
Talk by Emma Allison – Sunday 28th June 

Introduction 
Hi. My name is Emma, and I’m currently speaking to you from my parents’ house in 
Cottingley. Just in case we’ve not met before, I thought I’d fill you in with a little about me. I 
grew up in the St Paul’s church family, and so I’m very excited to be speaking to you all this 
morning. I’m currently training for ordination in Durham, and in a year’s time I will 
hopefully be starting a curacy and further training and ministry. The church family at St 
Paul’s is so special to me, and you have nurtured me and helped me to grow in my 
relationship with God - so first of all, I want to say thank you!  
 
Acts 2:42-end  
This morning we’re looking at a short passage in Acts. If you’ve got your bibles handy, turn 
with me to Acts chapter 2, and we’re looking at verse 42 to the end. The beauty of services 
on YouTube is that you can pause me if you don’t have a bible next to you and need to go 
and find one! It’s going to be handy to be able to have a look at the passage as we go 
through it.  
 
So, the passage which we’ve just heard gives us a rich and deep look at what it means to be 
a church in only a few short verses. It’s absolute gold-dust for a time like this, when we’re 
having to re-assess what church looks like, and how we function. We start by hearing four 
key ideas which are the designated as the four marks of church.  

- The apostles’ teaching 

- the common life of those who believed 

- the breaking of bread 

- the prayers 
 

The church first and foremost is looking to the teachings of the apostles, to fellowship and 
community, to sharing a meal which remembers the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and to 
prayer. It’s only then that the early church looks outwards to the needs of the world.  
 
In other words, we look inwards in order to look out.  
 
Deepening our relationship with God  
We’re instantly handed a way to deepen our relationship with God, and to grow as a church 
community in these four marks. In the first, apostles’ teaching, we can look to the bible, 
and spend time pouring over the wisdom from its pages. In the second, the common life of 
believers, we can learn to spend quality time as a community, getting to know how we 
work, and worshiping God as one body. In breaking bread, whether that’s communion, or 
sharing something like an Agape meal, we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, and do 
so as a community together. And by praying, we take time to listen to what God is trying to 
say to us, as well as bringing our fears and joys to Him. 
 
We look inwards in order to look out.  



Pandemic - Moving to Bradford  
The world that we’re currently in of the global pandemic has hugely changed the way we’re 
functioning as a society, and as a church family. I don’t need to tell you that, we’re currently 
doing church on YouTube.  
 
At the start of lockdown, twenty-four thousand years ago, my fiancé Simon and I decided to 
travel back to Bradford and stay with my parents. At the same time, our theology college 
temporarily shut down, and moved completely online. Training in a community like ours in 
Durham involves being part of a hugely tight knit community. We eat, worship, learn, and 
socialise together. We are well and truly in each other’s lives. So, moving to online lectures 
and services, and quickly leaving Durham, has left a lot to be grieving. I miss my community. 
I miss the ridiculous conversations in the common room, and the cups of coffee and chats 
in the nearest cafe. I miss the lecturers and being in their classes, albeit a lot of the time 
confused and in awe of them. I miss being able to sing and worship together. And most of 
all, I miss being able to take time to sit and pray with one another.  
 
As part of a role that I hold in college, we’ve been thinking about what community will look 
like in the near future. If we’re able to meet again, how is it going to work? 
 
4 marks of church in our context  
I find myself coming back to these four marks presented to the early church. How are we 
going deeper into scriptures? How will we live in fellowship as a community when we’re 
meeting solely online? How will we break bread together when we’re not allowed to take 
communion? How will we pray together continually? 
 
We spend a fair bit of time at theology college going out and serving communities in the 
North East. It’s a blessing, and something that I’m so excited to get back to doing - but in 
order to do that well we need to be thinking about these four marks of church.  
 
We look inwards in order to look out.  
 
Looking outwards 
After we hear the four marks of church in Acts 2, we move on to hear about the lived-out 
experiences of the early church. We hear of signs and wonders, and a strong sense of 
community. Those within the church with lots gave to those within the church with little, 
and the church grew. It’s through the apostles’ teaching, the common life of believers, the 
breaking of bread, and the prayers, that the life of the church flourished and grew.  
 
Now I would like to just interject at this point and say that this is not an excuse to only look 
inwards. The early church weren’t instructed to spend all of their time doing these things, 
and stay in their nice little world where everything was a little bit more safe and secure. No, 
its in the very next chapter, in fact, that Peter heals a lame man.   
 



Peter said, ‘I have no silver or gold, but what I have I give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, stand up and walk.’ And he took him by the right hand and raised him up; and 
immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 
 
I can only apologise if, at this point, you have the song going round your head. Feel free to 
pause and have a good sing to get it out of your system. I’ll certainly be doing that later.  
 
Peter heals and blesses those outside of the church as well as those inside it. We can follow 
Peter’s actions, and go out into the world to heal and bless.  
 
We look inwards in order to look out.  
 
Hope 
Looking at the world at the moment can feel overwhelming. There are so many things going 
on which are highlighting injustices and real and desperate need. We see it in the Black 
Lives Matter movement, in the need for free school meals over the summer holidays, the 
increase in food bank usage as well as in the effects of the coronavirus and so many other 
things. I seem to find myself feeling not knowing where to start with it all. Not knowing how 
I can help, and just feeling so sad.  
 
But we have something unique. Something which we, as the church, can be excited to give - 
no strings attached, no agenda, and no cost: hope. Hope in a Saviour who literally rose from 
the dead for us. Hope in a gospel which sends us out from within a ready-made family. 
Hope in a God who is bigger than any fear, injustice, or virus. 
 
It’s this hope that underpins the four marks we read about earlier in Acts 2. Hope that gives 
us the motivation to delve into the more uncomfortable parts of scripture as well as the bits 
we like. Hope that puts us in community with people who are potentially very different to 
us, and who we could disagree with on a lot of things - and who we are called to love and 
serve as family. It’s hope that makes us yearn for communion again. And it’s hope that 
makes us pray when we can’t quite work out what else to do. Hope in a God who is bigger 
than everything we face. 
 
We look inwards in order to look out.  
 
I’m going to pray for us as we finish.  
 
Lord God, I want to thank you for the hope that we find in you.  
Help us, by your Spirit, to look inwards at our own selves, and our church family  
in order that we might grow in relationship with you 
and serve the world around us. 
We ask these things in Jesus name.  
Amen 
 
 


