
Sunday Xtra, March 29, Passion Sunday, 2020 

From Now On 

Song:  No Longer Slaves 

 
Collect for 5th Sunday of Lent / Passion Sunday 
Gracious Father, 

you gave us your Son 

out of love for the world: 
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 

that we may know eternal peace 

through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood’ 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
Opening Worship 
1 Come now is the time to worship 

2 This I believe 

3 Build your kingdom here 

Introduction 
 

Passion Sunday is a preview of Good Friday. In this final session from 

our Lent study of “The Greatest Showman”, we reach the point where 

everything is lost. But Barnum’s circus family help him to think again. 

 

Video – From now on 
 

Barnum is at his lowest, having lost his business, and his family. But 

the situation is turned around when he sees what is important. He 

sees the truth. 

Jesus tries to teach the people of his time, and us, a similar lesson, 

often seen as a reflection of us and God our Father. 

  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8TkUMJtK5k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NPWq8eM4lu8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VRzI_FbWTkg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8awpRHg5waw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XyIDxpUJ10Q&t=134s


Luke 15:11-32 – The Message 
Then Jesus said, “There was once a man who had two sons. The younger 
said to his father, ‘Father, I want right now what’s coming to me.’ 
“So the father divided the property between them. It wasn’t long before the 
younger son packed his bags and left for a distant country. There, 
undisciplined and dissipated, he wasted everything he had. After he had 
gone through all his money, there was a bad famine all through that 
country and he began to hurt. He signed on with a citizen there who 
assigned him to his fields to slop the pigs. He was so hungry he would have 
eaten the corncobs in the pig slop, but no one would give him any. 
“That brought him to his senses. He said, ‘All those farmhands working for 
my father sit down to three meals a day, and here I am starving to death. 

I’m going back to my father. I’ll say to him, Father, I’ve sinned against God, 
I’ve sinned before you; I don’t deserve to be called your son. Take me on 
as a hired hand.’ He got right up and went home to his father. 
“When he was still a long way off, his father saw him. His heart pounding, 
he ran out, embraced him, and kissed him. The son started his speech: 
‘Father, I’ve sinned against God, I’ve sinned before you; I don’t deserve to 
be called your son ever again.’ 
“But the father wasn’t listening. He was calling to the servants, ‘Quick. 
Bring a clean set of clothes and dress him. Put the family ring on his finger 
and sandals on his feet. Then get a grain-fed heifer and roast it. We’re 

going to feast! We’re going to have a wonderful time! My son is here—given 
up for dead and now alive! Given up for lost and now found!’ And they 
began to have a wonderful time. 
“All this time his older son was out in the field. When the day’s work was 
done he came in. As he approached the house, he heard the music and 
dancing. Calling over one of the houseboys, he asked what was going on. 
He told him, ‘Your brother came home. Your father has ordered a feast — 
barbecued beef! — because he has him home safe and sound.’ 
“The older brother stalked off in an angry sulk and refused to join in. His 
father came out and tried to talk to him, but he wouldn’t listen. The son 

said, ‘Look how many years I’ve stayed here serving you, never giving you 
one moment of grief, but have you ever thrown a party for me and my 
friends? Then this son of yours who has thrown away your money on 
whores shows up and you go all out with a feast!’ 
“His father said, ‘Son, you don’t understand. You’re with me all the time, 
and everything that is mine is yours—but this is a wonderful time, and we 
had to celebrate. This brother of yours was dead, and he’s alive! He was 
lost, and he’s found!’” 
 The Message (MSG)   Copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/?action=getVersionInfo&vid=65


Thought 
 
Jesus shows us that God allows us to make our own mistakes, but still 

loves us so much that he gives us his only Son to save us from our 

wrongdoing, and we, like the lost son and Barnum, see our mistakes 

and turn away from them. God runs out to meet us in His Son. How do 

we pass on that grace and love. 

 

Prayers 
In a world where there is never enough and we can so easily take 

more than we need, help us to remember those who have little or 

nothing. 

Lord hear our prayer.  

For our families, wherever they are at this difficult time, may they 

know your peace and blessing. 

Lord hear our prayer. 

When our problems try to hide us away from your amazing grace and 

unending mercy, and we forget how much you love us, help us to seek 

you again. 
Lord hear our prayer.  

For the times when we will feel like we have no way home, remind us 

that your arms are always open wide. 

Lord hear our prayer.  

 

When I’m lonely and need someone to talk to, 

Thank you for listening 

When I’m sad and need someone to lean on, 

Thank you for listening 

When I’m worried and want to share my fears, 

Thank you for listening 

When I’m nervous and need encouragement 
Thank you for listening 

When I’m confused and need help making a big decision 

Thank you for listening 

When I’m happy and want to share my feelings 

Thank you for listening  

Amen 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Song: Good Good Father   

 

Dismissal:  Philippians 4:6 
Don’t fret or worry.  

Instead of worrying, pray.  

Let petitions and praises shape your worries into prayers,  

letting God know your concerns.  

Before you know it,  

a sense of God’s wholeness, everything coming together for good,  

will come and settle you down. 

 

Song: Good Good Father 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ak0OoFBw3c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ak0OoFBw3c

