
 

Worship Service, St Paul’s Church, Shipley 
3rd Sunday of Easter, 26th April 2020 

If you have access to the internet, this service will be available on the St 
Paul’s YouTube channel on Sunday morning from 9am.  

 
Welcome by Henriette Howarth 
 
Greeting  

Halleluiah, Christ is risen, 
 He is risen indeed, Halleluiah 

Christ has conquered death, Halleluiah  
He has triumphed over the grave, Halleluiah 
He has defeated hell, Halleluiah 
He has risen again, Halleluiah 
Christ is alive, Halleluiah. 

 
Opening Prayer and Confession 
 Bless to us, O God, this day, fresh made. 
 In the chorus of the birds, bless us 
 In the scent of blossom, bless us. 

Bless us and heal us 
For we come to you in love and trust. 
We come to you in expectant hope.  
 
Heal us and your grieving world 
Of all that harms us. 
By the Power of your Resurrection 
Restore us to new life 
Set us on new paths 
Bring us from darkness to light  
Help us to choose hope.  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXY1pewJTF7bxsrwqGABtlg


 

Jesus says, ‘Pick up your bed and walk.’ 
Pick up the bed of your sorrows and fears 
Pick up the bed of your grief and your sin 
Pick up your life and come, come follow him.  

 
Absolution 

 May the God of love and power  
forgive and free us from our sins, 
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit 
and raise us to new life in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

Song: Our God is a great big God by Sarah and Edie  
 
Gospel Reading by Mark Allison 
Luke 24:13-35 from the Message translation  
 

Talk by Henriette Howarth: Walking with Jesus  
 

Easter Poem 
Jesus in the garden, newly risen from the dead, 

who stood by weeping Mary, and who heard the words she said 
as if you were the gardener, till at last your shepherd’s voice 

called her ‘Mary’ and with one word gave her reason to rejoice, Jesus 
in the garden, ever new but still the same, 

help me recognise you in the speaking of my name. 
 

Jesus on the journey, fellow traveller on the road, 
who met two sad disciples, walking with them as you showed 
the meaning of the scriptures that predicted you would rise, 

but only when you blessed the meal could they believe their eyes. 
 

Jesus on the journey, meet me where my hopes have fled, 
help me recognise you in the breaking of the bread. 

Jesus in the locked room, breaking through despair and doubt, 



 

who comforted your friends when they had shut the whole world out, 
who came again for Thomas, and revealed your hands and side 

so that he could touch and know you as alive, though you had died. 
Jesus in the locked room, breaking through our self-built bars, 

help me recognise you in the touching of your scars. 
 

Jesus on the shoreline, cooking breakfast for your friends, 
who offered guilty Peter one more chance to make amends, 
who filled a net with fish for him, and helped him to recall 

the first catch that convinced him to respond to your first call. 
Jesus on the shoreline, know my best, forgive my worst, 

help me recognise you in the way I met you first. 
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Hymn : Jesus Lives  
 

Intercessions by Sue and Ian Stevens  
Lord of the Emmaus road, thank you for this stunning good 
news! Like the two disciples on that road, we are often 
despondent. Our best plans, and highest hopes for this year, 
have evaporated, and we’re left with dust in our mouths on our 
weary journey. This is an experience familiar to all of us at this 
present time. Walk with us, Lord; listen to our story; and let us 
hear yours, straight from the empty tomb. 
Lord in your mercy…. Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord of the journey, you opened the scriptures to those two 
disciples, as you walked along, and their hearts burned within 
them. Help us to listen to the good news of scripture, to mark, 
learn,  and inwardly digest it afresh, so that our palates are not 
jaded with too much familiarity,  but rather inspired by the 
vitality and truth we find there. Walk with us, Lord, and let us 
hear your story, straight from the empty tomb. 
Lord in your mercy…. Hear our prayer. 



 

Lord of the open door, you accepted the hospitality of strangers 
who urged you warmly to stay a while with them. May we show 
a similar enthusiasm to welcome the stranger. This may seem 
impossible at this time, but maybe we are being given unique 
opportunities to get to know our neighbours in a way that our 
previous lifestyles did not allow. We can reach out and show 
God’s love by supporting those around us…by shopping, baking, 
cooking, supporting the food banks or even just picking the 
phone up to draw in those we know to be isolated. Help us to 
be persistent in prayer for the sick and suffering, and all those 
working so very hard to care for them. We pray for your 
wisdom for our government as they seek to manage this crisis. 
And indeed for the whole world in these troubled times.  Help 
us to allow the Holy Spirit to nudge us into action, to help all in 
need, and especially looking out for those not coping. May we 
find that we also have been blessed, for we have entertained 
you unawares. 
Lord in your mercy…. Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord of the broken bread and blessed wine, you performed 
those familiar actions, and the two disciples suddenly knew 
who you were. There are so many new ways that we are 
meeting as a church, both this morning in this virtual service, 
and during the week. May we too know the shock of 
recognition and blessing, as you share the life that is in you,  
and is available to all of us. Give us confidence to invite others 
to this new banquet, where church is definitely no longer the 
building, but a living, thriving, community that all are welcome 
to be part of.  Preside at this banquet Lord, and let us hear and 
experience your story afresh, straight from the empty tomb. 
Accept these prayers, for the sake of you son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
 
 



 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done,  
 on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive  
 those who sin against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
 now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Choir Anthem: Ye Choirs of New Jerusalem 
 
Blessing 

God the Father by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life, and the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and those whom you love and remain with 
you always. Amen. 

 

The Dismissal 
  We are raised to new life with Christ, 
  go in his peace. Alleluiah. 
All   Thanks be to God, Alleluiah, Alleluiah. 
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