
Talk Sunday 17th May 2020 
John 14:15-21 
 
Eight weeks ago today we were all preparing for the National lockdown, which began on the following day. 
For eight weeks we have largely found ourselves confined to our homes. We have had to rely on others. 
We have been cut off from friends and family. We have had to be patient. We have had to learn that we 
cannot do the things which we have become accustomed to doing. We have needed to wait, and we still 
need to wait until it is safe for us to pick up our lives again. 
 
For many of us, it has been a very difficult time, and a sad time. In addition to our loss of freedom, many of 
us have had to deal with concerns for loved ones who have become unwell, and some 33,000 families have 
had to come to terms with the loss of those loved ones. 
 
In the reading we heard this morning, it was a difficult and a sad time for Jesus’ disciples and friends. This 
passage is part of a series of times when Jesus talked about his departure. His followers were beginning to 
feel the anxiety of separation. They had given up everything for this man, yet now he was going to leave 
them. 
 
They didn’t really understand what was going to happen to Jesus; they didn’t understand what was going 
to happen to them, and they had no idea where they were going to go. Many disciples had left their 
homes, their wives and families, and their work in order to follow Jesus. They no longer had any income, 
something which many people are suffering now, and they were far away from the comfort of their homes. 
 
When we are about to lose a valued possession, or even more when we are going to lose someone close to 
us, we worry, and we get depressed. That is only human. I am sure that the disciples were feeling all of 
these things. Some of them kept these feelings to themselves, others, like Thomas asked questions. The 
mood amongst the disciples must have been pretty down. 
 
But, Jesus was not just leaving his disciples. In verse 16, Jesus told them that God would send them a 
helper, a comforter, an advocate, a Paraclete. In the Bible, Jesus gave the name Paraclete to the Holy 
Spirit, and that Term has been translated in all of those ways. All of these terms mean someone who walks 
with you. The disciples were not left alone, and 2000 years later, we are not left alone either. 
 
The Holy Spirit is that mysterious part of the Trinity who is forever with us. He is that small voice who 
comes into our hearts when we are most overwhelmed or confused. He comes to us when we are lost for 
answers. When our hearts are broken, and we don’t think we can go on, the Holy Spirit fills our hearts with 
love and encouragement, so that we know that we can. When we see someone hurting or needing comfort 
and we do not know how to help, we find the Holy Spirit gives us the right words to bring that comfort. 
 
The Holy Spirit is always with us, even when we are not aware of his presence. He walks with us, he leads 
us, and he guides and supports us on our journey. Sometimes he comes as someone around us. Perhaps 
you too have found that when you are at your lowest, someone appears to walk the path alongside you, as 
you dig your way back up to the light.  
 
The comforter comes when we cry out. Black slaves in America lived in appalling conditions, and their 
despair led them to cry out to God, and in doing so, to the creation of a number of well-beloved spirituals, 
let’s listen to part of one of them. 
 
Music: Sometimes I feel like a motherless child, a long way from home. 
 
In the passage we heard today Jesus promises us that he will not leave us as orphans. I want us all to hold 
on to a truth from that passage, as we continue to endure our difficult circumstances.  



The truth is this: 
No matter how alone we feel, we are not alone. We are members of the family of Christ. We are protected 
eternally by the Father, by the Son, and by the Holy Spirit. When Jesus promises not to leave us as orphans, 
he is promising that we are not going to be on the outside, looking into a love we can never possess. 
Instead he invites us to come in and join him. Our family is gathered, even though we are unable to meet 
together at the moment. Our family is gathered, and our place in it is reserved. 
 
But there is also an obligation on each one of us. Because we have a place in the family of Jesus, we must 
not leave anyone on the outside looking in. I am sure you remember the phrase Jesus used in the parable 
of the sheep and the goats: ‘What you do for the least of these, you do for me.’ 
 
Jesus has not left us orphaned, so we must also be our brother’s or our sister’s keeper. Do we include in 
our family circle those who are orphaned, or abandoned by the world; those who are left out, or who do 
not seem to fit in? 
 
Jesus also tells us that we should keep his commandments. Matthew offers the insight that the greatest 
commandment is to love; to love God and to love our neighbour. 
 
Today I think God wants to remind all of us, in this beautiful passage that no matter what happens; no 
matter what goes wrong; no matter how remote God might seem to be from us, there is a truth. And that 
truth is that we have Jesus’ promise that we have a comforter; we have a helper in the Holy Spirit, who will 
always be with us  
 
As we love God, and as we love our neighbours, and as we keep God’s commandments the Holy Spirit will 
always be with us. We will always be a part of the family of Christ. 
 
We will never be alone. 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Holy Spirit be with us today. Be our teacher, our guide, our counsellor and our friend. Fill us with your gifts, 
especially the gifts of wisdom, discernment, knowledge, understanding, compassion, love, and awe, in the 
presence of God. In all that we think, and say, and do, may we act in conformity with your Holy and prefect 
will. We ask this in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
 
 
 


