
 

Service of Holy Communion 
Palm Sunday, 5th April 2020, 6pm 

 St Paul’s Church, Shipley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Song 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest, (2X) 
Lord, we lift up your name, with our hearts full of praise,  
be exalted, O Lord, my God, 
Hosanna in the highest!  
 
Glory, glory, glory to the King of kings! (2X) 
Lord, we lift up your name, with our hearts full of praise,  
Be exalted, O Lord our God, 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 

Welcome and Introduction   

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing 
by works of love and self-sacrifice for the celebration of our Lord’s 
death and resurrection. Today, on Palm Sunday, we come together to 
begin this solemn celebration in union with the Church throughout the 
world. Christ enters his own city to complete his work as our Saviour, 
to suffer, to die and to rise again. Let us go with him in faith and love, 
sot that, united with him in his sufferings, we may share his risen life.  



 

Prayers of adoration and confession  
Let us approach God with reverence and awe,  
and be silent in his presence. 

Silence 
Glory and praise to God, creator, redeemer, healer, 
fountain of life, giver of light and hope of the world. 
Glory and praise to God, coming humbly in Jesus, 
the King on a donkey, riding toward the Cross. 
Glory and praise to God, coming today through the Spirit, 
The Spirit of truth and gentleness, the Spirit of life and power. 
Glory and praise to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
Eternally Three-in-One; one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
All God of tender compassion,  

be merciful and gracious to us, 
forgive the sins of your people 
as we come to you now in penitence. 
We name the name of Jesus  
while our actions betray him. 
We claim to be his disciples 
while we disregard his teachings. 
With our lips we shout “Hosanna” 
while our lives shout “Crucify him!” 
We talk of grace and mercy  
while we fail to forgive others. 
God of tender compassion, 
be merciful and gracious to us, 
forgive the sins of your people; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Absolution 
 May the God of love and power  

forgive and free us from our sins, 
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit 
and raise us to new life in Christ Jesus. Amen. 



 

Bible Reading John 12:12-19  
 
The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that 
Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went 
out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord!”  “Blessed is the king of Israel!” 
Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: “Do not be 
afraid, Daughter Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey’s 
colt.”  At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus 
was glorified did they realize that these things had been written about 
him and that these things had been done to him. Now the crowd that 
was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him 
from the dead continued to spread the word. Many people, because 
they had heard that he had performed this sign, went out to meet 
him. So the Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is getting us 
nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!” 
 

Reflection  
 

Affirmation of Faith              
 
All We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 

We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 

We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 



 

Prayers for the world and for ourselves 
 

The Peace 
 
Blessed are the peacemakers: they shall be called children of 
God. We meet in the name of Christ and share his peace.  
The peace of God be with you. 

All  And also with you.  

 
Prayer at the Preparation of the Table 
 Loving and gracious God you spread a table before us; 

nourish your people with the word of life 
and the bread of heaven. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
  The Lord is here. 
All  His Spirit is with us. 

  Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

  
Almighty God, good Father to us all, 
Your face is turned towards your world. 
In love you gave us Jesus your Son  
to rescue us from sin and death. 
Your Word goes out to call us home 
to the city where angels sing your praise. 
We join with them in heaven’s song:  

 
All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 



 

Father of all, we give you thanks 
for every gift that comes from heaven. 
To the darkness Jesus came as your light. 
With signs of faith and words of hope 
he touched untouchables with love  
and washed the guilty clean. 
 
This is his story. 

All    This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The crowds came out to see your Son, 
yet at the end they turned on him. 
On the night he was betrayed 
He came to table with his friends 
To celebrate the freedom of your people 
 
This is his story. 

All This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; 
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 
This is my body, given for you all. 
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; 
he took the cup, gave it and said: 
This is my blood, shed for you all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 

 
This is our story. 

All    This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate the cross on which he died to set us free. 
Defying death he rose again and is alive with you to plead for 

 us and all the world. 
 



 

This is our story. 
All  This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Send your Spirit on us now 
that by these gifts we may feed on Christ 
with opened eyes and hearts on fire. 
May we and all who share this food 
offer ourselves to live for you 
and be welcomed at your feast in heaven 
where all creation worships you, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 

All      Blessing and honour and glory and power 
  be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Breaking of Bread 

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup 
All we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
All Jesus, lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.  
 Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 

 
Prayer of invitation.  

Open your hearts in faith and receive the Body of our Lord Jesus 
Christ which he gave for you and his blood which he shed for 
you. In remembrance that he died for you, feed on him in your 
hearts by faith with thanksgiving.   

 

Post Communion Prayer  
 

The Blessing 
Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him a sure ground for 
faith, a firm support for hope, and the assurance of sins forgiven; and 



 

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn 
When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
Save in the death of Christ, my God. 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 
See from his head, his hands, his feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down; 
Did ever such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
His dying crimson, like a robe, 
Spreads o’er his body on the tree; 
Then I am dead to all the globe, 
And all the globe is dead to me. 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small: 
Love so amazing, so divine 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 
The Dismissal 
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All   In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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