
 

A Service of Holy Communion  
St Paul’s Church, Shipley 

2nd Sunday of Easter, 19th April 2020 

If you have access to the internet, please click on the links in this service 
booklet which will take you to the relevant videos on the St Paul’s 

Church YouTube channel. 

Welcome, Greeting, Opening Prayer and Confession 
by Henriette Howarth  
 

Halleluiah, Christ is risen, 

All He is risen indeed, Halleluiah 
 
Opening Prayer  

We come into your healing presence, God, 
All In our need, and bringing with us the needs of the world 
 We come to you, for you come to us in Jesus  
All And you know by experience what human life is like 

We come with our faith and with our doubts 
All We come with our hopes and with our fears 

We come as we are, because you invite us to come 
All And you have promised never to turn us away 
 

Confession and Absolution  
In a moment of silence, we bring to God our brokenness, our sins and 
the world’s need for healing. 
 
Silence 
 
From Psalm 103:  
Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 

https://youtu.be/evIYTo2yCC0


 

who redeems your life from the pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
 who satisfies you with good as long as you live 

so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
 

Absolution 
 May the God of love and power  

forgive and free us from our sins, 
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit 
and raise us to new life in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

Hymn: The Day of Resurrection 
 
Gospel Reading John 20: 19-end (from the Message Translation) by 

Kate Butler 
 
Later on that day, the disciples had gathered together, but, fearful of 
the Jews, had locked all the doors in the house. Jesus entered, stood 
among them, and said, “Peace to you.” Then he showed them his 
hands and side. The disciples, seeing the Master with their own eyes, 
were exuberant. Jesus repeated his greeting: “Peace to you. Just as the 
Father sent me, I send you.” Then he took a deep breath and breathed 
into them. “Receive the Holy Spirit,” he said. “If you forgive someone’s 
sins, they’re gone for good. If you don’t forgive sins, what are you 
going to do with them?” 
But Thomas, sometimes called the Twin, one of the Twelve, was not 
with them when Jesus came. The other disciples told him, “We saw the 
Master.” 
But he said, “Unless I see the nail holes in his hands, put my finger in 
the nail holes, and stick my hand in his side, I won’t believe it.” 
Eight days later, his disciples were again in the room. This time Thomas 
was with them. Jesus came through the locked doors, stood among 
them, and said, “Peace to you.” 

https://youtu.be/B9rJR7gQHvc
https://youtu.be/_XnY_L_je_Y


 

Then he focused his attention on Thomas. “Take your finger and 
examine my hands. Take your hand and stick it in my side. Don’t be 
unbelieving. Believe.” 
Thomas said, “My Master! My God!” 
Jesus said, “So, you believe because you’ve seen with your own eyes. 
Even better blessings are in store for those who believe without 
seeing.” 
 

Talk: Doubting Thomas by Kate Butler 

 

Choir Anthem: Now the Green Blade Riseth 
 

Holy Communion 
 

Prayer at the Preparation of the Table 
 

 Loving and gracious God you spread a table before us; 
nourish your people with the word of life 
and the bread of heaven. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer  
 

  The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us.  

  Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; 
in your love you made us for yourself. 
When we turned away you did not reject us, 
but came to meet us in your Son. 

All  You embraced us as your children 
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 

https://youtu.be/V3cFn7sPB1E
https://youtu.be/zvzRl3jxXKs
https://youtu.be/4xKOpd5i41g


 

  In Christ you shared our life  
  that we might live in him and he in us. 

All  He opened his arms of love upon the cross 
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 

On the night he was betrayed, at supper with his friends 
he took bread, and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

All  Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his body is the bread of life. 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

All  Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his blood is shed for all. 

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

All  As we eat and drink these holy gifts  
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 

With your whole Church throughout the world 
we offer you this sacrifice of praise 
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven: 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 
 
 



 

The Lord’s Prayer 

All  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven.  
  Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
  now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of Bread 

Every time we eat this bread 
and drink this cup 

All we proclaim the Lord’s death 
 until he comes. 
 
All Jesus, lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.  
 Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 
 

Prayer of Invitation 
Open your hearts in faith and receive the Body of our Lord Jesus 
Christ which he gave for you and his blood which he shed for 
you. In remembrance that he died for you, feed on him in your 
hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 

Post Communion Prayer  
Loving God, through our Saviour Jesus Christ  
you have assured your children of eternal life. 
And in baptism have made us one with him: 
deliver us from the death of sin 
and raise us to new life in your love, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



 

Taize Chant: Surrexit Christus 

 

Prayers and the Blessing 

by John Butler 
 
Blessing 

God the Father by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life, and the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and those whom you love and remain with 
you always. Amen. 

 

The Dismissal 
  We are raised to new life with Christ, 
  go in his peace. Alleluiah. 
All   Thanks be to God, Alleluiah, Alleluiah. 
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https://youtu.be/sHKQOQgrcyE
https://youtu.be/UjhHM6JlpDM

