
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 



 

With your whole Church throughout the world 
we offer you this sacrifice of praise 
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven: 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
All  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven.  
  Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
  Lead us not into temptation  
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power,  
  and the glory are yours 
  now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
As we break this bread, we remember Jesus who gave his life for all.  
 
All Jesus, lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.  
 Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 
 

Prayer of invitation.  

Open your hearts in faith and receive the Body of our Lord Jesus 
Christ which he gave for you and his blood which he shed for 
you. In remembrance that he died for you, feed on him in your 
hearts by faith with thanksgiving.   

 



 

Taize Chant: Bless the Lord my Soul (Choir) 
 
Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God's holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 

 

Prayer after Holy Communion 
 
God of all power and love, 
we give thanks for your unfailing presence 
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, 
break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
Wherever and however we gather, 
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 
that we and the whole creation might be restored and 
renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain 
with you always. Amen. 
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