
Sunday Xtra, April 5th, Palm Sunday, 2020 

Resources to print:  

crossword 

wordsearch 

 

Song: Good Good Father 

 
Collect for 6th Sunday of Lent / Palm Sunday 
True and humble king, 

hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 

grant us the faith to know you and love you, 

that we may be found beside you  

on the way of the cross, 

which is the path to glory. Amen 

 
Opening Worship 
1 Your love never fails 

2 Celebrate 

3 Hosanna 

Introduction 
 

Palm Sunday is a remembering of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem as the 

crowd shout their “Hosannas” and wave palm branches. Traditionally, 

we turn our palm branches into crosses, to remind us again of the 

coming Good Friday story. You might like to make your own crosses 

from paper this year! 

 

Make your own palm cross 

  

 

https://sermons4kids.com/triumphal_entry_matt_crossword.htm
https://sermons4kids.com/triumphal_entry_matt_wordsearch.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ak0OoFBw3c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_2qG22SPwU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5aGu8B2ORXs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oAaQ5EEXidc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcmeCOf-b4k&list=WL&index=2


Luke 19:29-40 – The Message 
After saying these things, Jesus headed straight up to Jerusalem. 
When he got near Bethphage and Bethany at the mountain called 

Olives, he sent off two of the disciples with instructions: “Go to the 

village across from you. As soon as you enter, you’ll find a colt 

tethered, one that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it. If 

anyone says anything, asks, ‘What are you doing?’ say, ‘His Master 

needs him.’” 

The two left and found it just as he said. As they were untying the colt, 

its owners said, “What are you doing untying the colt?” 

They said, “His Master needs him.” 

They brought the colt to Jesus. Then, throwing their coats on its back, 

they helped Jesus get on. As he rode, the people gave him a grand 

welcome, throwing their coats on the street. 
Right at the crest, where Mount Olives begins its descent, the whole 

crowd of disciples burst into enthusiastic praise over all the mighty 

works they had witnessed: 

Blessed is he who comes, 

the king in God’s name! 

All’s well in heaven! 

Glory in the high places! 

Some Pharisees from the crowd told him, “Teacher, get your disciples 

under control!” 

But he said, “If they kept quiet, the stones would do it for them, 

shouting praise.” 
The Message (MSG)   Copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson 

 

Video: Palm Sunday procession 

 

 

Thoughts from Matt Stoney 

Gathering for an online bible study with friends because we are not 

allowed to meet, nobody saw this coming. We can’t hug our extended 

families, we now immediately back away from friends and not just 
strangers when we meet them. The world, as it was for us, is 

changing. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/?action=getVersionInfo&vid=65
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSY0YN5aQwE&list=WL&index=2&t=130s


The vital jobs of the country are now the doctors, nurses, delivery 

drivers, and the shelf stackers. To the hospital staff the chaos is not 

new, the huge pressure is not new, but this crisis is, and so is the 

attention and intention to help. 

The shop workers stack the shelves but not with lots of fancy goods 

and mindboggling choice, but with essentials. The choices we were 
recently sold and told that we deserved are now gone. Why? Because 

maybe, probably we didn’t ever need them. We do however deserve 

the freedom that comes from not craving what we were being sold. We 

are being forced to live simply, to live day to day. To let go of the 

past, stay in the present and to re-imagine the future. 

Decision’s will be made; we can maybe shape a new future. 

Will we ever be allowed out again? Yes, but what do we do once we 

are out? 

Will the football season resume, does it even matter? I love football, 

but it has been out of control for a long time. 

Will the airlines survive; do we want them to? The environmental 

impact that every aeroplane in the sky has, has long been argued 
between experts. Will we now have undeniable proof? 

The NHS emerged out of the trauma of the last global crisis, finally we 

appear to cherish it again, will this continue? 

None of us are exempt from blame, the damage our choices have done 

to the world is unquestionable. We need a chance to rethink….maybe 

this is it. Will it happen? I don’t know. But, has fresh air ever tasted as 

good as it does on our one daily walk? We have been quietened and 

creation is again shouting praise. 

The gospel of Luke was written for moments like this, moments of 

movement, moments where we are not sure where we are heading. 

The great action of Luke’s Gospel, the miracles, the teaching all 

happen on the road between villages. 

Today this new road is ours to walk, and none of us have been to the 

village ahead. Together though we will make the road by walking. And 

walking as always, one step at a time. 



I read this passage and I think about the disciples.. did they grumble 

at the job of stealing a donkey? Did they understand the significance 

that the new jobs, the small tasks, the risky missions, that we are 

sometimes given in the present moment are vital to God’s bigger 

thinking…? 

I think about the crowd who seem so happy, so desperate for future 
they think they see… 

And I think about the past that Jesus grieves for. 

If we are being are forced to leave behind the usual busyness of our 

lives, to re-imagine work, relationships, travel, shopping, church, 

everything…then in the passage, in Jerusalem, the opposite was true. 

This was Passover, the city was heaving. Archaeologists speculate that 

at the time of Jesus, 50.000 people lived within the city walls, well 

another 150,000 would descend every year for the week of Passover. 

There was no social distancing in operation here, everyone was there, 

and everyone was out, and they all had expectations for the coming 

week… Into this chaos, joy, celebration and expectation rides Jesus, 

and he weeps. 

Can we in our lockdown… living life in a totally new way relate to the 

passage differently? 

The world hasn’t changed yet, only we humans have. The Bible hasn’t 

changed, only the eyes and experience with which we now read it. And 

now, I read the passage and I wonder how it reads for you. 

 

  



Prayer activity:  

You could do this simple activity  

every time you wash your hands in a sink  

  

Using soap and water,  

thoroughly wash your hands for at least 20 seconds.  
As you wash your hands,  

think about how you feel about the coronavirus disease. 

  

If you want to, you can say a prayer of hope or a prayer for safety.  

 

Psalm 46:1  

‘God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.’ 

 

More formally, we say The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Song: Counting every blessing 

 

Dismissal:  1 Timothy 1:17 
 
Deep honour and bright glory to the King of All Time,  

 - One God, Immortal, Invisible, ever and always.  

Amen! 

 

Song:  Counting every blessing 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6Y91axwxfI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6Y91axwxfI

